
[+++] LESSON 97: FORGIVENESS
\AEERISE PAUL'S CONVERSION AND BAPTISM
OP, Acts 9:1-25, 22:6-16
Nay ae

PAUL'S CONVERSION AND BAPTISM

+ Acts 9:1-25, 22:6-16

+ Big Picture Q&A: How do people hear about Jesus? God uses Christians to tell others

about Jesus so they may repent and be saved.

+ Key Passage: Ephesians 2:8-9 - For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is

not from yourselves; it is God’s gift—not from works, so that no one can boast.

JESUS CONNECTION

Jesus appeared to Saul and changed him inside and out. Jesus Christ came into the worlded) to save sinners (1 Timothy 1:15). Jesus called Saul, also known as Paul, who was once an

enemy to Christians, to spend the rest of his life telling people the gospel and leading
them to trust Jesus as Lord and Savior.

+ LIFEWISE QUALITY

S=S FORGIVENESS - Letting go of a grudge against someone who has wronged me.
es

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

Saul was no stranger to religion. He grew up ina religious household. He was a devout Jew who was born
in Tarsus (Phil. 3:5) and inherited his Roman citizenship from his father. So, when people began talking
about this man named Jesus and claiming that He was the promised Messiah, Saul was defensive.

Saul believed strongly in the Jewish faith of his ancestors. He violently persecuted God's church and tried

to destroy it (Gal. 1:13-14). He draggedibelieversfromtheirhouses and put them in prison. He approved

of the stoning of Stephen, the first Christian martyr. Saul thought he was doing the right thing by

defending Judaism, but God's purposes could not be stopped. As Saul was on his way to arrest believers in

Damascus, the Lord stopped him in his tracks.

Jesus revealed Himself to Saul, and Saul was never the same. He was struck blind and led into Damascus,
where a believer named Ananias placed his hands on Saul. Suddenly, Saul could see again. Saul was

convinced that Jesus is Lord. Saul later described the experience as being like dying and receiving anew

life (Gal. 2:20; 2 Cor. 5:17).

God had a purpose anda plan for SaulijHe had set Saul apart before Saul was even born (Gal. 1:15). God

said, “This man is My chosen instrument to take My name to the Gentiles” (Acts 9:15).

Jesus changed Sauls life. As you teach, clarify.that conversion happens when a person recognizes his sin,

repents, believes in Jesus and confesses Jesus as Savior and Lord. Jesus.changes a person's heart, and as a

result, his life is changed too.
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Jesus appeared to Saul and changed him inside and out. Jesus called Saul, who was once an enemy of

Christians, to spend the rest of his life telling people the gospel and leading them to trust Jesus as Lord
and Savior.

BIBLE TIMELINE & REVIEW (3 MIN)
The Bible is made up of smaller stories that all fit together to tell one big story of how God rescues sinners

through His Son, Jesus. After Jesus’ death and resurrection, He ascended to Heaven. The Holy Spirit came

down on Jesus’ followers, giving them power to carry out Jesus’ command to make disciples. The early

church began, and more and more people believed in Jesus every day.

In our last lesson, we learned about Peter and a Roman soldier named Cornelius. God gave Peter a vision.

What did Peter see in the vision? (All kindsof animals being let down in a blanket.) Why did God show Peter

this vision? (He wanted Peter to know that God didn’t view any person as better than another.) What happened

when Peter shared the good news about Jesus with Cornelius and all the people in his house? (They

accepted the message, the Holy Spirit entered them and they were baptized.) Our Bible story today is about a

man named Saul,who was also called Paul, and how he met Jesus.

SESSION STARTERS (5-10 MIN)

Spot the Differences (Older Students)

+ Formpairs and giveach pair a “Spot the Differences yprintable. Challenge partners toseehow

many differences they can find between the two pictures. To make it more competitive, set a timer

for one minute (or longer, if desired) and see which pair of students finds the most differences
before the time runs out.

+ Today's Bible story is about aman who met Jesus and was completely changed! His change

probably wasn't obvious on the outside, but his actions and attitude proved his heart was
different.

Blind Catch (Older and Younger Students)

+ Instruct the class (or select a fewVolunteérs) fOline Up'sideyby side along a wall. Stand at the

opposite wall and toss table tennis balls to the students. See how many of the balls they are able to

catch. Then, blindfold the players and repeat the process. How many balls were they able to catch
the second time?

+ Losing your sight would make many parts of life difficult. In our story today, we will learn about a
time God blinded.aman who,hatedJesus.

Introduction Clues (Older andYounger Students)

+ Read the clues one aba time. Challenge the class to guess the identity of the person described.

End with the descriptions of the Apostle Paul.

~< Walked with God; was the father of Shem, Ham and Japheth; obeyed God and built an ark

(Noah)

«> Lived about 1,000 years before Jesus was born; second king of Israel; father of King

Solomon (David)

~ Lived in Nazareth; praised God with a song; mother of Jesus (Mary)
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<> Tried to destroy the church; became a missionaryfor Jesus; wrote much of the New
Testament (the Apostle Paul)

+ Have you ever heard about the Apostle Paul? Early in his life, Paul was better known by another

name: Saul. Today, we are going to hear the story of how Paul met Jesus.

People Change (Older and Younger Students)
+ Distribute photos of yourself and one other adult teacher or volunteer from various stages of life

among the students in your group. Invite the class 6 guess who is pictured in each. Ask them to.

sort the pictures based on the approximate age in the photo, identity or other attributes. Discuss

the ways the people in the photos changed over time. Invite students to discuss ways they expect

to change as they grow up.

+ People are expected to change insome ways over time, like their height and the kinds of clothing

they wear. In other ways, like eye color, people probably won't change over time. Then, there are

ways that God can help us change over time, like how much we love Him and how well we obey
Him. Today, we will learn about a man who had his life changed in a very big way. This man hated

Jesus, but God planned to completely change that.

—_ fms_ 8. eco Ss SS

KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITY/BIG PICTURE Q&A (5 MIN)

Ephesians 2:8-9

For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift—not from works,
so that no one can boast.

Sticky Note Challenge (Older Students)

+ Show the key passage poster and read it aloud together. Allow a volunteer to cover part of the

poster with a sticky note. Challenge students to say the key passage, filling in the covered portion

from memory. Continue adding sticky notes and saying the key passage until the class can say the

entire key passage from memory or everyone has had a turn to add a sticky note.

+ Does anyone remember who said thesé words? VJesus.) Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit,

and He said that the Holy Spirit would give His followers'power to tell everyone in the world the

good news about Him. We see this happehing.in the early church! When we believe in Jesus, the

Holy Spirit gives us power to tell others about Jesus too.

Motions (Older and Younger Students)

+ Teach the class hand motions to help them remember the key passage. Say the verse multiple
times with the motions.

Big Picture Q&A

Q: How do people hear about Jesus?

A: God uses Christians to tell others about Jesus so they may repent and be saved.
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BIBLE STORY (10 MIN)

Paul’s Conversion and Baptism | Acts 9:1-25, 22:6-16

After Jesus died, rose from the dead and aseended to Heaven;people in Jerusalem who believed in Jesus

were persecuted, or treated cruelly because of their faith. One of Jesus’ followers, Stephen, was even

killed. A man named Saul had been there when Stephen was killed. Saul wanted to put an end to the

church. He went into the believers’ homes, dragged them out and put them into jail. Many believers

fled the city.

Saul headed to Damascus (duh MASS kuhs) to arrest believers there. About noon, as they were near

Damascus, a bright light from Heaven suddenly flashed around him. Saul fell to the ground. He heard a

voice saying, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?”

“Who are You, Lord?” Saul asked.

“lam Jesus,” He replied. “Get up and go into the city. Then, you will be told what you must do.”

The men traveling with Saul saw the bright light and heard the voice but did not understand what

was said. Saul got up and opened his eyes, but he couldn’t see!So, the men with Saul led him by the

hand into Damascus. Saul did not eat or drink for three days.

Ananias (an uh NIGH uhs), a disciple of Jesus, lived in Damascus. The Lord spoke to Ananias in a vision.

He told him to go to the house where Saul was staying. Ananias knew that Saul had hurt many believers

in Jerusalem and that he arrested anyone who believed in Jesus. But the Lord said, “Go! | have chosen

this man to take My name to Gentiles, kings and the Israelites.”

Ananias obeyed the Lord. Ananias found Saul and placed his hands on him. He said to Saul, “The Lord

Jesus, who appeared to you on the road you were traveling, has sent me so that you may regain your

sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” Suddenly Saul could see again. Saul got up and was baptized.

For the next few days, Saul stayed withthe believers in Damascus. He began to go to the synagogues

to preach about Jesus. Saul told the people, “Jesus is the Son of God!”

The people were amazed. They recognized Sauland knew he had. wanted to put an end to the church

and all the believers. Now, he was one of them! The Jews did not like Saul’s message, so they planned to

kill him. Saul heard what the Jews wanted to do, so one night he left the city. The disciples helped Saul

escape by lowering him down the city wall in a basket.

JESUS CONNECTION

Jesus appeared to Saul and changed him inside and out. Jesus Christ came into9 the world to save sinners (1 Timothy 1:15). Jesus called Saul, also known as Paul,

who was once an enemy.to Christians, to.spend,the rest of his life telling people

the gospel and leading them to trust Jesus as Lordiand Savior.

7 eS ee ee
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LIFEWISE QUALITY (3-4 MIN)
FORGIVENESS - Letting go of a grudge against someone who has wronged me.

Living LifeWise

When God forgives our sins, it changes howwelive and behave.

Character Connection

Whose favorite color is blue? Red? Yellow? Those are called the primary colors, and we use them to make

other colors. If | add red to blue, it becomes what color? (Purple.) And when we add yellow to red, it

becomes different, too. It makes... orange! And when yellow and blue are mixed? (Green.) By adding

something, the original changes to something new.

When God pours His forgiveness into our sinful hearts, it changes us into something new. Like Paul, we

have new life in Jesus. The Holy Spirit helpsus live His way, and so we start to sound different and look

different and act different than we did before we metUesus. How did this look in Paul's life (before and

after he met Jesus on the road to Damascus)? [Take answers.]

We might not hurt people like Paul did. But before we know Jesus, we live our own way and do what

sounds and feelsgood to us. But when we believe in Jesus’ death and resurrection, God forgives us for our

sins and helps us act and sound like He does. Now, we can be peaceful instead of angry. Maybe we'stop

fighting all thectime. And we learn how to forgive others the way God's forgiven us.

Consider these scenarios. Which option would best demonstrate an attitude of forgiveness?

+ Someone makes fun of you. Do you call them a name back or not?

+ Your friend is late. Do you give him fifteen minutes and then call or start to get upset?

+ Aclassmate keeps borrowing your pencils and losing them by accident. When he asks this time, do.

you give him one or not?

BIBLE STORY REVIEW (5 MIN)
+ Why was Saul going to Damascus?

To arrest believers there, Acts 9:1-2

+ What did Saul see when Jesus stopped himmon the road?

A bright light from Heaven, Acts 9:3

+ After Jesus spoke with Saul, Saul could not do what?

See, Acts 9:8

+ What did the Lorditell Ananias to do?

Go to Saul, Acts 9:11,

+ Why was Ananias afraid to go to Saul?

Saul had been trying to arrest Christians, Acts 9:13-14

+ What happened when Ananias prayed for Paul?

Scales fell from Saul’s eyes and he could see again, Acts 9:18

+ What did Saul do after Ananias prayed for him?

Got baptized, Acts 9:18
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+ How do we know Saul was changed?

He began preaching that Jesus is the Son of God, Acts 9:20

+ How did believers help Saul escape when the Jews were planning to kill him?

They lowered him over the city wall in a basket, Acts 9:23-25

REINFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES (5-10 MIN)

Profile Comparison (Older Students)

+ Guide the class to open their Bibles to Acts 9. Remind them that the book of Acts was written by

Luke, who also wrote the Gospel of Luke. In the book of Acts, Luke wrote about the things Jesus

continued to do and teach through the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit worked through Jesus’

followers—the church—and the good news‘about¥esus spread. Prompt students to identify which

Bible division the book of Acts is in. (New Testament History.)

+ Drawa large Venn diagram on the board or apiece of paper. Read Acts 8:1-3 and Acts 9:19-22

with students, and invite them to discuss words that could describe Saul before meeting Jesus,

after meeting Jesus or in both cases. Write their ideas in the different sections of the circles.

~ Before Jesus: cruel, violent, approved of killing Christians, hated Jesus, wanted to hurt
Christians

~ In both cases: Loved by God, Jewish, a Roman citizen, a sinner

* After Jesus: compassionate, loved Jesus, wanted to help Christians, dedicated to sharing

the gospel

+ Jesus saved Saul from his sin and chose him to spread the gospel. Saul was not just an unbeliever;
he was actively trying to hurt the church and keep people from believing in Jesus. Saul wanted to

arrest and even kill people who trusted Jesus and preached about Him. Despite all that, Jesus still

changed his heart! Saul, also known as Paul, became one of the most effective missionaries and

ended up writing many letters that became books in the New Testament. Paul's life was headed in

one direction away from God, but God changed that direction and used Paul to spread the gospel.

A Hidden Cross (Older Students)

+ Teach the class the following craftito give them a fun wayto share the gospel with their friends.

Distribute a piece of paper to each student andhelp the students follow the steps below. Look at

the margin art for a visual aid.

1. Lay the paper flat ona table so that it is in portrait orientation, with the long sides on the

left andirights

2. Fold the top left corner down until the short side at the top aligns with the right side of

the paper.

3. Fold the top point downiso that the right side limes up with the edge that was folded down

instep 1.

4. Fold the house shape in half along the vertical centerline.

5. Fold the flaps on bothisides ofthe centerline backjover toymake an airplane-like shape.

6. Cutastraight line up as though removing the wings and base of the airplane, leaving just

the folded spine of the craft.

7. Unfold the craft toreveal a cross.
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+ Youcan.use this craft to tell people about Jesus. Explain to them that sometimes Jesus seems

hidden from us, and we cannot see His plans. But when we trust in Him, and in His death and
resurrection, our life unfolds to show His mark on our life.

Tic Tac Toe (Older and Younger Students)

+ Before class, choose nine questions from the Bible Review Questions and write them on large

colored cards and hang on a white board or wall. Make fiveX and five O cards. Divide into two
teams. Students from each team will choose a question to answer. Each team will attempt to get a

Tic Tac Toe by answering three questions in a row. In order to put their X or O card on the board,

the team must answer the question correctly.

Real Change (Older and Younger Studénts)

+ Gather the following objects before class: water andiice, popcorn and kernel, raw egg and fried egg,

fresh bread and toast, oranges and juice. Display the object pairs at the front of the room. Start with
the first pair, water and ice. Ask the class to raisé their hands if they can tell what the difference is

between the water and the ice. Call on a student to explain. As you point out each set of objects,

talk about the changes. How did each object change? How did cooking or heating or squeezing

change onejobjectinto,anothemform?)

+ When Jesus changedSaul, He changed)Saul spirituallySaul’s sins had separated him fromiGod,

but when Saul trusted in Jesus, God forgave his sins and gave Saul eternal life. Jesus saved Saul

from his sins and chose him to spread the gospel. Conversion happens when a person repents of

his sin and trusts in Jesus. God forgives that person and gives him new life. Jesus changes a

person's heart, and as a result, that person's life is changed too.

Blind Tag (Younger Students)

+ Play two rounds of tag. In the first round, select one student to be /t and instruct her to walk

around tagging the class. The other students must keep their eyes closed. Each time a student is

tagged, he becomes It and may open his eyes, while the student who tagged him must close her
eyes and becomes part of the group trying to avoid being tagged. Play a second round where all

students are allowed to keep theireyes open!

+ Inour story, Jesus blinded Paul when He spoke to Paul on the road to Damascus. However, it was

actually this event that opened Paul's eyes.to.see the truth that Jesus is Lord and Savior. Jesus

saved Saul from his sin and chose him to spread the gospel. Paul went from wanting to stop the

church from growing to being one of the main people helping it grow. When we trust in Jesus for

salvation, He can use us to grow the church too,

Activity Pages & Recap Cards (5-10 min) (For in-class.or take-home use)

+ Called by God (Older Students)

+ Road to Damascus (Younger Students)

Prayer & Requests (3-5 min)

Lord God, thank You for sending Jesus to save sinners. Before we trust in Jesus, we are Your enemies like

Paul was. Give us understanding and help us believe the gospel. Change our hearts to be at peace with You

and trust in You. Amen.
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[+++] LESSON 98: WHOLEHEARTEDNESS
\AEERISE PAUL'S FIRST JOURNEY
OP, Acts 13-14Yay Leos 4

PAUL'S FIRST JOURNEY

+ Acts 13-14

+ Big Picture Q&A: How do people hear about Jesus? God uses Christians to tell others©) about Jesus so they may repent and be saved.

+ Key Passage: Ephesians 2:8-9 - For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is

not from yourselves; it is God’s gift—not from works, so that no one can boast.

JESUS CONNECTION

Paul and Barnabas faced many people who rejected the good news about Jesus. But God9) had a plan for Paul to share the gospel with Gentiles, no matter what troubles Paul faced.

Many believed in Jesus. The church grew and the gospel was shared so that people all

over the world could be saved from their sin by trusting in Jesus as Lord and Savior.

+ LIFEWISE QUALITY

S=S WHOLEHEARTEDNESS - Complete dedication in everything I do.
es

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

Jesus’ followers preached the gospel in Jerusalem, and the good news spread to places like Judea and

Samaria. More and more people believed, and new churches began as both Jews and Gentiles began to

follow Jesus.

Barnabas went to Antioch—a city about 300 miles north of Jerusalem—where he brought Paul to help

teach the believers. The church in Antiochigrew, andiitwas heresthat the disciples first became known as

Christians (Acts 11:26).

The Holy Spirit told the believers at the church in Antioch to send out Paul and Barnabas to preach the

gospel. The church obeyed, and Paul and Barnabas traveled to several cities and all over the island of

Cyprus, telling both Jews and Gentiles about Jesus.

Consider Paul—once a devoted persecutor of Christians—now a Christian missionary, devoted to obeying

God's call to go and tell others the good news,about Jesus. This was Paul’s first missionary journey, and it
wasn't easy. Paul and Barnabas faced rejectionin every place that they traveled. Some of the people

believed, but some of them were angryMany people rejected theitruth about Jesus. In some places, the

Jews made plans to kill Paul.

In no place did Paul and Barnabas soften their. message. or abandon,their mission. In Lystra, Paul healed a

man, and when the witnesses to'this miracle began to worship Paul and Barnabas, the two men

emphatically gave credit to the one true God. When Paul's enemies attacked him and left him for dead,

Paul continued on. Paul and Barnabas shared the gospel in Derbe (DUHR bih), and many people believed.
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The Holy Spirit sent Paul and Barnabas to tell Jews and Gentiles about Jesus. If Paul had not taken the

gospel to the Gentiles, many of us would probably not be believers today. God uses people to tell others

about Jesus so that people all over the world can be saved from their sin by trusting in Jesus as Lord and
Savior.

on

BIBLE TIMELINE & REVIEW (3 MIN)
Last time, we heard the story of Paul’s conversion and baptism. Conversion means a change to a right

relationshipwith God. Paul was a Jew who did not think Jesus was the Messiah. In fact, his goal was to
stop as many Christians as possible from talking about Jesus by putting them in jail or having them killed.

How did God change Paul’s mind? (Jesus appeared and spoke with him.) After Jesus appeared to Paul, what

could Paul no longer do? (See.) Who did God send,to pray for Paul? (Ananias.) After God healed Paul’s eyes,

Paul got baptized. Jesus saved Paul from his sins and chose him to spread the gospel. Paul began to share

the good news right away. Today, we are going to find out what Paul did next.

SESSION STARTERS (5-10 MIN)

Globe Toss (Older Students)

+ Invite the class to sit together on the ground. Toss an inflatable globe to a student. She should find

the country closestito her left thumb and think of a mode of transportation that starts with the
same letter as the country. Example: “I paddled to Peru” or “| swam to Switzerland.’ Toss the globe

until everyone has had a chance to catch it.

+ The world is avery big place, and there are lots of people living all around the globe. Part of the

Great Commission is going all over the world to share about Jesus. A missionary is a person who

goes to another culture or people group and shares the good news about Jesus. Today, our story is

about one of the earliest missionary journeys to share about Jesus.

Called To Go (Older and Younger Students)

+ Instruct the class to stand at one side of the room while you go to the opposite side. Call for

students who match a certain description to move forward. For example, “Everyone wearing red,

take three steps forward!” or “Everyone’bornin March, take@one hop forward.’ Vary your

descriptions so the whole class camparticipate. The first.student to reach your side of the room

wins. If time allows, choose volunteers to.call out descriptions.

+ Today's Bible story is about aman whom God called to go on an important journey. Today, we'll
find out where he went and what he did there.

Go Ona Journey (Younger Students)

+ Invite students tolimagine they are going on a journey around the world together. They may go

anywhere they want. You may.choose to display a large world map to reference.

<> Choose one student to pick the first destination (for example, Egypt).

~ Ask another student how you will get there (for example, running). Lead the entire class to

act out the mode‘of transportation for a few seconds before reaching the destination (e.g.,

students will run in place).

~ Announce that you have arrived. Ask two or three students what they would like to do in

that location. Act out those activities (climb the Pyramids, lay in the sand, etc.).
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~ Havea different student choose a new location and repeat. Play until every student has
the opportunity to provide some input into the journey.

+ Whew! That wasa lot of fun. Today, we are going to hear a story about a man who went ona

journey to tell people about Jesus.—_
KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITY/BIG PICTURE Q&A (5 MIN)

Ephesians 2:8-9

For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift—not from works,
so that no one can boast.

Pass the Ball (Older and Younger Students)

+ Display the key passage poster and read it aloud together. Have the class stand ina circle. Give
someonea ball. That student should say the first word of the key passage and toss the ball to
someone else. The second student should say the first and second words of the key passage and

toss the ball again. The third player will say the first, second and third words. Continue tossing the

balliand adding wordswntilitherclassirecites therentirepassagenlf a studentisaysian incorrect

word, pause and lead the whole group to say the key passage together up to that word. Then,
continue from there.

Motion Charades (Older and Younger Students)
+ Say the key passage using the hand motions you created for LWL 97. After saying the verse

several times, play a charades-like game where you do the motions and the class recites the

phrase that goes with each motion. Then, take volunteers to say the verse with the motions from

memory.

Big Picture Q&A

Q: How do people hear about Jesus?

A: God uses Christians to tell others about Jesus so they may repent and be saved.

BIBLE STORY (10 MIN)

Paul’s First Journey | Acts 13-14

Saul, who became known by his Roman name, Paul, was with the church in Syrian Antioch (an Tee

ahk). The Holy Spirit chose Paul and another believer, Barnabas, for a special work. The church leaders

prayed for them and sent them out to share the good news about Jesus, So, they obeyed and left Antioch

to do the work. God led Paul and Barnabas to tell the good news about Jesus to not only the Jews, but

the Gentiles—or people who were notJews.

Paul and Barnabus sailed to Cyprus and traveled through the whole island sharing about Jesus. The

proconsul sent for them so he could also hear the word of God. Elymas (eh LOO mahs), a Jewish

sorcerer and false prophet, tried to keep the proconsul from believing them. Led by the Holy Spirit,

Paul looked at Elymas and said, “You are full of lies and trickery. You are the enemy of all that is right. God’s

hand is against you. You will become blind for a time” Immediately, Elymas was struck blind by God.

When the proconsul saw this, he believed.
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Paul and Barnabus left Cyprus and went on to Pisidian (pih Sih dih uhn) Antioch. They shared the good

news about Jesus in the Jewish synagogue on the Sabbath. Many people believed, and the whole city

came to listen to them on the next Sabbath. The Jewish leaders saw this, were filled with jealousy

and rejected the message. So, Paul and Barnabus told the Gentiles in Antioch about Jesus. The

Gentiles accepted the good news with joy..God’s Word spread throughout the entire area, but the

Jewish leaders mistreated them because of their message and drove them out of Pisidian Antioch.

Next, God sent Paul and Barnabus to Iconium (igh KOH nih uhm). They shared the gospel in the Jewish

synagogue. A great number of Jews and Gentiles believed. Other Jews refused to believe and turned

the Gentiles against the missionaries, so Paul and Barnabus stayed in Iconium a long time. They spoke

boldly about Jesus and did many miraculous signs and wonders through God’s power. When they

learned that the unbelieving Jews and Gentiles planned .to stone them, they left Iconium to share the

good news in other cities nearby.

Paul and Barnabas traveled to Lystra (LISS truh), and. Paul healed a man there who was lame; the man

had never been able to walk. The people saw what Paul had done, and they thought Paul and Barnabas

were gods! They began to worship them, but Paul and Barnabas tore their clothes and shouted, “No!

Weare not gods. We are men just like you! We want to tell you the good news of God.”

Then, some Jewish leadersshowed up from Pisidian Antioch.and |conium and caused trouble so that

the people in Lystra turned against Paul and Barnabas too. They threw stones at Paul and dragged

him out of the city. They thought he was dead, but when the believers in Lystra gathered around Paul, he

got up.

The next day, Paul and Barnabas went to the city of Derbe (DUHR bih). They told people there about

Jesus, and many people believed. Then, they went back to Lystra and Iconium. They encouraged the

believers there to continue in the faith even though they would face suffering because they believed in
Jesus. Paul and Barnabas also chose leaders for the churches there.

Finally, Paul and Barnabas returned to the church at Syrian Antioch. They reported everything God

had done ontheir journey and how God had helped them share the good news with the Gentiles.

JESUS CONNECTION

Paul and Barnabas faced many people who rejected the good news about Jesus.9) But God had a plan for Paul to share the gospel with Gentiles, no matter what

troubles Paul faced. Many believed. in Jesus. The church.grew.and the gospel was

shared so that people all over the world could be saved from their sin by trusting
in Jesus as Lord and Savior.

LIFEWISE QUALITY (3-4 MIN)

WHOLEHEARTEDNESS - Complete dedication in everything | do.

Living LifeWise

Because God gave His best (Jesus) so we could be saved, we can live wholeheartedly for Him.
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Character Connection

When God called Paul and Barnabas to be His missionaries, no one had done anything like that before. It

was a big deal. Did they hesitate and make excuses or go? (They went.) Even when it got hard, they kept
going. Why do you think they gave it everything they had, insteadof just giving up and going home? (God
called them, He helped them, people were trusting.ia Jesus.)

God has a plan in his Great Commission for us too. He wants usto live His way and talk about Him. He
wants us to tell our story about how God has loved and changed us. And He wants us to be willing to obey

wholeheartedly when He calls us to go or do something because, like He did for Paul and Barnabas, He will
help us do everything He calls us to do.

God probably isn’t calling you to travehas a missionaryright nowsBut He does call us to other things.

Which of these things sounds like something God might prompt us to do?

+ Win the game at at all costs.

+ Offer to pray for a friend who's sad about something.

+ Share your stuff or time with someone else..

+ Tell someone about what you learned at church or in LifeWise Academy.

BIBLESTORY REVIEW (5 MIN)

+ Who chose Paul and Barnabas to go on a missionary journey?
The Holy Spirit set them apart for the work, Acts 13:2

+ Where did Paul and Barnabus go first on their journey?
Cyprus, Acts 13:4

+ Whotried to keep the proconsul of Cyprus from believing in Jesus?

Elymas the sorcerer, Acts 13:8

+ Why did many of the Jewish leaders drive Paul out of the cities near Pisidian Antioch and
Iconium?

They were jealous, Acts 13:45
+ When Paul and Barnabus went to a new town, whom did they share the gospel with first?

The Jews, Acts 13:5, 14; 14:1

+ What did Paul do in Lystra?

Healed a man who couldn't walk, Acts 14:8-10

+ Who did the people of Lystra think Paul and Barnabas were?

The Greekxgods Hermesand Zeus,Acts 14:11-12

+ How did Paul and Barnabas.react when the people wanted to offer sacrifices to them?

They tore their robes and told the people they were just men, not gods, Acts 14:14-15
+ What did the Jews from Pisidian Antioch and Iconium do to Paul?

Encouraged the people to'stone Paul, Acts 14:19

+ What did Paul and Barnabas tell the disciples afterward?

It is necessary to gathrough hardships for God, Acts 14:22
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+ What three miracles did God perform in the story?

Elymas was blinded, the lame man was healed, Paul was alive after being stoned, Acts 14:10,
20-21

REINFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES (550 MIN)

Think Global (Older Students)

+ Useabook about global missions or search online for information about places where people are

unreached with the gospel or the church is heavilyspefrsecuted (V.O.M. map and prayer guide).
Consider using a map or globe to help the class visualize where the church exists and where

people are trying to stop it from growing. Then, spend some time praying with your students that

God will strengthen the persecuted church andgive believers:boldness to preach the truth even

in the face of danger. Ask God to,grow His kingdomiand save more people.

+ The Holy Spirit sent Paul and Barnabas to tell Jews and Gentiles about Jesus, and they faced many

dangers as a result of the work God called them to. All over the world, there are Christians who.

face incredible difficulties because of their faith. We can pray that God will give them strength and

courage through hard times. God used hard times to strengthen the church in Bible times, and He

still does that today.

True or False (Older and Younger Students)
+ Challenge studentsjto name the four Bible books thaticome beforerthe Book of Acts. (Matthew,

Mark, Luke, John.) Instruct the class to determine if the following statements are true or false.

Have them point both thumbs up to answer “true” and both down for “false.”

~ Paul traveled with his friend Barnabas. (True, Acts 13:2-3)

~All the Jewish people Paul and Barnabus told the good news refused to believe. (False,

Acts 13-14)

~ People in Lystra thought that Paul and Barnabas were gods. (True, Acts 14:11)

<> Paul and Barnabas were happy to be worshiped. (False; they tore their clothes and told the

people to stop, Acts 14:14-15)

~ Everyone was happy with Paul afd Barnabas. (Falséypeople turned against them, Acts

14:19)

~ After Lystra, Paul and Barnabas traveled to Derbea( True, Acts 14:20)

~ Paul and Barnabas told believers their lives would beeasy if they followed Jesus. (False;

they would face suffering, Acts 14:22)

~ Paul and Barnabas returned to the church at Syrian Antioch. (True, Acts 14:26)

~ Paul and/Bamabas didnot tell anyGne What happenédion their journey. (False; they
reported everything God had done, Acts 14:27)

Hot Potato (Older and Younger,Students)

+ Give students a ball or other small item and have them pass it to music. When the music stops, ask
the student with the ball a Bible story review question. If the student cannot answer it, have them

choose one person to answetsthe question forthem, If a student gets the ball more than once,

have students continue‘to pass the ball until someone new gets it.
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Around the World Basketball (Older and Younger Students)

+ Hang asmall basketball hoop or position an empty trash can against one wall. Use masking tape or

painter's tape to mark five Xs on the floor in a semi-circle around the hoop, a few feet from the

basket. Label some of the spots with cities on Paul's journey: Cyprus, Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, Derbe.

Use either a small basketball or papemwads. Eachstudent must answer a question about the story

before shooting a basket. Allow the students to take turns shooting baskets from each spot on the

floor. If they make the basket, they move to the next “city” and shoot from there. The first student

to make it all the way back to the first.city and make.ashot there wins. For larger classes, more

than one basketball hoop and semi-circlecan be used.

+ The Holy Spirit sent Paul and Barnabas to tell Jews and Gentiles about Jesus. They traveled to

many different cities and facedmany different trials and hardships for the sake of the gospel. They

cared more about seeing God's glory spread in the world than they did for their own comfort or

safety. What do you think the world\would look like today if all believers put God's gloryfirst? We
can share the gospel anywhere we are. People need Jesus even in our own town! Let's pray that

God gives us boldness to share with people we meet, and that one day, if He calls us, we will travel

all over the world for His kingdom to grow.

Encourage or Interview Missionaries (Older and Younger Students)
+ Identify a missionary the local church Community supportsior who works in or near your

community. If th@missionary is available tovisit your class, invite him or her to share aboutthe

work of a missionary. Allow the class to ask questions or provide questions like these: What is the

best thing and the hardest thing about being a missionary? What doyou do to help people learn

about Jesus? How can we pray for you? If a missionary is not available for an interview, show a

short video clip about a missionary and/or provide stationery and invite the class to write notes to

encourage them. Discuss the challenges missionaries face as they share the gospel and ways

students can pray for them. Collect the cards and letters to mail together during the week.

+ The Holy Spirit sent Paul and Barnabas to tell Jews and Gentiles about Jesus. God sometimes calls

people to be missionaries. A missionary is a Christian chosen by God who obeys and goes to tell

another group of people the good news about Jesus. God might one day call us to be missionaries

too. No matter where we are, we can all support missionaries and live on mission to make Jesus

known in our homes, our cities and far beyond.

Activity Pages & Recap Cards (5-10 min) (For in-class or take-home use)
+ How Does it Grow? (Older Students)

+ Goand Grow (Younger Students)

Prayer & Requests (3-5 min)

God, thank You for Your awesome plans. Help us to live on mission for You. Give us hearts that are ready

to share the gospel anywhere we go. We love You. Amen.
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[+++] LESSON 99: HUMILITY
po CHRIST ALONE
OP, Acts 15:1-35Yay Leos 4

CHRIST ALONE

+ Acts 15:1-35

+ Big Picture Q&A: How do people hear about Jesus? God uses Christians to tell others

about Jesus so they may repent and be saved.

+ Key Passage: Ephesians 2:8-9 - For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is

not from yourselves; it is God’s gift—not from works, so that no one can boast.

JESUS CONNECTION

The church leaders met in Jerusalem to answer a tough question: Can a person be saved

by faith alone, or was something more needed? The early church agreed that because of

Jesus’ death and resurrection, He alone is all we need to be saved.

+ | LIFEWISE QUALITY
S=S HUMILITY - Refusing to think of myself as more important than | am.

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

The church in Antioch praised God for His grace to Paul on his first missionary journey. Though Paul and
Barnabas were strongly opposed in some places, many people heard the gospel and believed. Paul and
Barnabas took the gospel to both Jews and Gentiles. But a problem arose when some Christians began

saying that the new followers of Jesus—the Gentile believers—needed to obey the Law of Moses in order

to be right with God.

Paul and Barnabas debated this issue withyother church, |eadersiinJerusalem. They met together to

answer a tough question: Can a person be saved by faith alone or was something more needed? When

Paul addressed the council, he insisted that God saves Gentiles the same way He saves Jews: through the

grace of the Lord Jesus.

Paul testified to the things God had done among the Gentiles. God had given Gentiles the Holy Spirit.

James cited the prophets Amos and Isaiah in support. The group agreed that because of Jesus’ death and

resurrection, He alone is all we need to be saved. They also agreed that they should not make salvation

more difficult for Gentiles by addingunnecessary rules.

The church chose two men—Judas andSilas—to go with Paul andBarnabas to the church at Antioch. They

wrote a letter for the Gentile believers there, encouraging them and giving them instructions for how to
live as followers of Christ.

The message for the Gentile believers was important: Whether Jew or Gentile, salvation comes only

through faith in Christ. No one is saved by the law, but by grace alone. Emphasize to the students you

teach that, while the Bible does give us plenty of instruction for how to live, sinners are made right with

God only by the grace of Jesus. Salvation is a gift. To receive this gift, Jesus is all we need.
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BIBLE TIMELINE & REVIEW (3 MIN)
Paul obeyed the call of the Holy Spirit to go as a missionary to tell others about Jesus. With Barnabas, he

traveled and shared the good news about Jesus.with Jewsand Gentiles. Many people believed. What

miracle did God give Paul the power to do in Lystra? (Heal a man who couldn't walk.) Who did the people of

Lystra think Paul and Barnabas were? (Gods.) What did Paul and Barnabas do? (They begged the people not

to worship them.) The Jews in Lystra tried to stop,Paul from preaching. What hard things did Paul and

Barnabas go through? (Some people treated them unkindly because of their message, the crowd tried to kill Paul

by stoning him and they were continually forced to leave towns.) Still, Paul and Barnabas didn't give up.

Today's Bible story is about a meeting where church leaders discussed what made someone a true
Christian.

SESSION STARTERS (5-10 MIN)

What Does It Take? (Older Students)

+ Invite the class to consider what makes a person a Christian or disciple of Jesus. How do you know

someone followsdésus? List'theiridéasiOma large pieceOfpaper or dryerase board. Students

might talk about salvation experiences, how believers act or think and so on. Emphasize that this is

a list of ideas or observations, so there are no wrong answers.

+ This is an interesting list of ideas! Today, we are going to hear a Bible story about some people
who had different ideas about what it means to follow Jesus. We'll find out soon what the Bible

says the mark of a true believer is.

Choose a Side (Older and Younger Students)

+ Before the session, create two posters labeled Agree and Disagree and hang them on opposite

sides of the room. Explain that, after you read a statement, students should go and stand bythe
poster that matches their response. Read several statements, pausing between them while the

class moves. Make your own statements or use the following suggestions:

~ Students shouldn't have cell phones until they are 15.

~ Peanuts should not be served on airplanes.

~ Everyone should be required to learmtwo languages.

~ School should be in session year-round.

~ Finish with the statement: “A person can only be saved by faith in Jesus.”

+ Inthe Bible story we will hear today, a group of early church leaders met together to answer an

important question We'll findout what that was and what they decided.

The “One” Workout (Older andiYounger Students)

+ Lead the class in performing a series of different exercises, doing just one of each. For example,

lead them to do one squat, one push-up, one sit-up, one jumping jack, etc.

+ Doing just one of each exercise was not difficult at all. Today, we'will learn about another thing that
isn’t difficult at all, and it only involves one thing, too!
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When Adding Takes Away (Younger Students)

+ Before class, gather a few different foods and condiments that would make for poor-tasting

combinations. Ask the class if they want to eat any of the food, and let them taste the different

snacks. [Suggestions: chocolate chip cookies and ketchup, gummy bears in mustard, cheese puffs soaked

in fruit-flavored powdered drink, chacolate-covered rawonion, peppermint patties with orange slices.]

+ Most of those foods could have been pretty delicious on their own, but what happened when we

added to them? [Allow responses.] Most became yucky to eat. Today, we will learn about something

that cannot be improved on, no matter what you might try to add to it.

OO

KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITY/BIGPICTURBIQ&A ( SIMINY

Ephesians 2:8-9

For you are saved by grace through faith, and this isnot from yourselves; it is God’s gift—not from works,
so that no one can boast.

Weed Out (Older and Younger Students)

+ ‘Writ@each Wordor phrase of the key passage On a separate index card plus some extra words that

are not in the verse..Give students the key passage cards. Instruct them to put the verse in order

while weeding out any words or phrases that don’t belong in the key passage, When they have
finished, read the key passage aloud together. For a langer class, form groups and provideriset of

cards for each group.

Big Picture Q&A

Q: How do people hear about Jesus?

A: God uses Christians to tell others about Jesus so they may repent and be saved.

BIBLE STORY (10 MIN)

Christ Alone | Acts 15:1-35

Paul and Barnabas had been sharing the gospel with many people—including Gentiles. But some

people in the church began to teach that the Gentiles could not be saved from sin unless they
followed some of the same rules the Jews followed.

Paul and Barnabas disagreed, and the church leaders decided to meet in Jerusalem to talk about

whether or not the Gentiles needed to obey the lawof Moses,After a long discussion, Peter stood up

and said to the group, “Brothers, God chose me to tell the good news to the Gentiles. They heard the

good news, and they believed. God accepted them and gave them the HolySpirit, just as He did for
us.

“Why are you trying to make salvation harder for them? We know that we cannot obey God’s laws

perfectly. No, we believe that the Jews and Gentiles are saved in the same way—by the grace of the
Lord Jesus.”
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Everyone in the group was quiet as Paul and Barnabas told them about all the things God had done

through them when they were with the Gentiles. Then, another apostle, James, spoke up. He pointed

out that the words of the prophets showed that God wanted to save both Jews and Gentiles.

“I thinkwe should not make it difficultfor the Gentiles who have trusted in Jesus. Instead, let's write them
aletter telling them the things they should not do?

So, the church leaders wrote the letter to the Gentile believers. The leaders explained that Gentile

believers should not eat food that had been given as an offering to an idol or food that still had blood in it.

Believers should also be careful to keep their bodies pure.

The leaders chose Judas and Silas to go to Syrian Antioch with Paul and Barnabas to deliver the

letter. The believers in Antioch were encouraged by the letter. Judas and Silas stayed with them for a

while, and then they went home. Paul and Barnabas stayed in Antioch and taught believers and told other
people the good news about Jesus.

JESUS CONNECTION

The church leaders met in Jerusalem to answer a tough question: Can a person be

saved by faith alone, or was something more needed? The early church agreed

that because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, He alone.is all we need to.be saved.

a

LIFEWISE QUALITY (3-4 MIN)
HUMILITY - Refusing to think of myself as more important than | am.

Living LifeWise

Since Jesus humbled Himself through His death on the cross, we can support others instead of focusing
on ourselves.

Character Connection

Sometimes we make life harder for someone else by adding to thein,|oad—physically, emotionally or

mentally. We make sure our sibling gets assigned more of the chores to do. We let someone else in the

group project do all the work. Or we tease or criticize another person for not looking, acting, dressing or

talking like us. All of this is adding to another’s load. Many times, we don’t mean to do it. Other times, we

do. But almost every timeyit'sbecausewe want to makeounlivesieasier or make ourselves look or feel

better, instead of helping the other person.

God, however, doesn’t work like that, Jesus took the punishment for our sin on Himself. And when the

early church discussed whether or not to ask new believers to also follow a bunch of rules, they decided

that was not God’s way or God's desire. They did not want to make it harder for the new believers. Jesus

humbled Himself to help us, and His Spirit enables us to humble ourselves to help and encourage others
too.

Do you think these examples demonstrate humility? Why or why not?

+ Your teacher has had to remind the class all day not to talk while she’s talking.
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+ The neighbor's trash can blew over in the rain, but you fix it so he doesn't get wet.

+ Your youth group or club is helping clean up trash in the park today, but it’s warm and sunny, so
you go play ball with a friend instead.

es

BIBLE STORY REVIEW (5 MIN)
+ Some people in the church began to teach the Gentiles that they had to follow the law of Moses

in order to do what?

Be saved from sin, Acts 15:1

+ Inwhat city did Paul and Barnabas meet with church leaders?

Jerusalem, Acts 15:2

+ Peter said God gave whom to both Jews and Gentiles?

The Holy Spirit, Acts 15:8

+ Howare Jews and Gentiles saved?

Faith in Jesus, Acts 15:11

+ |Whatrulesidid thechurchleaders askithe Gentile\Christians'to follow?

Don't eat meat offered to idols or with blood in it; keep your bocly pure, Acts 15:29

+ Who went to Antioch to share the letter from the leaders?

Judas, Silas, Paul and Barnabas, Acts 15:22

+ Howdid the church at Antioch respond to the letter from the church leaders in Jerusalem?

They were filled with joy,Acts 15:31-32
+ What did Judas and Silas do after delivering the letter to the church in Syrian Antioch?

Stayed with the believers for a while, Acts 15:31-32

REINFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES (5-10 MIN)

Something Added (Older Students)
+ Read the recipe below for chocolate chipcookies. Do not read the additions in brackets. Challenge

the class to listen closely. Then, provide paper and pencils, Read the recipe again, including the

additions in brackets. Challenge the students to make a note any time they hear ingredients or

instructions you added to the original recipey

~ Preheat the oven to 375 degrees.

~ Combine 2% cups flour, 1 teaspoon baking soda,[1.cup oatmeal] and 1 teaspoon salt in a
small bowl.

~ Beat 1 cupsbutter, “cup sugar, “4 cup brown sugar, and 1 teaspoon vanilla extract ina

large mixer bowl until creamy.

~ Add 2 [dozen} large eggs, one at a time, beating well after each addition. Gradually beat in
the flour mixture.

~ Stir in 2 cups chocolate chips [and 1 cup of raisins].

<> Drop by rounded tablespoons onto ungreased baking sheets.

~ Bake for 9 to 11 minutes or until golden brown.
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+ Were you able to pick out what | added to the recipe? Those things were not necessary to make

chocolate chip cookies. In our story, the church leaders met to answer a tough question: Cana

person be saved by faith alone or was something more needed? Some Christians had been saying

that the new followers of Jesus—the Gentile believers—needed to obey the Law of Moses to be

right with God. The early church agreed that because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, He alone is
all we need to be saved.

Bible Trivia (Older and Younger Student).

+ Ask students which Bible division comes before the book of Acts. (Gospels.) Which Bible division is

the book of Acts in? (New Testament History.) Form two teams. Ask the Bible review questions,

allowing time for students to discuss with their teammates. If a team gets the correct answer, have

them throwa die (or dice) to see how many pointsithey get for their answer. After any incorrect
answers, give the opposing team a chance to answer for the points.

Jesus Plus Nothing (Older and Younger Students)
+ Before the session, write the name Jesus on one inflatable ball and the word law on several more

inflatable balls. Instruct the class to stand around a bedsheet and hold on to the edges, lifting the

sheetto waist heightsPlacethevesusibalhand afew lawballs ommthe sheet Challenge theclass to

shake and lift the sheet to knock off the law balls but keep the Jesus ball on the sheet. As students

play, add more law balls, If the Jesus ball falls off, reset and play again.

+ The church in Jerusalem encouraged Gentile believers that Jesus alone was all they needed to be

saved. We are guilty under the law, but Jesus obeyed the law perfectly. In Him, we are forgiven.

One More Thing (Older and Younger Students)

+ Instruct the class to sit in a circle, around a table if possible. Give a sheet of paper to one student
and give her up to 30 seconds to draw one thing on the paper. Then, she will pass the paper to her

left. That student will have 30 seconds to add one thing to the picture before passing it. Continue

until each student has had a chance to add one thing to the picture. Then, display the picture for
the class to see and discuss.

+ This activity was a fun way to see the effects of letting people add whatever they want toa

picture. In the early church, some Jewish believers wanted to add to the gospel all the Old

Testament laws about what to eat, what todo.and how to live. They thought that believing in Jesus

wasn't enough to be saved from sin, but that people must also obey the entire law. The Holy Spirit

reminded them that Jesus was enough. His perfect life, sacrificial death and victorious

resurrection made the way for all people to be saved. The law still contained good wisdom for

honoring God, but it was not able to save people from sin. Only Jesus cansave people.

Activity Pages & Recap Cards (5-10 min) (For in-class or take-home use)

+ Picture Mix-Up (Older Students)

+ What Saves Us? (Younger Students)

Prayer & Requests (3-5 min)

Father, thank You that faith in Jesus is all we need to be saved. Give us extra grace to obey You each day.

Help us remember that our obedience.comes from love for You.and knowing that we are saved by grace

through faith. Amen.
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IFEWIS .Ne FE PAUL'S SECOND JOURNEYLy df Acts 16:1-34Ny, Vda ad

PAUL'S SECOND JOURNEY

+ Acts 16:1-34

+ Big Picture Q&A: How do people hear about Jesus? God uses Christians to tell others

about Jesus so they may repent and be saved.

+ Key Passage: Ephesians 2:8-9 - For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is

not from yourselves; it is God’s gift—not from works, so that no one can boast.

JESUS CONNECTION9) Lydia, the jailer and many others were saved because they heard the gospel and believed

in Jesus. Paul and Silas preached the same message to all people, no matter who they

were: “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.”

+ | LIFEWISE QUALITY
S<S—™ COMMITMENT - Doing what I say I'll do.

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

Paul was back at the church of Antioch in Syria. The church had sent out Paul and Barnabas to preach the
gospel to Jews and Gentiles in places like Lystra and Derbe. Then, they returned to the church of Antioch.

Some time passed, and Paul wanted to return to some of the cities he visited on his first journey to see

how the new believers were doing.

John Mark started out with Paul and Barnabas, as their assistant, on the first missionary journey. After
they left Cyprus and were on the way toyPisidian Antioch, JomMark left them and returned to Jerusalem.

Barnabas wanted to take John Mark ona second missionary journey, but Paul objected because John had
deserted them on their first journey. Paul and Barnabas could not come to an agreement. Finally, Barnabas
took John Mark and went back to Cyprus and Pauhchose Silas to accompany him on his second missionary

journey.

Paul and Silas traveled through Syria and Cilicia (sih LISH ih uh), encouraging believers and strengthening

churches. The number of believers in the churches increased daily.

The Lord called Paul and Silas, to go to Macedonia, so they obeyed. Two major events happened while Paul

was in Macedonia. First, a woman named Lydia became a believersPaul and Silas had gone to the river to

pray. They spoke to the women at the river. God opened Lydia's heart to the good news of the gospel.

Then, a jailer became a believer. This happened when Paul_and Silas were thrown into prison after Paul

commandeda fortune-telling spirit to come out of a slave girl. Late abnight, an earthquake rocked the
prison. The prisoners could have escaped, but they'stayed where they were.
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This was a huge relief to the jailer. Had the prisoners escaped, the jailer would have been punished. In fact,
the jailer was readyto kill himself when Paul shouted, “We are all here!” The jailer asked Paul and Silas
how to be saved from sin. They told him, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved.” The man

believed and was baptized.

Lydia, the jailer and many others were saved becatse they heard the gospel and believed in Jesus. Paul and
Silas preached the same message to all people, no matter who they were: “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and

you will be saved.”

es=—=—

BIBLE TIMELINE & REVIEW (3 MIN)

On Paul's first missionary journey, the Holy Spirit sent Pauland Barnabas to tell Jews and Gentiles about
Jesus. They went from Syrian Antioch to places like Cyprus, Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra and Derbe.

Does anyone remember some of the things that happened to Paul on his journey? (Many people believed in

Jesus, God did miracles through Paul and Barnabas, unbelievers persecuted them.) Afterwards, Paul and

Barnabas returned to Antioch and reported all that had happened. Because some Gentiles had believed in

Jesus, the church leaders began to discuss what made someonea true believer in Jesus. What did the
leadersidecide.all people weresavediby?(FaithtingesusiAll Christians are savedibythergracelofvesus,

through faith in His death on the cross for their sins and His resurrection from the dead. That is the good

news! Paul shared the same good news about Jesus on his next missionary journey. Today, we'll find out
what happened when Patihshared the gospel in an area called Macedonia)

SESSION STARTERS (5-10 MIN)

Shake Them Out (Older and Younger Students)

+ Form five groups. Give each group a tissue box with five table tennis balls inside. Each group of

students should take turns shaking the tissue box, without turning it upside down, to cause all the

table tennis balls to pop out. You may choose to let each group use a stopwatch to see who can
shake out the table tennis balls the fastest.

+ That was a fun—and shaky—game. Today, we will hear a story about a time God let two men out of

jail by shaking the earth! Sounds pretty incredible, doesn't it? We'll learn more soon!

Find a Place (Older and Younger Students)

+ Instruct the class to find a place somewhereiin the room, at least one arm’s length from any other:

player's place. This is their “first place.’ Emphasize that students should remember this location.

Repeat this process until students have selected four or five different places in the room,

encouraging themitoremembereach spotsThen} guiderthe class to,returnyto'their first place. On

your signal, students should move from their first place to their second place, then to their third

place and so on. Consider letting them move between locations in different ways: jumping,

walking, skipping, tiptoeing backward, etc. End the gamewith the class back in their first place.

+ Today, we are going to hear more about one of Paul’s missionary journeys. Paul traveled from
place to place, telling everyone the good news about Jesus. After he traveled, he often returned to

his first place: the church at Antioch in Syria.
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Disaster-Preparedness Drills (Older and Younger Students)

+ Take some time to research what to do in case of an earthquake (or other natural disaster that

may be more common where you live). Guide your class through a drill and discuss why each step

is necessary to help them stay safe in a dangerous situation.

+ Something like an earthquake is almost alWaysSeen as adangerous event. We take special steps

to make sure we stay safe if a natural disaster occurs. In today’s story, we will hear about a time an

earthquake was part of God’s plan to save people instead.

i—_c_A

KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITY/BIG PICTURE Q&A (5 MIN)

Ephesians 2:8-9

For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift—not from works,
so that no one can boast.

Mystery Line-Up (Older Students)

+ Write each word or phrase of the key passage on a separate index card. Use tape to attach each

Card'to,a student's back. lnstruictthé classito work together to'get in order without anyone

looking at the word.or phrase taped to his own back. Once they are in order, invite each student to

say her word or phrase in order.

Eraser Challenge (Older and Younger Students)

+ Display the key passage poster and read it aloud together. Write the words of the key passage on

achalkboard or dry erase board. Erase one or two words and challenge the class to say the key

passage. Continue erasing a few words at a time throughout the passage until the class can recite

the key passage from memory.

Big Picture Q&A

Q: How do people hear about Jesus?

A: God uses Christians to tell others about Jesus so they may repent and be saved.

BIBLE STORY (10 MIN)

Paul’s Second Journey | Acts 16:1-34

Paul and Silas went back to the places Paul had visited on his first missionary journey. They taught
the churches about Jesus. They also shared the decisions of the leaders inJerusalem about Gentile

believers. The churches grew stronger in their faith and even more people believed.

Paul and his friends traveled throughout Galatia. When Paul reached Lystra, he met a young believer

named Timothy. The church there spoke well of him, and Paul decided to take Timothy with him on the

rest of his journey. They continued to go throughout Galatia and Phrygia encouraging the churches.

Next, they tried to travel to Asiaand Bithynia but the Holy Spirit kept them from going there. They

went on to Troas where Paul sawa vision one night. In the vision, God told Paul to go to Macedonia
(MASS uh DOH nih uh). God wanted Paul to share the gospel there.
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So, Paul and his friends went to Macedonia. They stopped for a few days in a city called Philippi (FIH
lih pigh). On the Sabbath, Paul and his friends went outside the city to the river to pray. Some women

were there, and Paul started talking to them. A woman named Lydia was listening, and God opened

her heart to accept what Paul was saying. Lydia and everyone in her house believed and were

baptized.

On another day, Paul and Silas were on their way to pray, and a servant girl met them. She had an evil
spirit in her that allowed her to predict the future. She earned a lot of money for her masters by telling
the future.

The girl followed Paul and Silas, shouting, “These men, who are telling you how to be saved, are

servants of the Most High God!” She followed themformanydays»Finally, Paul turned and said to the

evil spirit in her, “By the power of Jesus Christ, 1 command you to come out of her!” And the evil spirit

came out right away.

Now, the girl’s owners were upset because she could no longer tell the future. They grabbed Paul and

Silas and dragged them to the authorities. They complained about the things Paul and Silas were doing.
The officials ordered Paul and Silas to be beaten and throwninto jail.

About midnight, Paul and Silas were praying and singing songs to God. The other prisoners were

listening to them. All of a sudden, a violent earthquake shook the jail. All the doors flew open, and
everyone's chains came loose! The jailer woke upand saw the prison doors open. He thought the
prisoners had escaped. He knew he would be punished for their escape, so he took out his sword and was
about to kill himself.

“Don't hurt yourself!” Paul said. “We are all here!”

The jailer rushed inside and fell down in front of Paul and Silas, shaking with fear. Then, he took Paul

and Silas outside. “Men, what must | do to be saved?” he asked.

They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.” Paul and Silas told the message of Jesus

to the jailer and to everyone in his household. All. of them believed and were baptized right away. The

jailer washed Paul's and Silas’ wounds. He brought them into his house and fed them. Later that day, Paul
and Silas were set free.

JESUS CONNECTION

Lydia, the jailer, and,many.others were saved because they heard the gospel and

believed in Jesus. Paul and Silas preached the same message to all people, no

matter who they were: “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.”

LIFEWISE QUALITY (3-4 MIN)

COMMITMENT - Doing what I'say I'll do.

Living LifeWise

Jesus has promised us peace in every situation, so we can keep our commitments.
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Character Connection

Peace is something the whole world is looking for, but true peace is found only in Jesus. When we accept

His sacrifice for our sins, He gives us peace with God. That’s the most important kind of peace to have. But

in our everyday lives, no matter what we face, Jesus promised that He would give peace to His followers

Uohn 14:27). Even when the world is crazyormuncertain omseems to be going “all wrong,’ God is with us to

give us peace.

Paul found that peace when God changed Paul's plans and sent him to a new place. He had that peace

when the young girl was following them around. He even knew God's peace in a jail cell where he was.
thrown for doing something good. Because Paul had peace that only God gives, he was able to keep doing

what he said he would—telling people about Jesus and bringing glory to God—in every situation.

Paul didn’t worry about all the strange oneven hurtful experiences. He let God’s peace fill him so he could

keep his commitment. God will help us live the same way. Having God's peace in our hearts will help us

keep our commitments whether we face good thingsiomhard things.

For each situation, choose two volunteers, one to act out a peace-filled response and one to act out an

unpeaceful one.

+ You find out you have to move and change schools again.

+ You told the best basketball player in the school you would playa one-on-one game with him after
school and he invited the principal and teachers to wateh.

+ Youare excited to go toa friend’s party, but two days before the event, you break your arm and

have to get a cast.

es

BIBLE STORY REVIEW (5 MIN)
+ Why did Paul return to the places he went on his first missionary journey?

To teach the churches more about Jesus, strengthen them and share the rules for new Gentile

believers, Acts 16:1-5

+ What did Paul see in a vision?

Aman from Macedonia, Acts-1 6:9

+ What was the name of the woman at theriver?

Lydia, Acts 16:14

+ What did Lydia and her household decide to do after hearing the gospel?

They believechand|were baptized, Acts16:15

+ What did the servant girl say.about Paul and Silas?

“These men are servants of the Most High God!” Acts 16:17,
+ What were Paul and Silas doing while in prison?

Praying and singing to God, Acts 16:25

+ What caused the prison doorsito open and the prisoners’ chains'to come loose?

An earthquake, Acts 16:26

+ What did Paul and Silas say the jailer needed to do to be saved from sin?

Believe in the Lord Jesus, Acts 16:31
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REINFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES (5-10 MIN)

Wristband Reminders (Older Students)

+ Give each student a large, wide rubber band. Demonstrate how to stretch the rubber band

around a book. Display the main point poster and instruct the class to use fine-point permanent
markers to write on the rubber bahdsithe messagé Paul and Silas shared with the jailer: Believe in

the Lord Jesus and you will be saved. lf time and/resources allow, suggest students make extra

rubber band messages to give to others.

+ Paul and Silas told the jailer, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.” You can wear these
rubber band messages on your wrist as a reminder of how God saves sinners. Lydia, the jailer and

many others were saved because they heard the gospel and believed in Jesus. Now you can share

this message with your friends, family members or neighbors.

Alone or Together? (Older Students)

+ Give each student a piece of paper and a pencil or marker. Instruct them to fold their paper in half,

then unfold it and draw a line down the center of their paper along the fold line. Read a list of

activities and ask the class to sort them based on whether or not they can do the activity alone.

After afew activities, ask them to come Upwith their ownactivities they can and cannot do alone.

Some activities may.fit well into either category.

+ Suggested activities:Read, eat lunch, play aboard game,ride a bike»do homework, swing.on a

swing set, use a seesaw, sing praises to God, share the gospel.

+ Many activities can be done alone. Others, we cannot do without a friend or partner to help us.

Paul and Silas told the jailer, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.’ We need Jesus to be
saved. We cannot be saved without help, and no one besides Jesus can save us.

Sorry (Older and Younger Student)

+ Before class, write questions from the Bible story review on large colored cards. On the back of

most of the cards, write a point value. On the back of two or three cards, write the word Sorry.

Place them on the board or wallyCreate teams»Each\teamwill take turns choosing the color or

question they wish to answer. If the team gets the correct answer, they win the points on the back

of the card. If the word Sorry is written on the back of the card, the opposite team loses all their

points.

Act It Out (Younger Students)

+ Before class, gather any props needed. Act out. the story using the bold words from the Bible story

script. Assign the students parts; have them listen as you read the story and act out their part. If

time allows, changeroles andlact out the story again.

Activity Pages & Reeap Cards (5-10 min) (For in-class or take-home use)
+ Earthquake (Older Students)

~« Answers: 1. Antioch; 2; Derbe, Lystra, Iconium; 3. Antioch, Troas; 4. Philippi.

+ Paul's Path (Younger Students)
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Prayer & Requests (3-5 min)
Lord God, we praise You for sending your Son, Jesus, to save us from our sins. Thank You for welcoming us

to be a part of Your church and for giving believers the honor of sharing the good news about Jesus with

the whole world. Help each of us to trust in Jesus alone to be saved from sin. Show us how to be faithful

when we go through difficult things“DO
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[+++] LESSON 101: WISDOM
\AEERISE PAUL PREACHED IN EUROPE
OP, Acts 17:1-18:22Yay Leos 4

PAUL PREACHED IN EUROPE

+ Acts 17:1-18:22

+ Big Picture Q&A: How do people hear about Jesus? God uses Christians to tell others

about Jesus so they may repent and be saved.

+ Key Passage: Ephesians 2:8-9 - For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is

not from yourselves; it is God’s gift—not from works, so that no one can boast.

JESUS CONNECTION

The men of Athens worshiped a false god whom they did not know. Paul explained God’s9) plan of salvation to them. He said that God is not like the Greek idols. Only God deserves

our worship! Paul talked about Jesus and the resurrection. All people can know God

because Jesus took the punishment for sin that separates people from God.

+ LIFEWISE QUALITY

S=S WISDOM - Knowledge and skill for doing life God’s way.
es

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

Paul and Silas had been released from prison in Philippi (FIH lih pigh). Before leaving the city, they met

with believers at Lydia’s house and encouraged them. Then, they traveled to Thessalonica and stopped at
the synagogue to explain to the Jews that Jesus is the Messiah. A large number of Greeks and influential
women believed in Jesus.

Before long, Jews in the city became jealousvand forced,Paul a@ndiSilas out of the city. Even though the
Jews opposed Paul’s preaching, the number of believers in Thessalonica grew and the church there was
established.

Paul made his way through Berea, where people heard the gospel and believed. The Jews from
Thessalonica followed him and caused trouble, so Paul went to Athens. Athens—about 200 miles from

Berea—was a cultural center. People in Athens loved to hear about and study the latest ideas. The Jews

and the philosophers in the city were interested in what Paul had to Say, but Paul was troubled by what he

saw. Athens was full of idolsto everyskind of god/ There was eveman altar to anunknown god.

The people obviously had a religiousidesire. Paul knew that theirhunger for God could be satisfied—in

Jesus. Paul began preaching, telling the people that they worshiped a god they did not know. He said that

people can know God! God made the world and everything in it! “We ought not to think that God is like

gold or silver or stone, an image formedby theart andjimaginatiomof mamy)Paul said.

Then, Paul told them about Jesus and how God wanted them to turn away from their sins. Some people

made fun of Paul, but others believed, Paul explained God's plan of salvation. God is not like the Greek
idols. Only God deserves our worship! Because Jesus took the punishment for our sin, we can know God.
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Paul left Athens and traveled on to Corinth, a city known for great wickedness and idolatry. Although

many of the Jews rejected the gospel, God encouraged Paul to stay in Athens and continue to teach the

Corinthian people the Word of God. To makea living, Paul was a tentmaker. Paul became friends with two
other tentmakers in Corinth: aman named Aquila and his wife, Priscilla. In his business dealings, Paul was

able to share the gospel with many people..Paul stayed in Corinth for a year and a half and the church in

Corinth grew.

Paul took Aquila and Priscilla with him to Ephesus. Ephesus was a thriving city in the Roman Empire. After

sharing the gospel with the Jews in Ephesus for a short time, Paul journeyed back to his home church in

Syrian Antioch while Aquila and Priscilla remained in Ephesus.
a

BIBLE TIMELINE & REVIEW (3)MIN)

We have been learning about some of the places Paul traveled on his second missionary journey. Who
went with Paul? (Silas.) Who believed Paul's message ifPhilippi? (Lydia.) What happened to Paul and Silas

after they healed the slave girl? (They were put in jail.) What did Paul and Silas do after an earthquake

opened their prison cells? (They told the jailer about Jesus.) The jailer and his family chose to trust in Jesus
to save |themmfrom siny Todayjwe wilklearnwhereRaul wentinextion hisijourneys

SESSION STARTERS{5=4.0 MIN)

Known orUnknown(Older Students)

+ Print one copy of the “Trait Bingo Cards” for each student. Distribute pencils. Instruct students to

find a classmate who matches the trait described and ask them to initial that square on the bingo

card. Play multiple rounds as time allows, trying to get five in a row, all the outer squares, the four
corners or a “blackout.”

+ Some of the traits were things you know about your friends, but some were things you did not

know. Today, we will hear a story about people living in Athens. They did not know God, but Paul

helped them by telling them about Him.

Statue Tag (Older and Younger Studénts)

+ Clear any obstacles from and designate boundaries for the playing area. Choose one player to be

It and provide a pretend “flashlight” (cone, marker, etc.). The rest of the class should spread out.

Explain that It is the investigator, and the players are statues» The statues should not let the

investigator catch them moving. The investigator will move slowly around the room, pointing his

“flashlight” at the statues. If that player moves when It points at him, the player must name a book

of the Bible beforeweturningitorthegame. Encouragethe'students who arejstatues to be sneaky

when moving around so they don't get caught.

+ That was fun! We know that statues don’t move or touch each other or make noise. They don't

have the power to do anything at all! In today’s Bible story, we are going to hear about some

people who worshiped statues, or idols, that they made out of gold, silver or wood. Paul told these

people about Jesus.
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Create with Dough (Younger Students)

+ Invite the class to create something with modeling clay or play dough. As they work, invite them to

talk about what they are creating. Point out that as they shape the clay, they are the creator and

the dough figure is the creation. Ask the following questions:

~ Are the figures you created alive? No.)

~ Do the figures you created have any power? (No.)

~ Do the figures you created deserve our worship? (No.)

+ The people in Athens did not worship the Lord. They made and worshiped many idols, things that

were created by human hands. Paul taught the people in Athens that the one true God created

everything and sent Jesus tolbe the Savior. Godiuses Christians to tell others about Jesus so they

may repent and be saved from sin.

Blanket Tents (Younger Students)

+ Use large blankets, chairs and tables to create a makeshift tent. Have students sit in the tent (take

turns if they cannot all fit together). While they are in the tent, share information about tents in

biblical times.(Miller,Dave.“Living in Tents in Bible Times,” apologeticspress.org).

~ Has your family ever let you set. up a tent in the backyard so you could camp out

overnight? The Bible is filled with references to people living in tents.

“> Tents were made oflanimal skins (usually from goats).

~ Unlike the nylon pop-up tents and other flimsy tents for modern camping, the tents of

ancient times were much stronger, larger (more like circus tents!) and contained multiple

rooms. These separate apartments were divided from each other by goat hair curtains.

~ The women and children, as well as servants, could have their own living areas. Though

separated by curtains, Sarah could hear what was being said in the reception apartment of

Abraham's tent (Genesis 18:10-15).

~ It took several tents to care for the large family of Jacob, including maidservants (Genesis

31:33).

+ Paul was a missionary, but he also worked as a tentmaker. In our story, we will hear about two

other tentmakers whom Paul worked with and their rolein spreading the gospel of Jesus with
Paul.

a __

KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITY/BIG PICTURE Q&A (5 MIN)

Ephesians 2:8-9

For you are saved by gracethrough faith, and this is not from yourselves; itis God’s gift—not from works,
so that no one can boast.

Ball Pass (Older and Younger Students)

+ Instruct the class to sit or stand ina circle. Display the key passage poster and say the key passage

together. Then, hide the poster and choose one student to begin Hand hera ball. She should say
the first word of the key passage, then pass the ball to the next student, who will say the next word

in the verse. Continue around the circle until the whole passage and reference has been

completed.
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Big Picture Q&A

Q: How do people hear about Jesus?

A: God uses Christians to tell others about Jesus so they may repent and be saved.

BIBLE STORY (10 MIN)

Paul Preached in Europe | Acts 17:1-18:22

After leaving Philippi, Paul and Silas went to Thessalonica and shared the good news about Jesus in the

Jewish synagogue. Paul explained why the Messiah had to suffer and die from the Old Testament

scriptures. When Jews and Greeks believed and joined Paul, the Jewish leaders became jealous and
starteda riot in the city. The crowd dragged any believers they could find to the city officials, but they
could not find Paul and Silas anywhere, The crowd blamed another believer named Jason, saying “These

men cause trouble wherever they go. They are going against the Emperor’s rules saying there is

another king named Jesus!” The city officials punished the believers by making them pay money and

let them go.

After theriotythe church in Thessalonica sent Paul and hisfriends onto Bereaduring thenightso they

would be safe. They went to the Jewish synagogue and shared the good news about Jesus. The

Bereans listened eagerly and carefully compared Paul’s message with the Scriptures every day to see

if the message was true.Many Jews and Greeks believed the good news.

The Jewish leaders in Thessalonica heard that Paul was preaching in Berea, so they came and turned

the crowds against Paul. The Berean church sent Paul to the city of Athens, while Silas and Timothy

stayed to teach the Bereans more about Jesus.

When Paul got to Athens, he was upset by what he saw. The people there did not worship the one true

God. Instead, they worshiped many idols. Paul talked with the people who lived in Athens and told them

the good news about Jesus and the resurrection.

The men asked Paul to explain what he was.talking about. Paulmet with them and said, “Men of Athens, |

can see that you are very religious. | saw in your city an altar that said: ‘TO ANUNKNOWN GOD: You

worship a god that you do not know. Thisiis the God I want to tell you about.”

So, Paul told the people about the one true God. He explained that God made everything, and that He is

bigger than man-made temples. God is not like the idols in Athens. He is not made of gold, silver or

stone. God does not need anything, and He is not far away. Paul also said that God wants everyone in

the world to repent, to turn away from their sin and turn to Him. God made all people, and they should all
look to Him.

Paul said, “One day, God is going to judge the world in a way that is right. He has chosen Jesus to do

this, and He proved this by raising Jesus from the dead!” When the people heard about Jesus being

raised from the dead, some of them laughed. But others wanted to hear more and believed in Jesus.

Next, Paul traveled to the city of Corinth where he met a Jewish man named Aquila (uh KWIL uh) and

his wife, Priscilla. They were tentmakers, and so was Paul, so Paul stayed and worked with them. On

each Sabbath, Paul went to the synagogue to share the good news about Jesus. Silas and Timothy
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joined Paul, but the Jewish leaders rejected the message. So, Paul began to teach the Greeks about

Jesus. Many Corinthians believed the good news.

One night God spoke to Paul in a vision, saying, “Don’t be afraid, but keep on speaking and don’t be

silent. | am with you, and no one will lay ahand on you to hurt you, because | have many people in this

city: Paul stayed in Corinth for a year and a half, and the church there grew.

Then, Paul left his friends Silas and Timothy in Corinth and traveled to the city of Ephesus (EF uh

suhs) with Aquila and Priscilla. When Paul preached about Jesus in the Jewish synagogue, the Jews

asked to learn more. So Aquila and Priscilla stayed in Ephesus while Paul journeyed back to Syrian

Antioch and spent time with the church there.

JESUS CONNECTION

The men of Athens worshiped a false god whom they did not know. Paul

explained God’s plan ofsalvation to them. He said that God is not like the Greek
idols. Only God deserves our worship! Paul talked about Jesus and the

resurrection: All people can know God because Jesus took the punishment for sin

that separates people from God.

LIFEWISE QUALITY (3-4 MIN)
WISDOM - Knowledge and skill for doing life God’s way.

Living LifeWise

God is the source of true wisdom, and His Word helps us learn how to live His way.

Character Connection

Wisdom is more than just knowing a lobofinformation.|t’s aboutliving out the best principles (God's

principles) for life and making good choices. Wisdom means both knowing what to do and doing it.

The men in Athens thought they were very wise. They talked about big ideas all the time. They were

known for their desire to think and live well. But while they pursued wisdom, they didn’t know God. They

were missing the heart of true wisdom. That's what Paul promised to help them understand.

Sometimes people make'somethingsound'good thatisn't wise) The Athenians weren't sure which gods

were real, and didn’t want to miss any, so they, worshiped everything. Our friends,or other people may try

to get us to do foolish things, too. But God reveals true wisdom in His Word. He helps us understand how
to live God’s way and to recognize unwise ideas when others suggest them.

Decide which idea is wise and which sounds wise, but really isn’t.

+ | should follow traffic laws whenion my bike OR It’s okay to ride on the street if I’m just going to my
friend's house down the road.

+ | canread any book | want, especially if my friend tells me it's good OR It’s okay not to read a

popular book because the story is not appropriate for me.

LW LESSON 101 WISDOM| Acts 17:1-18:22 5
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+ | have to know what | want to do with my life and pursue that wholeheartedly OR| can try lots of
things to learn what | like and what I’m good at.

+ God loves me and will help me live His way OR God isn't a big deal because I’m a student, so | can

wait to accept Him until I’m older.

es

BIBLE STORY REVIEW (5 MIN)
+ How did the Jewish leaders make trouble for Christians in Thessalonica?

They started a riot in the city, Acts 16:5

+ What did Paul see in Athens that made him upset?

The people there worshiped many idols, Acts»1 7:16

+ What does God want everyone to do?

Repent and turn to Ged, Acts 17:30:

+ Whowill judge the world?

Jesus, Acts 17:31

+ »|Howdid thepeople of Athensirespond to. the gospel?

Some laughed, others wanted to hear more, Acts 17:32-34

+ What is the gospel message?

Jesus died for our sins and rose from the dead

+ What did God promise Paul in a vision?

No one would hurt Paul and God would be with him, Acts 18:9-10

+ How long did Paul stay in Corinth?

One and a half years, Acts 18:11

REINFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES (5-10 MIN)

The Known God (Older Students)

+ Form groups of three or four. Give'@ach group apiece of paper and a pencil. Instruct groups to

choose one person to write. The writer should list the letters of the alphabet down the side of the

paper. Challenge the class to work together to makea list of things they know about God.
Encourage students to refer to the Bible forideas or suggesbthey use names for God,

descriptions of God or things God has done. Letters are intended to be prompts; students do not

need to fill them all. After several minutes, invite groups to share their lists. [Example descriptions:

Almighty, creatorgdelivereryeternal; faithful, good, love, jprovider,unchanging, wise:]

+ We've learned somuch abouit'God! Gods not a far-offstranger, In the Bible story we heard today,

the men of Athens worshiped a false god whom they did not know. Paul explained to the men

God's plan of salvation. He said that God is not like the Greek idols. Only God deserves our

worship! Paul talked about Jesus and the resurrection.Allpeople can know God because Jesus
took the punishment for sin. We can know God more by reading the Bible, God’s Word.

6 WISDOM| Acts 17:1-18:22 LW LESSON 101
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Tic Tac Toe (Older and Younger Students)

+ Remind the class that the book of Acts is the fifth book in the New Testament. It tells how the Holy

Spirit worked in the lives of those in the early church. It also details how the good news of Jesus

spread from Jews to Gentiles, and from Jerusalem to all the world.

+ Write nine Bible review questions on largecolored cards and hang them on the board or wall.

Make five Xs and five Os. Divide students into two teams. Teams may choose any question on the

board to answer. If the team answers correctly, they will put theirX or O over that question. To
win, a team must get a tic tac toe by answering three questions in a row.

The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (Older and Younger Students)

+ Devise hand motions to help the class rememberthe parts of the gospel. Repeat the steps with

your group multiple times, perhaps stating them as fast as possible or in slow motion. Repeat them

until everyone feels comfortable going through the steps on their own. Suggested hand motions:

~ God rules. [Move hands to head as though placing a crown.]

~ We sinned. [Cross arms over chest to make an X shape.]

< God,provided. [Shift tolook like. a cross.withJeftarm vertically oriented.)

<> Yesus gives. [Hold hands together as if cupping water and move them outward from belly.)

~ |We respond)[Lift up hands in celebration or worship.]

+ Paul traveled through Europe preaching the-gospel to all people. God wants us to be a part of

spreading the gospel too! It is helpful to know what you want to say before you share about God,

because it can make it less scary to tell another person about Jesus. The Bible says that the Holy

Spirit will also help us know what to say. Let’s all try to think of one person we could share the

gospel with this week. Remember that how the person responds to your sharing the gospel is not

in your control. We cannot make people believe, but we still tell about Jesus so they have the

opportunity to believe and be saved from sin.

Alphabetical Attributes (Older and Younger Students)

+ Guide the students to sit in a circlesOne student stants by.saying a word that describes God and
starts with the letter A. The next student will think of a word that describes God and starts with B

and so forth. Be ready to help students with trickier letters, like Q, X or Z. For example, you may

include words starting with ex- for the letterX:

+ Wow! We know lots about God. It’s amazing to think of how much He has revealed to us in His

Word. The people of Athens worshiped an unknown god, but the Bible teaches that God knows us

and wants us to know Him as our Father. Paul taught the people in Athens that the one true God

sent Jesus to be the Savior. God wants to have a personal,relationship with each of us through

Jesus. How amazing is that?!

Activity Pages & Recap Cards (5-10 min) (For in-class or take-home use)

+ Better and Better (Older Students)

+ Real or Fake? (Younger Students)

LW LESSON 101 WISDOM| Acts 17:1-18:22 7
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Prayer & Requests (3-5 min)
God, thank You for revealing Yourself to us in Your Word. Help us get to know You more. You are a God

who knows us, and we are thankful that we can know You. Amen.

8 WISDOM|Acts 17:1-18:22 LW LESSON 101
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[+++] LESSON 102: SACRIFICE
\AEERISE PAUL'S THIRD JOURNEY
OP, Acts 18:22-20:38
Nay ae

PAUL'S THIRD JOURNEY

+ Acts 18:22-20:38

+ Big Picture Q&A: How do people hear about Jesus? God uses Christians to tell others

about Jesus so they may repent and be saved.

+ Key Passage: Ephesians 2:8-9 - For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is

not from yourselves; it is God’s gift—not from works, so that no one can boast.

JESUS CONNECTION

As Paul traveled on his third missionary journey, he used every opportunity to tell people9) the good news about Jesus and to help the church. Paul was dedicated to Jesus, who

called him to do the work of sharing the gospel.

+ | LIFEWISE QUALITY
S=S SAGRIFICE -.Giving of myself to help someone else.

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

Paul’s third missionary journey was unlike his first two because he didn't set out to plant churches. Instead,
his mission was to encourage and strengthen existing churches. Paul wrote letters to the churches, but he

knew some guidance was best given in person. His journey began when he traveled back through the

regions of Galatia and Phyrgia, strengthening the churches.

Paul traveled to other churches and encouraged the believers. While Paul traveled, Aquila and Priscilla
interacted with a Jewish believer namedApollos. Apollos wasyaleader in the early church, and Aquila and

Priscilla helped him better understand Jesus and the Scriptures. Apollos went on to greatly help other

believers by showing through Scripture that Jesus is the Messiah.

The Holy Spirit led Paul to go to Jerusalem. This wasn't an easy call to obey. The Spirit revealed to Paul that

imprisonment and suffering awaited in Jerusalem (Acts 20:23). Hadn’t Paul done enough? He had spent

years preaching the gospel, and many people believed. Wasn't now a good time for Paul to retire

comfortablyon a beach somewhere?

But Paul did not cling to his own life, He used every opportunity to tell people the good news about Jesus

and to help the church. God helped Paulipreach with courage evenjwhen he was in danger. Paul was

dedicated to Jesus, who called him to do the work of sharing the gospel. Paul boarded the ship to

Jerusalem, uncertain of the future but certain of the goodness and grace of the Lord Jesus.

BIBLE TIMELINE & REVIEW (3 MIN)
Does anyone remember how manyimissionary journeys we'velearned about? (Two.) What are some of the

amazing things God did while Paul traveled to share the good news? (People chose to believe in Paul, God

LW LESSON 102 SACRIFICE|Acts 18:22-20:38 1
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protected Paul, people were healed.) What difficult things happened to Paul during his journeys? (Paul was

forced out of cities, beaten, put in jail, persecuted, stoned, etc.) Does anyone remember what places Paul

shared the gospel during our last lesson? (Thessalonica, Berea, Athens, Corinth and Ephesus.) What was Paul

upset about when he arrived in Athens? (The people worshiped many idols.) How did the people of Athens

respond when Paul taught them about the.one.true God and. Savior? (Some laughed, but others believed.)

By the time Paul took his third missionary journey, about 20 years had passed since Jesus died on the
cross and rose from the dead. His third journey wasa little different than the first two trips. This time,
instead of beginning new churches, he visited all the churches that had already been started.

SESSION STARTERS (5-10 MIN)

Worth It! (Older Students)

+ Use tape to mark a line across the,room.|Use pieces of tape to mark the one-quarter, halfway and

three-quarter points on the line. Prepare the following signs to display along the line: Definitely

(start); Probably (one-quarter); Maybe (halfway); Probably Not (three-quarters); Definitely Not (end).

Explain that for each statementyou read, students should stand on the line to indicate whether or
not they would do what the statement says.

~ Eat atuna pickle burger to make your friend laugh.

+ Skipa party tohelp a grandparent do yard work:

<> Skip recess to help a friend with math homework.

~ Travel 8 hours to visit your favorite theme park.
<> Doextra chores to earn more screen time.

<> Sit with a new student at lunch.

~ Face pain and suffering to tell others about Jesus.

+ Did anyone have a hard time deciding if you would do that last one?As we will see in today’s Bible
story, following Jesus isn’t easy—but it is worth it!

Courage Ahead (Older and Younger Students)

+ Invite the class to stand. As yowneadieachseenario, theyshould silently act out how they would

react. Pause to allow students to respond to each scenario.

~ You jump into a pool with your eyes closed.

< You walk into a dark room.

~ You hear something outside of your camping tent.

~ You walk into a crowded room of strangers.

~ You step into'a muddy lake.

+ How do you feel going into something when you don't know the outcome? In today's Bible story,

Paul wasn't sure what was ahead of him, but he knew Godwould be with him. We will hear about

Paul’s courageous journey.

A Round and a Round (Younger Students)
+ Teach the class the following simple song, to the tune of “Row, Row, Row Your Boat.’ Then, teach

them how to sing the song as a round. Splitthe group into three parts, instructing the second and

third group to start singing onemeasure after the first group.

2 SACRIFICE | Acts 18:22-20:38 LW LESSON 102
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+ Song: “Preach, preach, preach the Word every place you go! Here-a-bit, there-a-bit, ev-er-y

where-a-bit, See the gospel grow.’

+ Around is a fun way to sing a song where each part starts before the previous part has ended.

When you sing a round, the song can go on and on in circles. God's plan for Paul's life took him

around and around the Mediterranean Séa, Today, we will hear about his third missionary journey.

KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITY/BIG PICRURE Q&ANSMIN)

Ephesians 2:8-9

For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift—not from works,
so that no one can boast.

Word-For-Word Relay (Older and Younger Students)

+ Show the key passage poster and say it aloud together. Form two teams. Teams will line up on one

side of the room, opposite a large paper or whiteboard. Give the first player in each line a writing

utensil. When you say “go,’ the first player should race to the board and write the first word of the

versepreturnito hisiteamyandihand thewriting utensiljtorthe next playersSheshould runitorthe

board, write the next word and race back, Students will continue the relay until both teams finish

the verse. Gently correct any mistakes during the race.

Big Picture Q&A

Q: How do people hear about Jesus?

A: God uses Christians to tell others about Jesus so they may repent and be saved.

BIBLE STORY (10 MIN)

Paul’s Third Journey | Acts 18:22-20:38

After Paul spent some time with the church in Syrian Antioch, he visited churches throughout

Galatia and Phrygia to help the believers grow stronger in their faith.

While Paul was traveling, a Jew named Apollos (uh PAHL uhs) came to Ephesus. Apollos knew the

Scriptures well. Apollos liked to tell people aboutJesus, and what he taught was true. But he did not

understand everything about Jesus, so Priscilla and Aquila took him to their home and explained more

to him. Apollos traveled to Corinth and taught others, using the Scriptures to show that Jesus is the
Messiah.

When Paul arrived in Ephesus, he found some men who believed in God and taught them more about

Jesus. Then, he shared the gospel in the Jewish synagogue for three months. When Paul saw that the

Jews refused to believe, he left the synagogue and taught in the hall of Tyrannus for two years. Jews

and Greeks all over Asia heard the good news about Jesus.

While Paul was in Ephesus, God did’many miracles through him: The sick were healed and evil spirits

came out of people. Those who had practiced magic turned away from it, collected their books and

burned them. God’s Word spread, and many believed in Jesus.
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About this time, an idol maker in Ephesus named Demetrius became upset that Paul was teaching

people not to worship idols. He stirred up the crowd and started a riot in the city. They dragged Paul's
companions to the amphitheater. They were angry and accused Paul of insulting Artemis, the idol they

worshiped. For two hours, they shouted “Great is Artemis,’ until a city official encouraged the crowd to

take their complaints to the city courts and sent them away.

After the riot, Paul sent for the believers, encouraged them and said goodbye. He traveled to the

churches in Macedonia and strengthened them. He spent three months in Greece until the Jews

there threatened to hurt him. Then, he went back to Philippi and stayed for one week with the
church there.

Next, Paul journeyed to Troas and taught the believers there.One day, he spoke about God’s Word

until midnight. A young man named Eutychus was sitting ona window sill. He fell into a deep sleep as Paul

talked and fell down from a third story window and died. Paul went down, bent over and hugged Eutychus.
Then, he said to the believers, “Don't be afraid, because.he's alive” Everyone was comforted because the

boy had been brought back to life!

After this, Paul traveled back toward Ephesus. He decided not to stop in Ephesus, but he asked the

leaders of the church there to meet him in the nearby city of Miletus. Paul said to them, “I am obeying

the Spirit and am going to'sail to Jerusalem. | do not know what will happen to me there, but. Lknow

that trouble and jail wait for me. | do not care about my own life. The most important thing is that |

finish the work Jesus gave me to do. | want to tell people the good news of God's grace.”

Paul encouraged the leaders, saying “God Himself and His Word are able to build you up and give you

every spiritual gift needed to follow Jesus. Remember to stay alert and guard the Church from false

teaching. Stand up for the truth | have taught you!”

Paul and the church leaders prayed together, and they cried because they knew they might never see

Paul again. Then, they went with him to the ship to say goodbye.

JESUS CONNECTION

As Paul traveled on his thirdsmissionary journey, he used every opportunity to tell
people the good news about Jesus.and to help the church. Paul was dedicated to

Jesus, who called him to do the work of sharing the gospel.

a

LIFEWISE QUALITY (3>4 MIN)
SACRIFICE - Giving of myself to help someone else.

Living LifeWise

Because God provides for all our needs, we can sacrifice for others.

Character Connection

Usually, a “good cause” is one where a group is helping people in a good or important way and we want to

be involved. But getting involved usually involves sacrifice. Wegive our money or show up and volunteer

our time or abilities to help the group help others. It costs us something.
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Doing his part in God's big plan (the Great Commission) was the most important thing to Paul. Jesus had

sacrificed to provide what Paul needed, so he was willing to give up everything (his time, comfort, safety,

even his life) to share with people about Jesus. Jesus provides everything we need too. Because of that, we

can be willing to sacrifice to help others, share His love and talk about Jesus.

We probably won't travel all over or face threats Or, go t0 jail, like Paul did. But God can help us sacrifice in

different ways. Which of these ideas are good ways we can sacrifice for others this week? Which ones do

not showa sacrifice?

+ Holding open a door to let someone else go through first.

+ Breaking your snack to share it, but taking the bigger piece because it was yours.

+ Offering to help a neighbor.

ef

BIBLE STORY REVIEW (5 MIN)

+ Why did Paul go ona third missionary journey?
To strengthen the churches, Acts 18:23

+ Whatkind of miraclesdid God do through Paul in Ephesus?

He healed the,sick and cast out evil/spirits, Acts 19:41

+ What did people in Ephesus burn to show they wanted to follow Jesus?

Their magic books, Acts 19:19

+ Whostarted ariot against Paul in Ephesus?

Demitrius, an idol maker, Acts 19:23-28

+ What happened to Eutychus, after he fell out of the window and died?

Paul brought him back to life through Jesus’ power, Acts 20:9-10

+ Paul met with the church leaders from what city?

Ephesus, Acts 20:17

+ The Holy Spirit led Paul towardwhat city?

Jerusalem, Acts 20:22

+ How did Paul encourage the church leaders in Ephesus during their last meeting?

He reminded them to rely on God and His Word and to guard the church, and he prayed with

them, Acts 20:25-36

REINFORCEMEN()AGTI VAMIES (5-10 MIN)
Missionary Journey Jeopardy (Older and Younger Students)

+ Before class, write three categories (People, Places, Blessings & Hardships) on separate papers

and hang them on the board or wall. Under each category, write on the board or hang papers with

point values to represent the questions. On a separate piece of paper, list the questions by

category and point values (see below). Questions can be written on paper for the students to

read, or you can read the questions to them. Be sure each category has questions that are easy

(200 points), moderately challenging (400,and 600 points) and.difficult (800 and 1000 points).

+ Split the class into two or three'teams. Teams will take.turns choosing the category and point

value to answer. Students may answer as a group or individually, but will only have 30 seconds to
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answer. If they are correct, the team earns the points listed. If incorrect, the next team will have a

chance to answer and (if correct) choose a question for their turn. There are no point deductions

for incorrect answers. For extra fun, secretly designate some “daily double” questions that are

worth twice the listed amount of points.

+ Suggested Questions:

~ People

e 200 - Whom did Paulishare the good news with? (Jews and Gentiles, or everyone)

e 400 - What was the occupation of Aquila and his wife, Priscilla? (Tentmaker)

e 600 - Who helped Paul onhis first missionary journey? (Barnabas)
e 800 - Howdid Paul help thejailer in Philipppi?¢He remained in his cell, saved his life

and shared the gospel with him)

e 1,000 - Who chose Paul and Barnabus to be missionaries? (The Holy Spirit)

<> Places

e 200 - Where did Paul go every Sabbath? (The synagogue)

e 400 - Where did Paul return after his missionary journeys? (Syrian Antioch)
e 600-Where did God tell Paul to go ina vision? (Macedonia, Philippi)

e 800-Where did Paul and Barnabas meet Lydia? (By the river)

e 1,000 - Paul met with elders of a church at the end of his third journey. What city

were they from? (Ephesus)

~ Blessings and Hardships

e 200- What did the Holy Spirit tell Paul was waiting for him in Jerusalem?

(Trouble, prison)

e 400 -What did the Jews from Antioch and Iconium do to Paul? (Stoned him and

dragged him out of town)

e 600 - What happened after Paul was stoned? (Believers prayed for Paul, Paul was

still alive and got up)

e 800 - InLystra, Paul healed.a man who had what problem? (He could not walk)

e 1,000 - Why were Paul and Silas\put in prison on Paul's second missionary
journey? (They castiout an evil spirit fron,asservant girl who was telling the future)

Facing Resistance (Older and Younger Students)

+ Before the session, tightly wrap a candy bar in wrapping paper. Use generous amounts of tape and

wrap the candy bar in multiple layers so it is difficult to open. Guide the class to stand ina circle.

Give one student the wrapped candy bar. Play music and instruct the class to pass the candy

around the circle. When you,pause the music, the student holding the candy may begin

unwrapping it. The rest of the class should count down from five, When they reach zero, start the

music again. The class should resume passing the candy. Continue to pause the music, allowing

students five-second intervals to unwrap the candy before passing it around the circle. Play until

all the wrapping paper is removed. You may choose to provide individually wrapped candies for
students to take home.

+ Unwrapping that candy was not an easy task, but you worked so hard! You knew that the reward

waiting for you was greater.than any difficulty you would face to get it. In our Bible story today,

God helped Paul preach with courage even when he was in danger. Paul looked forward to the day

6 SACRIFICE | Acts 18:22-20:38 LW LESSON 102
© 2019 LifeWise used by permission



when he would experience his reward: eternal life with Jesus. We can dedicate our lives to making

Jesus known because any suffering we face in this life doesn’t compare to the joy that waits for us

in eternity.

Missionary Role-Play (Older and Younger Students)
+ Describe a few scenarios for the class. Invite volunteersito act out or discuss each scenario to

show how they could honor God and share the gospel in each situation.

~ Abully at school pushes you at lunch to take your spot in line.

~ Afriend tells you that his parents have been fighting a lot and he feels very alone.

~ You hear someone at recess say, “Only dorks go to church!”

~ You forgot to finish your spelling homework, buta'friend offers to let you copy hers.

+ God helped Paul preach with courage even when he was in danger. Every day we encounter all

kinds of situations where we can choose to honor God with our lives. Sometimes, it is much easier

to ignore the Holy Spirit than it is to trust Him and speak out in hard times. The wonderful thing

about the gospel is that it is the message of God’s power to change our lives and give us hope for

the future. No matter what we face, we can know that our eternity is with God.

Cards For Missionaries(Older and Younger Students).
+ Research how to get mail to missionaries ip or from the nearby community. Supply the class with

paper, markers and other craft supplies and help them write encouraging notes to missionaries.

+ Beinga missionary is often a difficult calling. God gives us the Holy Spirit to help us push through
hard times and obey Him even when we are afraid. God helped Paul preach with courage even

when he was in danger, and the church prayed for and encouraged Paul. We can pray for and

encourage missionaries too!

Activity Pages & Recap Cards (5-10 min) (For in-class or take-home use)

+ Third Journey Word Search (Older Students)

~ Answers: 1. Corinth, Ephesus; 2. Troas; 3. Ephesus, Jerusalem.

+ What's Wrong? (Younger Students)

Prayer & Requests (3-5 min)

Lord God, help us to trust Your plan even when we feel uncomfortable. We believe that You are good and

in control. Use us to take the good news of Jesus to all the nations. Amen.
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[+++] LESSON 103: TRUTHFULNESS
\AEERISE PAUL CONFRONTED PETER
OP, Galatians 2:11-21Yay Leos 4

PAUL CONFRONTED PETER

+ Galatians 2:11-21

+ Big Picture Q&A: Why does God want us to obey Him? Obedience is our response to©) God's love for us.

+ Key Passage: Galatians 2:20 - | have been crucified with Christ, and | no longer live,

but Christ lives in me. The life | now live inthe body, | live by faith in the Son of God,

who loved me and gave Himself for me.

JESUS CONNECTION

Peter was wrong to separate himself from the Gentiles. The gospel is for everyone, and9) we should show love to everyone. Paul reminded Peter that only Jesus can save people

from sin. God accepts people who have faith in Jesus, not people who try to earn
salvation on their own.

+ “TIFEWISE QUALITY
= TRUTHFULNESS - Choosing not to lie or deceive others.

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

Peter, one of Jesus’ original disciples, had grown up ina culture where the Jews believed that God only

cared about them, not the Gentiles. Because of this, most of the Jews looked down on the Gentiles and

refused to even associate with them. Jews believed Gentiles were unclean; Gentiles didn't live the right

way to please God. Any Jew who did associate with Gentiles did so at the risk of being ridiculed by his own

people.

After Jesus’ resurrection and ascension, God shared with Peter that He loved not only the Jews, but the

Gentiles as well (Acts 10:9- 16). Peter took to heartythis message from God and began associating with

Gentiles, even eating with Gentile believers—that is, until some Jewish believers came around. When he

was among Jews, Peter did not eat with the Gentiles and even told them they were supposed to follow

certain Jewish laws. Butheknew thatwasmnot truehPeter alsoled)Barnabassknowmfor encouraging

believers and bringing them together, into acting the same way.

When the Apostle Paul learned about this, he confronted Peter in person. Paul reminded Peter that they
both knew that God accepts people not based on how they live, but by faith (Rom. 3:21-22). Peter’s

actions contradicted that core gospel message.

Paul shared this story with the belieVéersin Galatia (a Major province of Rome in modern Turkey) to remind

them, and us, of the same truth, Salvation is not based on ethnicity or external obedience to the law.

Salvation comes from faith in Jesus Christ, a faith that is freely available to people of every tongue, tribe
and nation.
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As you teach this week, encourage your students not to wonder if they have what it takes to be saved from

sin. Salvation is found in Jesus. Remind them that because God loves all people, we—in Jesus—can love all

people too.

BIBLE TIMELINE & REVIEW (3 MIN)

Does anyone remember how many missionary journeys we've learned about? (Three.) What are some of
the amazing things God did while Paul traveled to share the good news? (People believed in Jesus, God

protected Paul, people were healed.) What difficult things happened to Paul along the way? (He was run out of

cities, beaten, put in jail, persecuted, stoned, etc.)

After the Holy Spirit came and Jesus’ disciples began sharing the gospel in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and

beyond, the early church grew. People didn’t always get along as more and more people became part of

the church. The leaders in the church reminded the believers that they can get along and love one another

because Jesus is our ultimate leader, and we all have the same mission: to share the gospel with the entire

world. Today’s Bible story is about a letter Paul wrote to believers in Galatia.

SESSIQN:STARTERSA5=1 Odi):

Caught! (Older Students)

+ The classwillsit in a circle and try to passa sigh or gesture (tap your nose, wiggle your tongue,
wave your right‘hand, etc.) between playerswithout getting caughtsChoose one playentorstart

the gesture and a volunteer to stand in the middle and look for the sign. When the volunteer's

back is turned, the first player will look at another player in the circle and make the sign. That

player will “catch” the sign by doing it and pass it to a different player. If the volunteer sees

someone making the sign, the caught player moves to the middle. Continue as time allows.

+ That was tricky! It wasn’t easy not to get caught. Today, we are going to hear a Bible story about a

time Peter did not want to get caught eating with his friends who were not Jews. That sounds

strange. Let's find out what happened.

How Many Ways? (Older Studefits)

+ Split into groups of three or four, Provide each team with a pencil and paper. Assign each group a

simple task (e.g., tying a shoe, making a paper airplane, kickinga ball, inflating a balloon, eating a
piece of candy). Ask them to brainstorm as many different ways as they can to accomplish simple

tasks. After a few moments, let each group explain their ideas.

+ Many tasks can.bedone in.more.than one way.Thereis.only.one way.to be. saved from sin, though.

Today, we will hear more about whatthatmeans.

Listen to Others (Younger Students)
+ Choose a volunteer to stand with her back to the rest of the class. Provide a Bible and invite

another student to read three Bible book names from the table of contents or a verse from the

Psalms. The volunteer should guess whose voice she heard. Play three rounds and then choose a

new volunteer to guess voices.

+ = Think of all the voices you hear each day. They each may be telling you to think and do certain
things. Today’s Bible story tells us whose voice mattersimost of all.
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Inverse Simon Says (Younger Students)

+ Give commands to the class. Start some commands with the phrase “Simon says” and some

without. However, in this version of the game, students will obey when the commands are issued

plainly, not when they are preceded by “Simon says.’ Each time a player fails to obey when he

should, or obeys when he should notsheis out. Playuntil only one student remains.

+ That game was backward from how we usually play. Instead of obeying Simon, we had to resist

what Simon told us. In our story today, we will learn about a time Peter, an apostle of Jesus, was

listening to people who pressured him to sin instead of resisting them.

Oo

KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITY/BIGPICTURBIQ&A ( SIMINY
Galatians 2:20

| have been crucified with Christ, and | no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life | now live in the body, |

live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself forme.

Heart Grid (Older Students)

+ ‘Beforeclass, plage nine sheets of red construction paperin,a three-by=three grid. You may need to

use tape to hold the sheets in place. Draw a heart that touches each sheet in at least one place,

except the middle sheet. Then, flip the sheets over and write a few words from the key passage on

eachisheet. Mix upithe sheets and, during class, invite students to put the sheets in the correct

order. Then, flip them over to reveal the heart shape.

+ Paul wrote these words to the Galatian believers. Paul said that his life was crucified with Christ.

In away, Paul died to his old way of living. He turned away from living for himself and lived for

Jesus. Part of living for Jesus is loving the way Jesus loves. We love others because God loved us.

Key Passage Echo (Older and Younger Students)

+ Teach students motions for key phrases of Galatians 2:20 and practice them several times. Display

the key passage poster or write the verse on the board. Divide the passage into six sections. Then,

form two groups. Group A will say the first section with themotions, and group B will echo them.

Repeat with the other sections. Read and echo the entire passage again with groupB starting and
groupA echoing.

Big Picture Q&A

Q: Why does God want us to obey Him?

A: Obedience is ounresponse toGodisiove for uss

BIBLE STORY (10°MIN}

Paul Confronts Peter | Galatians 2:11-21

The Apostle Paul worked hard to share the good news with people everywhere he went. He told both

Jews and Gentiles (non-Jews) about Jesus, Paulalso wanted to make sure that people did not believe

things that were not true.
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To help them know what is true, Paul wrote a letter to the believers at the church of Galatia (guh LAY
shuh). Galatia was a part of the Roman Empire and is in the modern day country of Turkey. The Christians

there were mostly Gentiles. In his letter, Paul told the believers about Peter’s poor choice.

Peter was a follower of Jesus and one of Jesus’ twelve disciples. Peter was also a Jew. He grew up

being taught that God only cared about Jews, not the Gentiles. Jews believed Gentiles didn't live the right

way to please God, so they refused to be around them at all. Peter knew that God accepted Gentiles and

Jews, and he ate meals with the Gentile believers. But when the Jewish believers were around, Peter

did not eat with the Gentiles. He pretended to believe that Gentiles were supposed to follow certain

Jewish rules, even though that was not true.

Paul wrote that Peter was wrong todo thatsPeterletpeoplesinstead of God, push him toward acting a

certain way. And when Peter did what was wrong, other people started doing what was wrong too.

Paul wrote that we are saved through faith in Jesus alone. He explained that Peter was not showing

that he believed this. Paul met with Peter and said in front of everyone there that God does not accept

people because they follow His law or obey certain rules. So, why would Peter want the Gentiles to

obey all the Jewish rules? God accepts both Jews and Gentiles who have faith in Jesus.

The law showed Paul that.he needed Jesus to save him from sin. Because of Jesus, Paul and Peter and

every other believer can choose to live for God.

Paul wrote to the believers, “Now my old way of living is dead—as if | too were crucified with Jesus. Jesus

gave me new life.’ Faith in Jesus means saying no to sin. It means trusting in Jesus alone for forgiveness

and eternal life. Faith means remembering God's grace and kindness toward sinners. “If we could be

saved by obeying the law,” said Paul, “Jesus did not need to die.”

JESUS CONNECTION

Peter was wrong to separate himself from the Gentiles. The gospel is for

everyone, and we should.show love.to everyone. Paul reminded Peter that only

Jesus can save people from sin.God accepts people who have faith in Jesus, not

people who try to earn salvation on their own.

a

LIFEWISE QUALITY (3-4 MIN)
TRUTHFULNESS - Choosing not to lie or deceive others.

Living LifeWise

God's Word is true, so we should speak and live out what the Bible teaches.

Character Connection

Show the optical illusion of the young Woman/old woman 'face. Which do'the students see first? Help

them see both faces if possible.

This is a really cool illusion, isn’t it? Wedike how one picture shows two different faces, depending on how

you look at it. Of course, that’s fine with an illusion, but in real life, living two different ways, depending on
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who you're with, can be a big problem. Because when we say one thing, but do another (or do it some of

the time, with certain people), it makes us a liar.

Peter had this problem, and Paul challenged him on it. Either God's Word is true all the time, or it isn’t. But

it can’t be both ways. And when we have to choose, like Peter did, we need to choose God’s Word and

God's ways. What He says is always true, and He will help us live His way all the time, even when someone
else is watching.

Sometimes we change how we act or pretendjsomething tolimpress someone else. How can you speak and

live truthfully in these situations:

+ A friend complains that the new math lesson was hard, but it wasn’t for you.

+ Some students on the bus ask ifyou agree that a new movie is good (or bad), but you don't agree.

+ Aclassmate tells you to stop sitting or playing with another classmate because she’s mad at him.

ee ee

BIBLE STORY REVIEW (5 MIN)
+ The book of Galatians comes right before which book in the Bible?

Ephesians

+ What government controlled the area of Galatia?

The RomanEmpire

+ What current country is Galatia located in?

Turkey

+ What did Peter grow up believing?

God only accepted Jews

+ How did the Jews treat the Gentiles?

They refused to be around them

+ Peter felt pressure to do certain things when he was around what group of people?

Jews

+ What was Peter wrong to avoid?

Eating with the Gentiles

+ Who told Peter he was wrong to do this?

Paul

+ Can good deeds and obedience save a person from sin?

No

+ What saves people from sin?

Faith in Jesus Christ

+ What happens to our old life when we trust in Jesus?

Our old life is crucifiedand replaced by new life in Christ

+ Why does God want us to obey Him?

Obedience is our response to God's love for us.

LW LESSON 103 TRUTHFULNESS| Galatians 2:11-21 5
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REINFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES (5-10 MIN)

All Aboard! (Older Students)

+ Form groups of six to eight students. Give each group an outdoor blanket or tarp that they will

spread out and stand on. Challenge teams to work together to turn over the tarp without any

team members stepping onto the floonm Give a five=minute time limit. Increase the challenge by

assigning more students to one blanket or reducing the time limit.

+ Good job! What was hard about this game? Whatwas‘easy? [Allow responses.] Our Bible story

today reminds us that God saves all people—Jews and Gentiles. You worked really hard to

accomplish the task of flipping the blanket over. But no matter how hard you work, no one can

save himself—not by following certain rules or avoiding certain foods. Paul wrote that we are

saved through faith in Jesus alone. Because God loves and welcomes all people, we—in Jesus—can

love and welcome all people too.

Follow the Rules (Older Students)

+ Play agame like Red Light, Green Light, but add in many more rules. Write the rules on the board
or a powerpoint slide ahead of time. Make it clear to the students that the only way to win is to
reachithe far sideof the room without breaking any rules) Each time a student is caught breaking a

rule, he must retunp.to the starting point, If your group is,growing frustrated with the rules, revert
to the classic rules.

+ Suggested Rules:

~ They may only move when you say “green light.”

~ They must stop when you say “red light.”

~ They must always begin moving with their left foot.

~ They cannot take more than three steps forward during a single “green light.”

~ Onevery fourth step, they must take one step back.

~ They must stand on one foot when you say “pink light.”

~ They must say a passphrase to cross the midpoint of the room: “Peter’s preference to

postpone pigging out with people perplexed Paul.”

+ The rules in that game were complicated and nearly impossible to obey perfectly. Each rule made
it harder for you to reach the far side of the room. In a similar way, the Law was impossible to obey

perfectly. On our own, we could never reachiGod. That is why God came to us. Jesus obeyed

God's law perfectly and died for our sin. When we trust in Him, our sin is forgiven, and we get new

life through Him. Paul wrote that we are saved through faith in Jesus alone.

True or False (Older and Younger Students)

+ Explain that you will read a sentence about the Bible story. If students think the sentence is true,

they should clap. If they think itis false, they should boo. For each false sentence, give the correct
answer.

~The book of Galatians is a letter written by Peter. (False; Paul)

~ Galatia was partof the Roman Empire. (True)

~ Galatia is located in modern-day Italy. (False; Turkey.)

~ Peter grew up believing that God accepted everyone, (False; that God only accepted Jews)

~ The Jews refused tobe around Gentiles. (True)
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~ Peter felt no pressure to do certain things when he was around the Jews. (False; he felt

pressure)

~ Paul told Peter that he was wrong to avoid eating with the Gentiles. (True)

~ Peter pretended to believe that Gentiles were supposed to follow certain Jewish rules.

(True)

~ Apersonis made right with God by obeying the law. (False; by faith in Jesus alone)

~ Paul said that Jesus gave him new life. (True)

~ If we could be saved by obeying the law, Jesus’still needed to die. (False; Jesus wouldn't

have had to die if we could be saved through the law)

~ The gospel is for everyone, and we should show love to everyone. (True)

What's Different? (Older and Younger Students)

+ Arrange an assortment of items and toys on a tray or table, and cover them with a large cloth or

sheet. Challenge the class to observe the items closely for a set amount of time. When the timer

rings, cover them again. Making sure the class cannot see which item or items you choose, remove

or rearrange some items in the set. Reveal the set again, and challenge the students to guess what
is different.

+ The differences between the first reveal and the second reveal were small and hard to spot. In our
story, Peter treated Gentiles differently/as though they needed to do something extra to be saved.

We do not obey,God.to be saved because we cannot obey God perfectly. Paul wrote that we are

saved through faith in Jesus alone, not by obeying God. Why does God want us to obey Him?

Obedience is our response to God's love for us.

Weave Welcome Mats (Younger Students)

+ Before the session, cut long 14-inch strips from different colored sheets of construction paper.

Provide each student with a piece of construction paper and scissors. Assist students in following
the instructions:

~ Fold the paper in half lengthwise (like a hot dog bun).

~ From the fold, cut linesyabout 1 inchyapart. Stopreutting about 1 inch from the edge of the

paper.

~ Open the paper. Weave the paper strips over and under each cut.

~ Continue weaving, alternating colorsif you like, until the paper is full. Trim any excess

from the strips.

~ When students finish weaving, supply markers and instruct students to write Welcome on

their mats. Encourage them to display the mats.athome as areminder that God welcomes

all people into His family.

+ Paul wrote that we are saved through faith in Jesus alone. We don't have to wonder if we—or

someone else—has what it takes to be saved. Jesus did all the work required for our salvation by

living the perfect life and dying the death we deserve on the cross. Because God loves and

welcomes all people, we—in Jesus—can love and welcome all people, too.

Activity Pages & Recap Cards (5-10 min)\For in-class or take-home use)

+ Different Than (Older Students)

+ Better Together (Younger Students)
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Prayer & Requests (3-5 min)
Lord God, we trust that salvation comes through faith alone. Thank You for loving us and welcoming us

into Your family through Jesus. Help us to love and welcome others too. Amen.
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[+++] LESSON 104: HOPE
\AEERISE THE CHURCH WAS DIVIDED
OP, 1 Corinthians 1:10-31; Acts 18:1-4, 9-11
Nay ae

THE CHURCH WAS DIVIDED

¢ 1Corinthians 1:10-31; Acts 18:4-4, 9-11

+ Big Picture Q&A: Why does God want us to obey Him? Obedience is our response to

God's love for us.

+ Key Passage: Galatians 2:20 - | have been crucified with Christ, and | no longer live,

but Christ lives in me. The life | now live inthe body, | live by faith in the Son of God,

who loved me and gave Himself for me.

JESUS CONNECTION

Paul told believers in the Corinthian church to come together because of the gospel of
Jesus. He reminded them that Jesus saves sinners. Because of Jesus and what He has

done, believers can humbly come together as one body.

+ | LIFEWISE QUALITY
= HOPE - Expecting God will do what is best in every situation.

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

Paul helped start the church in Corinth, a city in southern Greece, during his second missionary journey.
Corinth was known for its wickedness. If any city needed a church, this was it. Paul remained in Corinth for

about 18 months and then continued traveling to share the gospel and plant more churches.

Six years later, Paul received word from Chloe, a believer in Corinth, that the church there was struggling.

The church was fractured and openly engaged in.various sinsySome,believers were even denying the

resurrection! This news surely troubled Paul, so he sat down to write a letter to the church.

One of the first issues Paul addressed was the church’sdivision. Even if he could help resolve the other

issues, a divided church would never be healthy and impact the city the way it needed to. According to

Chloe's report, several factions had formed in the church. Some claimed to follow Paul. Others, Apollos.

Others, Peter. And some even claimed to follow Jesus, which wasn't as good as it sounded. This group was

most likely simply trying to sound more spiritual than the others.

Paul told the Corinthian believers that they should not be divided; they should all be one because of their

shared faith in Jesus. Jesus isn’t.divideédyand He alone died on the’ross for them. Paul’s message was

clear: the gospel does not divide believers; it unites them.

We all—students included—are experts in finding ways.to divide ourselves.Sin and selfishness divide, but

Jesus and the gospel unite. God designed the church to show what true unity among a beautifully diverse

people looks like. This week, pray that the message Paul shared with the Corinthian believers takes root in

your heart and in the hearts of your students. Pray that God would break down the barriers we create and

bring your classes together as brothers and sisters in Christ.
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BIBLE TIMELINE & REVIEW (3 MIN)
The whole Bible tells about God's love for us. We have been learning about the early church and how the

gospel, the good news about Jesus, began,spreading in the world. Paul, a missionary, told people about

Jesus and helped start churches. He wrote letters to churches. Last week, we learned about a letter Paul

wrote to the Galatian church. Do you remember what Paul told Peter he should not do? (Avoid eating with

Gentiles.) Why was Peter wrong to do this? (God.accepts all people who place their faith in Him.) Today’s Bible

story is about a letter Paul wrote to the church at Corinth. This was a church that was divided instead of
united in Christ.

SESSION STARTERS (5-10 MIN)

Triple Threat (Older Students)

+ Form teams of three students. Read the following sets of three things. Each team will work

together to solve the riddles by identifying what the three things have in common. Feel free to use

the following riddles or create your own.

4» Apples, bananas; peaches (all fruit)

~\ Stop signs,tomatoes, blood (all red)

~ | Cities, countries, chickens (all start with C)
* Top, shopymop (all rhyme)

~ Cats, dogs, books (all have tails/tales)

+ Each set of three things had something that united them. Your job was to figure out what that
was! We don't have to figure out what unites Christians. God has revealed it to us through His

Word. Paul wrote that Christians are joined together by faith in Jesus. That means that even when
we disagree on some things, we can remain united and work together for the most important

thing: spreading the truth of the gospel.

Board the Bus (Older and Younger Students)

+ Create two parallel lines a few feet aparton thefloor usingropes or masking tape. Instruct the

class to stand around the lines. Explain that you will say a word pair. Students who prefer the first

word should “board the bus” by standing on the first line. To choose the second word, they will

“board the bus” by standing on the second life. You may allow volunteers to explain their choices

before resetting for another round. [Suggested word pairs: summer/winter, dogs/cats,

pizza/sandwiches, yellow/blue, breakfast/dinner, showers/baths, basketball/baseball, video games/board

games and so ons]

+ Ifyou prefer summer, do you'think you can get along with people who prefer winter? Can people

who prefer pizza get along with people who prefer sandwiches? Today's Bible story is about some
believers in the church who let their differences divide them. Paul wrote a letter to tell them to

come together because of the most important thing: their faith in Jesus.

Puzzle Time (Younger Students)

+ Empty the contents of an age-appropriatepuzzle onto the floor for the students to see. Allow

them to sort through the pieces and try to guess what the puzzle is a picture of without looking at

the box or completing the puzzle. Then, allow them to work together to complete the puzzle.
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+ Inapuzzle, each piece is different from the other pieces, but when they come together, they make

one beautiful picture. Today, we will hear about a church that was not coming together but was

dividing themselves based on their differences.
On

KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITY/BIG PICTURE Q&A (SMIN)
Galatians 2:20

| have been crucified with Christ, and | no longerilive, bubChrist lives in me. The life | now live in the body, |

live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himselffor me.

Shoulder to Shoulder (Older Students)

+ Direct the class to line up in a single row, shoulder to shoulder. Say the first word of the key

passage, and then point to each student in succession to say the next word, one at a time. When

they complete the verse, start again. You may display the key passage poster if needed.

Key Passage Puzzle (Older and Younger Students)

+ Before the session, print a copy of the key passage poster and cut it into several pieces. If your

grouipiis large, prepare@multiple sets andiform several groups. Display the!key passage poster and

read it aloud together. Distribute the puzzle(s) and challenge the class or groups to assemble it.

When they finish, lead everyone to say the key passage together again.

Big Picture Q&A

Q: Why does God want us to obey Him?

A: Obedience is our response to God's love for us.

BIBLE STORY (10 MIN)

The Church Was Divided | 1 Corinthians 1:10-31; Acts 18:1-4, 9-11

The city of Corinth, in Greece, was known for its great sinfulness, so what better place to start a church?

Paul shared the gospel with both Jews and Greeks in Corinth. Some Jews believed, including a Jewish

man named Aquila (uh KWIL uh) and his wife, Priscilla. Paul stayed with them and worked at their

tent-making business. Aquila and Priscilla joined Paul insharing the. gospel. Although most Jews rejected

the good news of Jesus, many Greeks believed.

God encouraged Paul by speaking to him in a vision one night. The Lord said, “Don't be afraid, but keep on

speaking and don't be silentFor lanuwithyou, andino one willlaya hand onsyou tovhurt you, because |

have many people in this city!

So, Paul started the Corinthian church and stayed there for about a year and a half. Then, he traveled
on to keep preaching the good news of Jesus.

Six years later, Paul received word from Chloe, a believer in Corinth, that the church there was

struggling. These believers were arguing,and taking one another tocourt, and they had questions about

their faith. So, Paul wrote a letter to help the church solve its problems.

The believers in Corinth were divided. One group bragged about following Paul. Another group chose

Apollos. A third group followed Peter. And a fourth said they followed Jesus. Paul said that the believers
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should not be divided; they should all agree on what they believe. Paul wrote that Christians are

joined together by faith in Jesus.

“Is Jesus divided?” Paul asked. “Was it Paul who died on the cross for you? Or were you baptized in Paul’s

name?” Of course not! Jesus died on the cross, and the believers were baptized in Jesus’ name. They

should come together because of the gospel. Believers all agree that Jesus is Lord, so Paul said they

should get along and love one another.

Paul explained that the good news about Jesusseems foolish'to those who are lost—those who do not

believe in Jesus. But to those who believe, the cross is God’s power. Many people think they knowa lot,
but what they know is worldly wisdom. They do not know God, and to them, the good news about Jesus is
foolish.

Paul encouraged his friends in Corinth to think about the fact that God chose them to be in His

family. God did not choose anyone because of that person’s wisdom or power or family. Paul said that

God saves people who trust in Jesus. No one can earn salvation, so no one can brag about being

saved. If the Corinthian believers wanted something to be proud of, they could be proud of Jesus and
what He has done.

JESUS CONNECTION

Paul told believers in the Corinthian church to come together because of the

gospel of Jesus. He reminded them that Jesus saves sinners. Because of Jesus and

what He has done, believers can humbly come together as one body.

———ee

LIFEWISE QUALITY (3-4 MIN)
HOPE - Expecting God will do what is best in every situation.

Living LifeWise

God restores our relationshipwith Him through Jesus, so we have hope that He can restore our
relationships with others.

Character Connection

Because of sin, conflict is part of our world. Humans were in conflict with God, but He sent Jesus to die for

our sins so we didn’t havettovbe separated from HimanymoreyAndifHe canfix thatbig ofa separation, it
gives us hope that He can help us handle any conflict we have... with anyone.

Paul's friends at Corinth were having really big disagreements, and it hurt their church. We won't always

agree with other people, but we can decide how to disagree. We can either cross our arms, dig in our heels

and refuse to work through it, or we can ask God to restore the relationship and try to resolve the

problem His way.

When we have conflicts, we can trust Him to provide everything we need. That's why we have hope. We

can ask Him to help us respond humblyto those we disagree with. We can ask God to help us respond His
way by showing others the same grace and kindness God has shown tous, even when we disagree.
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Do you think these situations show hope in conflict? Why or why not?

+ My friend embarrassed me in front of the whole class, so there is no way | can go back to school

without everyone laughing at me again.

+ The bus driver said | am too loud and won't let me sit where | want anymore, so | will apologize and
try to keep my voice level down.

+ My best friend is really mad at me and won't answer my Calls or texts, so I’m just going to finda
new best friend.

ee=— a eS

BIBLE STORY REVIEW (5 MIN)
+ Which book of the Bible comes right before 1 Corinthians?

Romans

+ What government controlled the city of Corinth?

The Roman Empire

+ What modern-day country is Corinth in?

Greete

+ How long did Paul’stay in Corinth on his third missionary journey?
1% years, Acts 18:9

+ Whom did Paul work with in the tent-making business?

Aquila and Priscilla, Acts 18:2-3

+ Why did God encourage Paul to keep sharing the gospel in Corinth?

Many people in Corinth would believe Paul’s message, Acts 18:10

+ What was the major problem for the church in Corinth?

Division, disunity, rivalry among believers, 1 Cor. 1:10-11

+ Paul encouraged the church not to be proud or boastful about themselves, but instead to boast
about what?

The gospel, 1 Cor. 1:30-31

REINFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES (5- 10MIN)

I Love People ... (Older Students)

+ Guide the class to sit or stand in a circle. Choose a student to begin the game by saying, “I love

people who ____.” and choosing a trait to fillin the blank, The trait.must include and unite

everyone in the classroom. Have students go around the circle, saying the traits that were listed

before them and adding onelofitheir own. [Examples include: created by God, are from Seth’s family

line, live on Earth, etc.] See if students can get all the way around the circle without forgetting the
traits.

+ Somany times, we focus on how others are different and decide whether or not to like or include

someone based on that. Today, we focuised on things that Unite us.

LW LESSON 104 HOPE| 1 Corinthians 1:10-31; Acts 18:1-4,9-11 5
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Multiple Choice Trivia (Older and Younger Students)

+ Before the session, label three papersA, B and C and hang them in different areas of the room. For
younger students, use only two options. Ask students to identify which testament today’s story is

in (New Testament) and which Bible division (Paul's letters).

+ Explain that you will read a question and three possible answers. After you read all three answers,

students will move to the letter they think is the correct answer. Then, read the question and the

correct answer together. The class should return to the center of the room before each question.

1. What was the city of Corinth known for?
e Beautiful art

e Great sin

e  Astrong army

2. What country is the city of Corinthlocated in?
e Greece

e Macedonia

e Italy

3. What did God tell Paul about Corinth in a vision?

e Noonewould hurt Paul.

e® ‘There were many people whowould believe the gospel.
e He would be with Paul.

4. How long did Paul stay in Corinth while establishing the church?
e 2weeks

e é6months

e 1% years

5. Who told Paul there were problems in the Corinthian church?

e Chloe

e Apollos
e Silas

6. What was the problem at the church in Corinth?

e They forgot who Jesus is.

e They worshiped idols.

© Miheyweredivided(2Cor. 1:41)

7. What did Paul say should unite believers?
e Food

e The gospel (1 Cor. 1:13, 17)
e Sports

8. God chose believers to be partof His what?

e Family John 1:12)
e Club

e Organization

6 HOPE| 1 Corinthians 1:10-31; Acts 18:1-4, 9-11 LW LESSON 104
© 2019 LifeWise used by permission



9. Why does God want us to obey Him?

e Wemust obey to earn God's love.

e Obedience is our response to God's love for us.

e God does not care if we obey Him or not.

Partner Challenge (Older and Younger Students)
+ Guide students to find a partner. Call two pairs to the front of the room. Partners should sanitize

their hands before competing. Each pair should stand side byside and tuck one arm behind their

backs. Give each pair a wrapped candy or snack bar (or a shoe with laces for a non-food item).

When you say “go,” partners should work together using one hand each to remove the wrapper (or

tie the shoe). The first pair to finish wins. You may choose to time pairs and see who worked the

fastest. Play again with new pairs. After each round, allow the students who competed to divide
their snack and share it.

+ Great job working together. Paul wrote that Ghristians are joined together by faith in Jesus. We
probably won't agree on everything, but we should all agree about Jesus. Jesus died on the cross

to save sinners and bring people together as one family for His glory.

Three-Legged Race (Older and Younger Students)
+ Help the students painoff. Give each pair a bandanna and explain that they will stand side by side

and tie their middle legs together with the bandanna. Give themia few minutes to practice getting

used to moving while tied together. Then, hold a series of races or obstacle courses to see which

team can walk the fastest as a “three-legged person.’

+ |tcan be hard to cooperate with others. You cannot control what another person will do, but you

must work together and communicate with each other to succeed. In a similar way, the church is

made up of many different people. We don't always agree, but we can focus on the gospel that

unites us in Jesus. Paul wrote that Christians are joined together by faith in Jesus.

Activity Pages & Recap Cards (5-10 min) (For in-class or take-home use)

+ Puzzle Pie (Older Students)

+ Half and Half (Younger Students)

Prayer & Requests (3-5 min)

Lord, thank You for the love You showed us at the cross. We know that on our own we cannot obey You.

Help us surrender to Your will. Fill our hearts and give us the power of the Holy Spirit to be united

together for the sake of the gospel. Amen.’

LW LESSON 104 HOPE| 1 Corinthians 1:10-31; Acts 18:1-4,9-11 7
© 2019 LifeWise used by permission



DO

NOT

DISTRIBUTE

FOR

REVIEW

ONLY



| Zz

|
|

|

\

we ee] » : a>a 4 we 4 vee g d & &
a 3 og oa 3° So . s Sses & £28 Son £. € ¢ YS s3|

& 32 ssp 3 go ¢ 8 35z 5 Ze 238 oS ES is} MY se2 § BE €23 B88 4_3 8 RYs
2 3865 542 68 S ye F8ea Ss~ 5s » €9 8gy a ¢28 88 cSg Ej are $3% 8 get sas FS\ | = 3 §8 545 828 S22 &s 83

Y = = RB 28 252 =S 22t sg 8 ES| s SF By 223 Ba gee ss 3SLd _| 2.8 33 4 8 S§s so BS
je ey, Bek B22 GES 2S FEE BEe ES
/}OAT,24 2327 £5 €hF 2g 25F SFE Be

sees KOE USB RR eR Ee OBE SES SS| fF) aw ij = 2 og 2 § on SS BS| Fi as = 2 3 £ a §&|e T) 23 s24 2S 325022 2ei 88S Bz
(eis xs Bese oy 20-3 4 ,.23 gs 2 yy| co u ¥en eg 50 oe 2 g zB BE Ssas z 222 52 285 2 42% 88% S88i w RE Se coegy » 22a =s Reo EDS Sy
{ 5 Z Peles Vee EF DBEs SEE ERIe (WS) FE yestse Batves FS S$ ESfe <= a 83am 2aieh fs €Szy 32S SBTaN Ze) be Bee Cee get 28 £28 SER FEiE |

em OG Zesese g€2E sf FSR s88 SS¥RE = aoe 2 g ii 27 ose os ea 8WAM see SEBS EEE GEE ES ete ERE E88A N

} = a gs oe ae BS 5 Sys 88Svay | = oO cS EvuPrse os @ 6 8 Elia a] ss ses\
B Ge 28 Ege ss gOns Oem 22S SSe SSSwa | 2 fF 234% o5e5 ee eS 23 SSS Tee\

s s & ofa - 4 8 3 RS/}HS €8 fees e¢eeyR 22 Fee xis gvi = Zz i Seeesezg Bey ag 8 srs JsMi te) 2 Soapae PSE Ze £8 fee STS Gs| Z2 25 Se Heseste 2520825 seg BB
| WE S e238 %e3 53 2 Bee ite Se8 #88|

s| Zw B64 265 RE 2 SS ERS S SS S28
(“WS $2 S2zeCga, ge SEfe42 25g S83et Z2GFsistis BEGek FEE Oss. FE Seige aeesesPesaky §S8 gesi Beek oe eysy ess pe od SB Se ey’ | | EMEManE Bye 2s SSNS Bs ge MESS HS| SESE Bye et Be seseer YESS ESS

x : | me) 228 23) S28{| Shy SBOE DS Eee es oe FyS pees=
Be o SMEs 4 2a omm bs og gS gSv og sie ae: 2 eee ge Be Sss ox. £ 22 wos 2 gs <8

7 B 8 Sa | 2 Sous ses Ss BO

j|

& 2
S > a
£ 8 2
>=a

338 4 3
% 9 253 8 Bl as

e fF 3 Bo ¢
° z S 3 oe
& fF 2 ze B=

y 2 3g2

= & bes oa Eo r=} zé& at
taPb € 8 6¢ 6522 3 & SE

zee 8 ¢ ge 3ia) SER si Bex3WI. SE se on2|‘on 32% § = BRE 8hton) fe2 2 & g23 22
ii aE BR Z22 25
(0) oe

: gse33802i S2853| ameseS
aeI} bres 2S=— BS85ez §22SB88 F

| I BEda3 2| | eo eng3 5| { ggtead Foro) S85525 8| | sog moe glat
geeygeE Pfo
gee8es3>) <aU<dit

(o}tehSeeee eS
© 2019 LifeWise used by permission



DO

NOT

DISTRIBUTE

FOR

REVIEW

ONLY



pene 2
a a i=u
z =z fos olES sEr =u — 2.8 z=e zez os a ; $35 g=> a 2 2 Fee a— = a a uo @ 4

a= = = sa¢ B
So oS &E 4 4wo 8 éEge é

4 eo ex ES el 4ma us | ui gae GQa= 2Ee a= a= Beg 8 el

Zi z2= 2m Zz5 Seer gss =r se so seas =I
Ss =o a Pe-e)= eS goa83 a5

25s

garea =e =e = ee7] a a a & bes]e&= ES 7 se os eeZz: =a = 2 Soa Be 28ss = Ss =s ES= Mo gees5S = = Las&2 az mo = (5 :ite
3888

. Sis

S = = 4 EebeSE: — ou — ou = 3 © 2223Ze= oS a4 = 55=F = = >— fs 2c5
= = oz Es
s S (36 5208

8 a? Se

s <<. a3

Es ze ~2

b=]

Lal:2
oe
3

=
=}
&
v

—Ea]23 :

1 j= w
=é e >N2.
2

N ‘en3
5

:

> 4 )A. :

YS A, AN «| wep / af x
{ 4 es

am as by 8

ote

ee>
:5 ai

<-

© 2019 Life’



DO

NOT

DISTRIBUTE

FOR

REVIEW

ONLY



\. Ay ue : Fj fy
Sea ane : Bua Oo Oo ss OAL | BEa (e) Cc (@) RO 0 | ~ ie| nN c oa, uw oy WAI BO: a
oo — (ob) oO = q My, | ei
| ‘2 = = rs) Ls

a ya . ! 3>. aX ts — |
ere S ¢ By :

| — i oD i ihe |
eee DNS
| Sv =. © Mie |
ee) es | i
ea hh he GS | ;

ea of of egal — ead sh Lae 3

1} oO ort ai ‘i |
ou ¢ BEV aaee & Re ine aa SH] |

sill —204 My, |
| Oe|. a re

~ ifeWise used by permission a ‘ se



DO

NOT

DISTRIBUTE

FOR

REVIEW

ONLY



° 2 7
; €¢ 2 5 s agJ zg pe a a = Hse is Pa ;= ¢ 3 = 6 = 5S .3.¢8

ofegs 88 Begs 5 Ss $32353584
ef 89 ok of 2 Ss y age 2453 mnEZ245
g= 3808 eg eo & €8 BESe 2gegeggaul xBel ag Qu i Ge 6 a Yeo . 2 ByOee Log g as SF, 34 228 ese ges SygsSeoe 228 Be 8225 €258 2e2tcgstse 85e2ZaedR7 250 S25 gt =o SBseeL2BGE 3

HG2i25 225, 23 2202 5245 GEeigesla 2=| a = g 2 & 2 o PA =
(60222 bess 28 S225 S225 228235 E8E 28
SezRey 23552 5 = 23 Est ctss23y é5atSSeSzy T9BS 3 s 8 Segoe esse SH

Scsstes esse 8s 3 eG OB BEBESEED E OS2528-83 $858 88 3 5 eS eegisesageueg wy 25 z zg g.. 235252 43* 858s 20S 3 & yes Br S$ S2279 88 apfiggzty 2222 Gbstzes. see PeEghsiiesBese kes oI av SORekS SESss FOGHSCASEES
<OUSLRAS wae Gre . . a. ° ae

“PLE +),HEA
EA

lee.

a Sn SE
7 -

zy AN Sk
eh \ 2he r

— Ww rnLue Es a f |
s . | i I=2Pji
g

g \i ier
ep

Fe

é

A:ES
=)

g

Fi
2
a

ae3
8

#
4

ia)Le. = Li
: a aXG ad .
Zz

io i2"
z

ha:Zz

© 2019 LifeWise used by permission



DO

NOT

DISTRIBUTE

FOR

REVIEW

ONLY



OF \@ !ie \
bdo=) SoGin a
Ae.
= 6=a=

~EsSaa. |



DO

NOT

DISTRIBUTE

FOR

REVIEW

ONLY



[+++] LESSON 105: MERCY
\AEERISE THE CHURCH SHOWED FAVORITISM
OP, James 2:1-13Yay Leos 4

THE CHURCH SHOWED FAVORITISM

+ James 2:1-13

+ Big Picture Q&A: Why does God want us to obey Him? Obedience is our response to

God's love for us.

+ Key Passage: Galatians 2:20 - | have been crucified with Christ, and | no longer live,

but Christ lives in me. The life | now live inthe body, | live by faith in the Son of God,

who loved me and gave Himself for me.

JESUS CONNECTION

When believers in the early church treated some people as better than others, James

told them they were wrong. He reminded them that Jesus commanded believers to love

one another. Because He has shown great mercy to us, we can show mercy to others.

+ | LIFEWISE QUALITY
= MERCY - Choosing not to punish someone who deserves to be punished.

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

During Jesus’ earthly ministry, many Jews struggled to believe that Jesus was indeed the Messiah, the Son
of God. This included James, Jesus’ half-brother. But after Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection, Jesus

appeared to James, and at last James believed. James later became the leader of the church in

Jerusalem—a vital role in the early, growing church.

The early church comprised mostly Jewishibelievers! That makesisense because of the church’s origin in

Israel, but also because that was the mission Jesus gave: start with the Jews and spread out from there.

James wrotea letter to Jewish believers who were scattered around the region, helping them understand
how their new faith in Jesus should frame how theyilive.

James told his fellow believers that one way they could live out the gospel was by not showing favoritism.

James used an example of howa church might show favoritism to a wealthy man over a poor man who
came to a meeting.

The natural response might be to treat the wealthy man better, but James told the believers that God

does not show favoritism. God has tréatéd all people—rich and'poor—the same: generously, with the

gospel. God's kindness toward us should cause us to want to treat others with similar love, generosity and

equality.

This week’s session is a great follow-up to last week's, Some of your students may think that being united

is just a matter of getting along with one another and not fighting. But God's heart is for us to be united far

more deeply. Help your students see that the gospel should compel them to treat one another in the same

way—with the same love, mercy and grace shown to us by Jesus.

LW LESSON 105 MERCY| James 2:1-13 1
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BIBLE TIMELINE & REVIEW (3 MIN)
We've been learning about letters written to God's people. Paul wrote to the Galatians telling them how to

be saved. What did Paul tell them they could.not.be saved. by.doing? (Following rules.) What can each

person be saved through? (Faith in Jesus alone.) Lasttime, we learned about Paul’s letter to the

Corinthians. What problem did Paul write to them about? (Arguing and division in the church.) Who were

some of the leaders the people claimed to follow? (Paul, Apollos, Peter and Jesus.) Paul told them their focus

should be on what? (Jesus and the gospel.) Today, we will learn about another letter to the church. Our story

today is called “The Church Showed Favoritism.

SESSION STARTERS (5-10 MIN)

Favorites Game (Older Students)
+ Give each student an index card and a pencil, Instruct students to number their cards 1 to 4 and

put their names at the top. Read the following prompts and guide the class to write their answers

on their cards: Your favorite color, Your favorite movie, Your favorite teacher, Your favorite book. Collect

the cards and mix them up. Read one card at a time, challenging students to guess whose card you

are reading based on his or her favorites.

+ Weall have favorite things, and we all have people we love to spend time with, like our family and

closest friends. Today's Bible story will answer the question, “Does;God have favorite people?”
Let's find out.

Order Up (Older and Younger Students)

+ Guide the class to line up in order based on different characteristics such as age, alphabetically by

first name, height, rainbow order using shirt color or other traits.

+ Although there can be good reasons to line up in a specific order, it’s important to remember that

no trait can change how valuable a person is to God. Today, we will hear what the Bible says about
treating some people with more honor than other people.

My Favorite Things (Younger Students)

+ Write the letters A and B on separate sheets of paper and tape them on opposite walls. For each

statement, the class will run to ane side of the'room or the other based on their favorite things.

Students should stay on a given side until a statement requires them to move. Suggestions:

~ Run toAif your favorite color is green, B if it's not.

~ Run to Bif your favorite food is macaroni and cheese, A if it’s not,
+ Run toAifsyou like catsias pets, B if youdon't.

~ Run to Bif your favorite movieis a cartoon,A if it isn’t.

+ = It's okay to have favorite foods, colors or movies. However, today we will learn why it is not okay
to play favorites with people. God wants us to treat everyone with love and respect, no matter
what.

2000 AEE He eee
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KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITY/BIG PICTURE Q&A (5 MIN)
Galatians 2:20

| have been crucified with Christ, and | no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life | now live in the body, |

live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himselffor me.

Build a Church (Older and Younger Students)

+ This game is similar to Hangman. Draw four lines to forma square (the church building). Draw two

lines to forma triangle (the roof). Drawstwo lines onthe roof to form across. One at a time, point
toa student to say one word of the key passage, and drawa part of the church for each correct
response. For incorrect responses, erase a line. Challenge the class to see how many “churches”
they can build in three minutes. Havea volunteer draw.the. churches while you point to children to

keep up the pace of the game. For younger students, have the key passage written on the board
with some words left out.

Key Passage Hunt and Order (Younger Students)

+ Write each word or phraseofthe key passage on a separate index card. Hide the cards around the
room and encourage the class to find them. Once students have found all the cards, instruct them

to place.them in order and then read the verse together. With large classes, color code the cards

and have them getinto groups based on color to order.the passage.

Big Picture Q&A

Q: Why does God want us to obey Him?

A: Obedience is our response to God's love for us.

BIBLE STORY (10 MIN)

The Church Showed Favoritism | James 2:1-13

The early church had many leaders. They taught other believers, encouraged them to keep following Jesus

and corrected them when they sinned, One of these leaders was Jesus’ half-brother James, the son of

Mary and Joseph.

James wasa leader in the Jerusalem church. He wrote a letter to the Jewish believers who had
moved to many different places. He told them the way believers should live. People who trust Jesus

show that they really believe in Him by doing good and right things.

One important right thing, James taught, is to not show favoritism. That means we should treat

everyone the same. No person is more important or less important than any other person.

James said, “Imagine you are meeting together and aman comes in wearinga gold ring and fancy
clothes. Then, a poor man in old, dirty clothes comes in, too. Is it right to pay attention to the man in

fancy clothes and give him a chair to sit in but say to the poor man ‘Stand over there’ or ‘Sit on the

floor’? If you do this, you have treatedone man better than the other.”

James said that God does not show favoritism. He does not treat rich people better than poor people,

nor does He treat poor people better than rich people. God has.a place in Heaven for everyone who loves
Him.

LW LESSON 105 MERCY| James 2:1-13 3
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God taught us His law: Love your neighbor as yourself. Anyone who treats one person better than

another person breaks God’s law. And even one sin is a big deal because God is holy. As James wrote,

“Whoever keeps the entire law, but disobeys at one point, is guilty of breaking it all.”

James told the believers to show mercy to others because they had been shown mercy. They were

sinners, but God forgave their sins through His Son, Jesus. James insisted, “Mercy triumphs over

judgment.”

JESUS CONNECTION

When believers in the early church treated some people as better than others,9 James told them they were wrong. He reminded them that Jesus commanded

believers to love one another. Because He has shown great mercy to us, we can

show mercy to others.

a

LIFEWISEQUALIT (324M IN)
MERCY - Choosing not to punish someone who deserves tobe punished.

Living LifeWise

God shows mercy to us, so we can respond to others with mercy instead ofjudgment.

Character Connection (Older Students)

God's Law requires us to “love your neighbor as yourself” Both Jesus (in His parable) and James, in his

letter, tell us that loving our neighbor always involves showing mercy. In both cases, mercy is the opposite

of passing judgment on someone.

To judge someone means to decide they deserve some kind of punishment. A courtroom judge looks at the

evidence and the law and declares what. punishment.the guilty.person will face for his or her crimes. But in

real life, we often judge people simply based onshow they look. We decide they deserve not to be treated

as well as someone else because of something we see or think we'see. And this, James says (and Jesus

too), is not mercy.

Judgment looks at someone's clothes or accomplishments or grades or popularity or video game scores

and says either, “Wow! | can tell this person is really something so I'll treat them the best way | know how!”
or “Obviously, this person is awkward and uncool, so | can treat them less well,’ That's what the believers

were doing, and God said it was not okay.

Mercy is the opposite of punishing someone. It’s treating them with kindness, no matter what (we think)

they deserve. It's how God treats us because of Jesus, so He wants us to pass on that mercy to others. Our

natural habit will always be to judge and punish based on appearances, but God's Spirit will help us see
people as God does and treat them.as.mercifully as He.has.treated.us.

Choose 1-2 scenarios to prompt discussion aboutmercy and favoritism.

+ Which is better to celebrate? The fastest runner whowon the race again, or her teammate who

ran her best time ever but came in seventh? Why do you think so?

4 MERCY | James 2:1-13 LW LESSON 105
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+ How could you show mercy to someone we might be more likely to judge?

+ What are some things we sometimes judge others based on? [How they dress, how rich they seem,

how good they are at something, etc.] Why are outward appearances not a good way to determine
how someone should be treated?

es

BIBLE STORY REVIEW (5 MIN)
+ Whom was James the half-brother of?

Jesus

+ James was a leader in what church?

Jerusalem

+ Howdid James communicate with believers far away?

He wrote a letter

+ Whom were some churches treating differently?

The rich and poor, James 2:1-4

+ |Whatdid James tell the believers notitodo?

Show favoritism, James 2:1

+ What is favoritism?

“Giving special treatment to a person or group”

+ What does God’s law say about how we treat others?

Love your neighbor as yourself, James 2:8

+ How did God show us mercy?

He forgave our sins through His Son, Jesus

REINFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES (5-10 MIN)

Bible Trivia War (Older and Younger Students)

+ Write the numbers 1-10 on separate index cards. Make tWo sets. Mix up the cards and place them

face-down on the table. Invite students to take turns flipping over two cards. If the numbers

match, read the corresponding review question. For a correct answer, the player gets the number

of points on the card. If he answers incorrectly, he should turn the cards facedown. Play passes to
the next student.

People Collage (Older.and Younger.Students).
+ Provide child-friendly magazines and encourage the class to find and cut out pictures of people.

Students should usé glue sticks to paste the pictures toa large sheet of paper. All the students will

contribute to a single collage. Allow them to decorate the collage with drawings of hearts. As they

work, explain that every person is valuable to God.

+ Why would someone show favoritism to a person who is rich? [Allow students to respond.] We
might be tempted to show favoritism topeople who are rich\because we hope that person will

give us some money. We might be tempted to treat a person who is poor as less important

because we think that person has nothing togive us. The Bible says that God does not show

favoritism. James calls us to treat people with mercy because Jesus shows us mercy. We have
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nothing to offer Jesus but empty hands of faith. He gives salvation as a free gift to anyone who

puts their trust in Him.

Favoritism Scenarios (Older and Younger Students)

+ Read the given scenarios to the class and lead them to discuss how each might make them feel.

Talk about ways to respond with obedience to,God in each situation. Suggested situations:

~ Your teacher catches you and another student talking. He tells the other student to be

quiet, but makes you sit out during recess as punishment.

~ Anew student arrives at school. Her clothing looks ragged, and you think she smells a

little funny. She asks to sit next to you at lunch.

~ Your best friend starts,spending more’time withanother student in your class after that

student gave your best friend a really expensive birthday present.

~ You feel like you always gebin trouble for things that your little brother gets away with.

~ You win a special prize that means youget to eat lunch with your favorite movie star. You
can invite one friend, but you have two friends who each want to go.

~ Your dad is the coach of your sports team, and he always lets you pick what position you

wantsto plays

+ Some of those situations would be reallyhard to go through. It can be hard to obey Godyand not

show favoritism,but we know that Jesus gives us new life when we believe in Him. James calls us

to treat people with mercy because Jesus shows us mercy.

Captain, Can I? (Older and Younger Students)

+ Designate a player to be the Captain. The rest of the class are crew members. The captain should

stand on one side of the room. Crew members will take turns asking, “Captain, can | take [number]

steps forward?” For example, three steps or four baby steps. The captain will answer, “Yes, you

can,’ or “No, you cannot.’ The captain decides who can move forward and who cannot. Students

may find the captain’s decisions unfair. The first player to cross the room wins.

+ Did the captain in our game show favoritism? Did he allow everyone to move? When we show

favoritism, we sin by treating people as,if God didnot create everyone equal. We can treat

everyone as important because God loves everyone. Inour Bible story today, we learned that God

calls us to treat people with mercy because Jesus shows Us mercy.

Activity Pages & Recap Cards (5-10 min) (For in-class or take-home use)

+ Code Word (Older Students)

+ Key Word Crossing (Younger Students)

Prayer & Requests (3-5 min)

God, thank You for showing mercy to all people. It is so hard for us to treat everyone with love and respect

because we still live in a broken world. Help us to obey You out of love. Make our lives into wonderful

examples of Your power to change people. Amen.
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[+++] LESSON 106: LOVE
\AEERISE LOVE ONE ANOTHER
OP, 1 John 1:5-7, 3:10-18Yay Leos 4

LOVE ONE ANOTHER

+ 1John 1:5-7, 3:10-18

+ Big Picture Q&A: Why does God want us to obey Him? Obedience is our response to©) God's love for us.

+ Key Passage: Galatians 2:20 - | have been crucified with Christ, and | no longer live,

but Christ lives in me. The life | now live inthe body, | live by faith in the Son of God,

who loved me and gave Himself for me.

JESUS CONNECTION

John wrotea letter to teach believers in the church about the importance of showing
love. Love is more than feelings or words—it is an action. Jesus showed God's love for us

when He died on the cross to rescue people from sin.

+ | LIFEWISE QUALITY
= LOVE - Choosing to support and care for others whether or not they deserve it.

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

The Apostle John had been one of Jesus’ closest friends. Along with Peter and James, John was part of the

innermost core of Jesus’ disciples. John even referred to himself in his Gospel as “the one whom Jesus

loved? It is not surprising that 50 years after Jesus returned to Heaven, John wrote a letter to help

believers understand who Jesus is. At the center of John’s message was one key theme: love.

John wrote that God is love, and if believersitrulyloveGod, thenwewill love one another. Our love for one

another should be so deep that we are willing to lay down our lives for one another just as Jesus did for us.

It is this deep, genuine love that will cause the world to understand the reality of the gospel.

Love is misunderstood and distorted in our culture today, and the students you teach have been impacted

by this in some way. Many of your students may see love asjust a feeling, as something temporary or as
something that has to be earned. This lesson provides you with the perfect opportunity to expose the

world’s myths about love and remind the class of the truth about God's love.

Remember to be sensitive to the situations students face. Many may feellunloved. Many may have been

hurt by those they love. Many may betrVing to earn love from Others. Be prepared to address these

situations. Remind them that Jesus’ love for them is unconditional and unending. It is not just a feeling.

Jesus’ love for us is proven by His death on the cross to rescue them from sin. We can love others because
God loved us first.

LW LESSON 106 LOVE | 1 John 1:5-7,3:10-18 1
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BIBLE TIMELINE & REVIEW (3 MIN)
We're learning about the commands God gave to the church to help believers live new lives for God's

glory. In Galatians, how did Paul say we can be saved from sin? (Faith in Jesus alone.) What did Paul

encourage the Corinthian believers to focus on instead of arguing and dividing over differences of

opinion? (Jesus and the gospel.) Why did Jamesitell.believersitotreat people with mercy instead of showing
favoritism? (Because Jesus shows us all mercy.) Each of these commands was really from God, because God

inspired what they wrote. This week, our story comes from the book of 1 John and is called “Love One
Another.”

SESSION STARTERS (5-10 MIN)

What is Love? (Older Students).

+ Write several words and their definition from the dictionary on separate note cards. Be sure to

include the word love. [Suggested words: ladder, language, luggage, laugh, listen, look and love.) Choose

avolunteer to come to the front of the room:Give her the note card without letting the class see

it. The volunteer will read the definition aloud without saying the word. The player who guesses

the word correctly will come up, receive a new note card and read that word's definition. End the

game with the word love,

+ Today's Bible storyis.about the word love. The Bible saysiwe know what love is because Jesus gave

His own life for us. Let's get ready to hearimore.

People Charades (Older and Younger Students)

+ Before the session, write words describing different people on separate index cards. [Examples:

baker, football player, ballet dancer, gardener, race car driver.] Prepare about eight cards. Invite the

class to play a game of charades. Each player will draw a card and perform silent actions for the

other players. [Examples:A baker might act out stirring dough in a bowl, or a football player may mime
throwing a ball.] The first player to guess the person gets a point. Play additional rounds as you
have time.

+ Some of those people were more difficult to guess than others. What kinds of actions might you

do for the word Christian? [Allow students to respond.] Today's Bible story is about how people will
know we are Christians.

Showing Love (Older and Younger Students),

+ Ask the class what love looks like. As the students describe ways they show love to others, list

their ideas on a dry erase board, chalkboard or large sheet of paper.

+ Love can look different in different situations. One thing that almost always shows love is putting

the needs of another person before your own. Today, we will learn more about the way God
commands Christians to love one another.

Whom Do You Love? (Younger Students)

+ Distribute paper and a pencil to each student. Allow the class to share colored pencils. Have

students draw pictures of themselves with a person they love. Encourage them to think of creative

ways to show that the people in their picture love each other.

+ Some people, like our friendsvand family, are usually easy to love. Other people can be much

harder to love, like a bully at school or a new student at school whom you don't know well. God

2 LOVE | 1 John 1:5-7,3:10-18 LW LESSON 106
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calls Christians to love everyone. Today, we will learn more about what this looks like and how we

can obey God in this command.

a

KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITY/BIG PLCTURE Q&A{5 MIN)
Galatians 2:20

| have been crucified with Christ, and | no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life | now live in the body, |

live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me.andigave Himselffor me.

Passage Mix Up (Older and Younger Students)

+ Write words or phrases of the passage on individual cards and scramble them on the board or

floor. Invite one student at a time to placeOne cardin the correct spot by exchanging two cards

(the card that was replaced moves,to where the correct card originally was). Call up new

volunteers to exchange a card until each card is in the correct spot.

Loud, Quiet, Silent (Older and Younger Students)

+ Practice the key passage normally all the way through. Then, explain to the class that you will be

doingit,threeitimes, With the Motions (iflusing them)/at'three different Vvallimes Without'stopping.

The first time, use avery loud voice and do the motions with big movements; the second time, use

a quietvoice and smaller, less intense motions; the third time, mouth the words and do tiny
motions.

Big Picture Q&A

Q: Why does God want us to obey Him?

A: Obedience is our response to God's love for us.

BIBLE STORY (10 MIN)

Love One Another | 1 John 1:5-7, 3:10-18

As one of Jesus’ closest friends, the Apostle John had lived alongside Jesus. He witnessed Jesus' life
and teachings. He was there when Jesusiwas arrested, on trial, and hanging on the cross. John saw the

empty tomb. He spent time with Jesus after He rose from the deadiand saw Him return to Heaven. Now,

some 50 years later, John was an older man. The city of Jerusalem had been destroyed by the Roman

Empire and Jesus’ disciples were scattered throughout many countries. Many believers went

through persecution because of their faith. And many began to act more like the world than like
Jesus.

John knew who Jesus really was, and he wrotea letter to help believers understand that Jesus
was—and is—the Son of God. He taught them that being part.of the world and following Jesus are

just as different as darkness and light. He reminded the disciples what it looks like to walk in God’s

light.

John showed that God is love. If believers truly love God, they will also love one another—and that

love must be shown in what believers say and do.

LW LESSON 106 LOVE| 1 John 1:5-7,3:10-18 3
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John said that people who are God’s children live differently than people who are not God’s children.

Believers do what is right, and they love one another. This is not anew message. Jesus told us to love one
another too. John wrote that others will know we are Christians because we show love to one another.

John told about Cain and Abel. Why did Cain kill Abel? Cain killed his brother because he did what was evil

and his brother did what was good. Cain hated Abel. John explained that people who do not love others

are controlled by the power of sin and death. He said we should not be surprised when the world

hates us, because they are controlled by these things. But God has set every believer free from the

power of death. He has loved us and has given us life, so we can love one another.

We know what love is because Jesus showed us. He laid down His life for us. Because of Jesus’ power,

we can—and should—love like that:too. When we have something that our brother needs, we should

give it to him. If someone has enough to help but turns away and does nothing, does that person

really know God’s love?

John said that we must not just talk about loving others. We must love them by our actions and by

telling them the truth.

JESUS CONNECTION

John wrote a letter to teach believers in the church about the importance of

showing love. Love is more than feelings or words—it is an action. Jesus showed

God’s love for us when He died on the cross to rescue people from sin.

es

LIFEWISE QUALITY (3-4 MIN)
LOVE - Choosing to support and care for others whether or not they deserve it.

Living LifeWise
Because God has loved us, we can love others.

Character Connection

Words are important, for sure.We need to say how We feel about the.people we love. But if we talk a big
game, but don't do anything, our words won't matter. Words alone aren't enough to show love. Love is an
action.

God's love is demonstrated in this: when we were'still sinners, Christ died for us (Rom. 5:8). God didn't just

tell us how much He lovesius (though He did write it all through the Bible); He showed us by how He

acted. He sent Jesus. Jesus died and rose again. We can ask Him to help us show love to others, even when
it's hard.

I'm going to list some actions, and you tell me to whom these things might demonstrate love. There might
be more than one answer.

+ Cleaningthe kitchen without being asked.
+ Picking up trash when you Seeit on the floor.
+ Helping a classmate put away their game during indoor recess.

4 LOVE | 1 John 1:5-7,3:10-18 LW LESSON 106
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+ Standing up for another person who's being made fun of.

+ Telling someone else that Jesus loves them and died for them.

es

BIBLE STORY REVIEW (5 MIN)
+ Who was John?

A disciple, apostle and close friend of Jesus

+ What are some of the things John went through with Jesus?

Jesus’ arrest, trial, death, resurrection and ascension

+ John said that we should not walk in darkness but in what?

The light, 1 John 1:5-7

+ What message did John remind believers of?

We should love one another, 1 John 32th

+ How do we know what love is?

Jesus showed us by laying down His life for us, 1 John 3:16

+ Howwill we know if someone is a Christian?

If they do whabis right and love others, 1 John 3:10.

+ Whom does Johnwarn us not to be like?

Cain, 1 John 3:12

+ Howare we able to obey God and love others?

Through Jesus’ death on the cross, 1 John 3:16

REINFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES (5-10 MIN)

Love Actions (Older Students)

+ Invite a volunteer to act out a way he can show love to others. Challenge the other students to

guess what he is acting out. Play multiple rounds with different volunteers and different ways to

show love. Suggestions:

<> Giving someone a hug

~ Helping someone with homework

~ Loaning someone an umbrella

~ Tying someone's shoe for him or her

~ Baking acake for someone

~ Sharing your lunch with someone

~ Saying kindwords tols6meone

~ Shaking hands with your opponent after a game

~ Protecting someone from harm

~ Telling someone about Jesus

+ Wow! There are so manywaysito showlove to others. We know that perfect love comes from

God. Jesus showed perfect love by dying on the cross for us even though we did not deserve it.
John wrote that others will know we are Christians because we love one another. We know what

LW LESSON 106 LOVE | 1 John 1:5-7,3:10-18 5
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love is because God has shown us great love. We can show love to others to help them learn who
Godis.

Who Is It? (Older and Younger Students)

+ Divide into two teams. Teams will line up across from each other with a bell in the middle. After
you read each statement, one player from each team will race to the bell. The first player to ring

the bell will answer with the name of the person who said or did what was stated: Paul, James or

John. Award one point if the player answers correctly./f not, allow the other team a chance to

steal the point.

~ He wrote the book of Galatians. (Paul)

~ He wrote the book off Corinthianss(Paul)

~ He wrote the book of James. Uames)

~ He wrote the book of 4 John. John)

~ He was one of Jesus’ closest friends»@ohn)

~ He spent many years traveling as a missionary. (Paul)

~ He was Jesus’ half brother. James)

<> He was stilkalivewhensthe cityofJerusalemwasdestroyed bysthe Romans. John)

~ He asked, “Is Christ divided?...” (Paul, 1 Cor 1:13)
+ | He said, “Littlachildren, let usim6t love in word'or speech, but in action and in truth: John,

4 John 3248)

~ He declared, “For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but it is

the power of God to us who are being saved.” (Paul, 1 Cor. 1:10)

~ He warned, “My brothers and sisters, do not show favoritism ...” ames, James 2:1)

~ He stated, “...a person is notjustified by the works ofthe law but by faith in Jesus Christ
...” (Paul, Gal. 2:16)

<> He warned, “Do not be surprised if the world hates you...” John, 1 John 3:13)

~ He said, “For whoever keeps the entire law, and yet stumbles at one point, is guilty of

breaking it all.” James, James 2:10)

Love In Action (Older and Younger’Students)
+ Provide bottled waters and assist the class in covering the labels with construction paper or

colored duct tape. Provide permanent markers and stickers. Instruct students to decorate the

bottles. Suggest that they take the bottles With them. When they come across someone working

outside, they can offer bottled water. Students may choose to share with others what they have

been learning in the Bible and how God showed us His great love.

+ John reminded believers not to just say they loved people but to show their love by their actions.

Jesus showed us what love is: giving up your life for the good of others. We love others by putting

their needs before our own. In doing this, we obey God's command to love one another. Why does

God want us to obey Him? Obedience is our response to God's love for Us. God wants everyone to

know and love Him. By loving one another, we can point people to the greatest love found in Jesus.

Show Love Scenarios (Olderand Younger Students)
+ Read the following scenarios aloud. For each scenario, guide the class to discuss how they could

show love in the situation.
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~ Your brother really wants to play outside with you, but Mom asked him to fold the laundry

first. There is a lot of laundry to fold!

~ You see a classmate sitting alone at lunch, but you usually sit with your friends.

~ You hear some other classmates making fun of a new student at school.

~ Your friend is upset because her parents won't let her go to a concert.

~ You have money to buy a snack after school but your friend doesn’t have any money.

~ You see a classmate getting frustrated with a math problem.

+ Inour Bible story today, John wrote that others will know we are Christians because we love one

another. Choosing to show love is not always easy. Sometimes we want to do what is best for

ourselves instead of helping others. This is why we must remember the good news about Jesus:

He showed us what love is by laying down. His lifefor our sins. We can love others because God
first loved us.

The Love of the Cross (Younger Students)
+ Before class, use craft sticks and glue to make cross shapes for your group. In class, give students

construction paper and instruct them to draw a large heart on the paper. Have them hold the

cross, shapes»behindthe papemand Gubsthe side of acrayon onthe paper ovemthewholeheart

shape. The image of the cross should show up in the hearts. Help students write the main point

along the bottom of their paper.

+ ‘John wrote that others will know we are Christians because we love one another. When we show

love, others will see Jesus in our lives, just as you could see the cross in your heart drawing when

you began to color it in by rubbing the crayon over the paper. Perfect love comes from God, so

when people see God's perfect love coming from us, they will know that we have been changed by

God's power.

Activity Pages & Recap Cards (5-10 min) (For in-class or take-home use)

+ Fillin the Pieces (Older Students)

+ Love in Action (Younger Students)

Prayer & Requests (3-5 min)

Father, thank You for showing us what perfect love looks like by sending Your Son to save us. Help us live

in away that is marked by the amazing love that can only come from You. Give us opportunities this week
to show Your love to those around us. Amen.
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IFEWIS, :Ne FE CHILDREN OF GODLy df Romans 8:12-39Ny, Vda ad

CHILDREN OF GOD

+ Romans 8:12-39

+ Big Picture Q&A: Who changes us? The Holy Spirit changes us to be like Jesus for

God's glory.

+ Key Passage: 2 Corinthians 5:17 - Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is anew

creation; the old has passed away, and see, the new has come!

JESUS CONNECTION

God is changing believers to be more like Jesus. We are God’s children—freed from sin,

given power to do what is right and adopted into God’s family. Because Jesus died on the

cross, God the Father welcomes us and promises a future with Him forever.

+ | LIFEWISE QUALITY
= GRATITUDE - To appreciate what someone has done for or given to me.

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

Rome was one of the most important cities in Paul’s day. Paul understood that it was essential that the

church in the capital of the Roman Empire be anchored in the gospel. Unlike many of the other churches

we read about in the New Testament, Paul didn’t help plant the church in Rome; in fact, he hadn't even

visited yet. Paul was planning his first visit to this important church when he wrote a letter to make sure

the believers there properly understood the gospel.

The book of Romans contains one of theclearest explanationsiofithe gospel in the Bible. Paul opens his

letter by explaining the sin problem that plagues us all. Hethen moves on to share how Jesus’ perfect life,
death and resurrection was sufficient to save people who trust if Jesus.

In Romans 5, people are described as helpless, ungodly, sinners and enemies apart from Christ. Then, in

chapter eight, Paul begins to show how having a relationshipwith Jesus changes us. He describes
believers as children of God in Christ. That's quite a change!

The gospel doesn't just spare us from the ultimate consequences of our sin. The gospel doesn’t just make

us neutral to God. Because of the gospel, we are adopted by God and have the right and privilege to call

God our loving Father. Being childremofiGod means we have nothing to fear. Our relationship with God is

secure for eternity.

As you share with your students this week, be aware that some may not have good relationships with their

fathers. Some may not havea father at all)Gentlyand lovingly explain that God is our perfect Father, a
Father who is always there for us and who loves us\unconditionally because of His Son, Jesus.

LW LESSON 107 GRATITUDE | Romans 8:12-39 1
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BIBLE TIMELINE & REVIEW (3 MIN)
We've been learning about the problems facing the early church and how God led them through the

apostles. Last time, we talked about John’s message to Christians. What two things did John say should

identify a Christian? (Obeying God and loving others.) How did John say Christians would show their love
for others? (With actions, helping those in need:slmthis week’sistory, Paul wrote a letter to believers in Rome

about how we change after believing in Jesus.

SESSION STARTERS (5-10 MIN)

F-A-M-I-L-Y Card Game (Older Students)

+ Write the letters F-A-M-I-L-Y on separate index cards. Make three sets per two students. Form

groups of four students, giviag themsix sets.of.cards. Each group will mix their cards and

distribute six per player. Stack the remaining cards face-down in a draw pile. Turn one card face-up

in a discard pile. On his turn, a player may take the top card from either the draw or discard pile.
He should discard one so he always has six cards: The goal is for students to collect the letters

needed to spell FAMILY.

+ Did you know that God has a family? We will learn more about God's family in our story today.

Categories Word Game (Older and Younger Students)
+ Pass out paper and pencils. You will say three words, and the class should write down how they

think'the words‘arerrelated. [Example: appleyavocado, strawberry (relation: fruits).] Allow arfew

seconds for students to think and write, then allow a student to share his guess. If needed, allow

others to guess until someone gives the right answer. Play multiple rounds as time allows. Use the

suggested categories or create your own.

~ Leg, nose, foot (body parts)

< Windy, sunny, rainy (weather conditions)

~ Paper, stapler, pens (office supplies)

~ Eggs, waffles, bacon (breakfast foods)

+ Nice job! | have one more for you! Raise your Hand if you'think you know the answer for this
group: father, mother, sister, brother. [Call on a student with a hand raised.) That's right: family. Did

you know that when we become part of God's family, all believers are our brothers and sisters?

Amazing! Let's hear more.

A Place to Belong (Younger Students)

+ Instruct the class.to.spread.outaround the,room. Explainthatyou will call out numbers, and

students should form groups with those numbers of members. Call out numbers so everyone is

included. For example, if there are 13 students in your class, callout “4 and 9” or “3 and 4 and 6’
When the groups are formed, challenge them to find one thing all group members have in

common. Call on each group to share. Play additional rounds with new sets of numbers, guiding
the class to find similarities each time.

+ When we trust in Jesus, we are all part of the family of God. Godiis our good and loving Father. We

can go to Him, and He loves us and understands us. God takes care of us and gives us good gifts.

He disciplines and guides us. And we relate to other believers as brothers and sisters in Christ.

NeNes
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KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITY/BIG PICTURE Q&A (5 MIN)
2 Corinthians 5:17

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, and see, the new has come!

Hand Motions (Older and Younger Students)

+ Work with the class to develop hand motions to help them remember the key passage. Say the

verse multiple times using the hand motions. You may use the suggested motions or create your
own.

~ If anyone [Move hand outward in front of you to indicate a crowd.]

~ isin Christ [Touch the middle finger of each hand to the center of the palm of the opposite

hand.]

~ heis anew creation; [Hold up three fingers on each hand, move them ina circle at chest level

and then strike them together]

<> the old has passed away [Hold your right hand palm up and your left hand palm down at hip

height, then flip your hands to the left, switching which hand is palm up.]

<> and see, the new has come! [Hold your left hand with a slight curve in front of your chest. Use

your righthandyto scoop behind your left palm and'liftit up to resemble'a/plant growing.)

+ The Holy Spirit inspired Paul to write the words in our key passage to teach the churchin Corinth

that,their old sinful.way of living was gone. When you trust Christsyou become a new person with

anew heart. Who changes us? The Holy Spirit changes us to be like Jesus for God's glory.

Big Picture Q&A

Q: Who changes us?

A: The Holy Spirit changes us to be like Jesus for God's glory.

BIBLE STORY (10 MIN)

Children of God | Romans 8:12-39

The book of Romans is a letter that Paul wrote to the church in Rome, even though he had never been
to Rome or met the believers there.

The city of Rome was the capital of the Roman Empire. While we don't know exactly how the church in

Rome formed, we do know that some Jews from Rome were in Jerusalem on Pentecost—when Jesus

sent the Holy Spirit (Acts.2). They.saw.the disciples filled with the Holy Spirit and heard Peter preach,

“Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. And some put their faith in Jesus.

Eventually, those new believers returned to their home cities. Some may have returned right away.

Others may have stayed in Jerusalem until the religious leaders began to persecute—to mistreat and even

kill (such as Stephen)—believers because they did not want people to be taught about Jesus. But

wherever the believers traveled and lived, they gathered together, shared the good news and started

local churches. Even as far away as Rome.

But the believers in Rome were far away from Jerusalem, and the books and letters about Jesus we

have in the New Testament were very new or not yet written. They needed to learn the full teachings

LW LESSON 107 GRATITUDE| Romans 8:12-39 3
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about Jesus. So, Paul, a leader and teacher in the early church, wrotea letter to the church in Rome to
make sure they understood the truth about Jesus and the gospel.

Paul also wanted believers to remember how they should live. He wrote that when we trust in Jesus,

God gives us the Holy Spirit and makes us His children. That changes everything about how we think

and what we do. Paul explained that the Holy Spirit helps believers say no to sin, and He gives us

power to live in a way that pleases God. The Holy Spirit makes us God’s children! We do not need to

be afraid of God; He is like a Father. He loves us!

God sent His one and only Son, Jesus, to die on the cross. Jesus never sinned. He always did what was

right, but He died the death we deserve for our sin. When we trust in Jesus, God the Father forgives our
sins and treats us as His own childremhThat iswhat werare.

Because we are part of God’s family, Paul wrote, both our everyday life and our future are safe in his

hands. In every situation we face, God works for our good and His glory. We may face problems and

sufferings in this life, but God also has wonderful blessings for us. One day, we will be with Him forever.

Paul also explained that the Holy Spirit helps us when we are weak. He helps us pray and prays for us

when we don’t know what words to say. He changes us to be’more like Jesus.

God the Father gave us the greatest gift—Jesus—and we know He will give us everything we need.

God loves.us,and nothing can separate us from His love. Death cannot separate us from His love. Life

cannot separate us from His love. No enemy power can separate us; nothing in all of creation can

separate us from the love of God that is in Jesus.

JESUS CONNECTION

God is changing believers to be more like Jesus. We are God’s children—freed

from sin, given power to do what is right and adopted into God’s family. Because

Jesus died on the cross, God the Father welcomes us and promises a future with
Him forever.

—_—ee

LIFEWISE QUALITY (3-4 MIN)
GRATITUDE - To appreciate what someone has done for or given to me.

Living LifeWise

Because God has made us, His childrenswe can choose gratitudejin every situation.

Character Connection

Being grateful doesn’t come naturally to us. Yes, we say “thank you” when someone does something nice or

gives us something new. But if we're in a bad mood, or when hard things happen, we sometimes forget to
keep on being grateful for all the good giftswe have. Like any skill or habits we actually have to practice

being grateful.

4 GRATITUDE| Romans 8:12-39 LW LESSON 107
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Thankfully, a bad day doesn’t mean we're out of God's family. Forgetting to be grateful doesn’t mean God

stops loving us. We all struggle to be grateful all the time, but we can ask God to help us choose gratitude,

and ask Him to help us practice it, even on our worst days.

Let's brainstorm some ways we can express our gratitude in these situations.

+ Your schedule is very busy, so one night someone else does the work you were supposed to do at
home.

+ Your teacher spent an extra twenty minutes helpingyyou understand the new math lesson when

you were very frustrated.

+ Lots of bad things keep happening to you, but you read in Romans 8:39 that nothing “will be able

to separate us from the love @f God that is imGhrist Jesusourkord”

ef

BIBLE STORY REVIEW (5 MIN)

+ Whom was the letter written to?
Believers living in Rome, Rom. 1:7

+ Why did some believers move away from Jerusalem?

They were persecuted

+ Why did Paul write to the Romans?

He wanted them to fully understand the gospel

+ Whom does God give us when we trust Jesus?

The Holy Spirit, Rom. 8:15-16

+ What do we become when we trust Jesus?

Children of God, Rom. 8:14-15

+ The Holy Spirit gives us the power to say “no” to what?

Sin, Rom. 8:12-13

+ How does the Holy Spirit helpus when wedon’t knowthe words to say?

The Holy Spirit prays for us and tells us how to pray, 8:26

+ What can separate us from God’s love?

Nothing, Rom. 8:39

REINFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES (5-10 MIN)

Bible Walk Through (Older Students),
+ Remind students that there.are 66 books in the Bible, and they are divided into the Old Testament

and New Testament. Explain that each testament contains several divisions. The book of Romans
is found in the division called Paul's Letters. Guide the class to read Romans 8:12-17 one verse at

atime. Decide who will start, and continue around until students read the entire passage. Ask

specific questions about the story:

<> What will happen if we live according to the flesh? (We will die, Rom. 8:13)

<> What kind of Spirit have we received? (The Spirit of adoption, Rom. 8:15)

+ The Spirit is proofithatwe are what? (God's children, Rom. 8:16)

LW LESSON 107 GRATITUDE| Romans 8:12-39 5
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+ Discuss the following questions:

~ What do you like about this passage?

~ Is there anything in this passage that is surprising or confusing?

<> What does this passage tell us we should do or believe?

Bible Trivia (Older and Younger Students)
+ Form two teams. Give each team a small dry erase board and markers or a chalkboard and chalk.

Have them choose a member to writ@ answers. You Will ask each question out loud. Give teams

time to decide on an answer and write it on the board. Do a 3-2-1 countdown, and have both

teams reveal their answer at the same time. Give a point to each team who has the correct answer.

+ Trivia Questions:

~ Who wrote the letter that we learned about today? A. John; B. Paul

< Whom was the letter writtento? A. The Jews in Rome; B. The disciples in Rome
~ Who lives within us when we trust in Jesus?A. The Holy Spirit; B. Jesus
~ The Holy Spirit living in us is proof that we are what? A. God's children; B. Saved from sin

<>The Holy Spirit helps us to say “no’sto what? A. Fun; B. Sin

~ How doesithe Holy Spirit help uswhen we are weak? A. Prays for us; B. Helps us obey God

~ |What can separate us from God's love? A. Difficult situations; B, Nothing
& What do we become when we trustJesus? A. Perfect; B. Children of God

<> Who changes us? A. We change ourselves; B. The Holy Spirit changes us

Stronger Than Glue (Older and Younger Students)

+ Before class, purchase small plastic chips and super glue. Help the students write their name or

initials on one plastic chip and God's Love on another. Apply a small dot of non-toxic super glue and

stick the two chips together. The glue will set almost instantly, making the chips nearly impossible

to get apart. [Hint: If needed, a small amount of acetone nail polish remover ona cotton swab should

dissolve the glue and unstick fingers.]

+ Super glue forms a very tight bond that.can be nearly impossible to pull apart. Our Bible story

today taught us that the bond between God and those who believe in Jesus is stronger than the

strongest glue! The Bible says that nothing can separate usfrom God's love. When we trust in

Jesus, God gives us the Holy Spirit and makes us His children.

Scratch Art (Older and Younger Students)

+ Pass out scratchlartpaperandipointed craftisticks. Demonstrate how: to carefully scratch the art

paper to reveal colors underneath. Invite the class to draw pictures of their families. Suggest they

add other people they know who are Christians. Remind students that when we trust in Jesus,

God gives us the Holy Spiritamdymakes us His childrensGod adopts us into His family, and all
believers are our brothers and sisters in Christ. When students finish their drawings, provide

construction paper and scissors. Show the class how to lay their drawing on a piece of

construction paper and trim:the papemto about a 14-inch border. Provide glue sticks for them to

secure their drawings to the paper, Allow.students to decorate the frames behind their pictures.

Suggest they display their pictures in their rooms at home as areminder that God wants everyone

to be part of His family.
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+ When we become part of God's family, all believers—from all times, nations and

languages—become our brothers and sisters in Christ. God is our heavenly Father. He loves us

and takes care of us, and one day we will live with Him forever.

Activity Pages & Recap Cards (5-10 min) (For in-class or take-home use)
+ Adopted ABCs (Older Students)

+ Word Search (Younger Students,

Prayer & Requests (3-5 min)
God, it is so wonderful to know that we can call You “Father.” Thank You for sending Jesus to die for us so

that we can be adopted into Your family assons an iter; to livea life that is changed by the
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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IFEWIS, .Ne FE A TRANSFORMED MINDLy v Romans 12:1-18; 1 Corinthians 1:4-9, 12:1-26; Philippians 1:3-11Nay ae

A TRANSFORMED MIND

+ Romans 12:1-18; 1 Corinthians 1:4-9, 12:1-26; Philippians 1:3-11

+ Big Picture Q&A: Who changes us? The Holy Spirit changes us to be like Jesus for

God's glory.

+ Key Passage: 2 Corinthians 5:17 - Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is anew

creation; the old has passed away, and see, the new has come!

JESUS CONNECTION

God wants us to show friendship and love to one another. As believers, we all belong to

Jesus. His death and resurrection bring us together. The Holy Spirit changes the way we
think and live so. we can love one another as God has loved us.

+ | LIFEWISE QUALITY
= GROWTH - Becoming more mature by learning from my mistakes.

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

Many of the letters Paul wrote follow the same basic outline. The first part of each letter focuses on the

important truths of the gospel. The second part of each letter then explains how those truths can and

should shape how we live every day: gospel transformation.

When it comes to Romans, the first eleven chapters are Paul's explanation of the gospel, while the final five

chapters center on how that gospel changes us. Romans 12:1-2 is the hinge linking these two sections

together.

Paul urges believers to keep in mind the mercies of God. God's grace, mercy and kindness led Him to

provide Jesus to pay our penalty for sinso that we might be adopted into God's family. Then, Paul helps us

look forward by summarizing the impact the gospel should have on us. We are to be living sacrifices who

please God. How can we do that? The answer is in Romans 12:2. We are to be transformed by the

renewing of our minds.Arenewed mind transformed by the Holy Spirit will help us see what pleases God,
what His will is.

The gospel first changes the heart and mind. Then, as a result, the gospel changes howa person lives. This
is how we please and glorify God. Asyourshare with your studentsithis week, remind them of how

important gospel transformation is. Help them to see that they cannot please God by their own

effort—and God doesn't want them to try.

Help your class understand what it means\to rest.in the gospel—in who they have been made in Christ

Jesus—and how to allow the Holy Spirit to work in their minds, hearts and actions. Share that one of the

ways God transforms our minds isby usreading His Word, and encourage them to spend time reading the
Bible this week.
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BIBLE TIMELINE & REVIEW (3 MIN)
After the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost, the gospel spread. Many people believed in Jesus, and new

churches formed. Paul traveled as a missionary,to tell people about Jesus. He wrote letters to teach new

Christians about Jesus. Do you remember who else wrote letters? (James, John, Peter.)

Last week, we learned about a letter Paul wrote to a church he/hadn't yet visited. Do you remember where

it was? (Rome.) Paul told them about a change to our identity when we are saved. Identity is a word that

means “who you are.” Who do we become when we trust in Jesus? (Children of God.) How are we able to

become children of God? (Through the Holy Spirit.) Today, we will learn about the way the Holy Spirit

changes our thoughts and our actions. Our story this weekis called “A Transformed Mind’

SESSION STARTERS (5-10 MIN).

Transformation Illustrations (Older Students)

+ Give each student a piece of paper. Instruct them to fold their paper into quarters and number the

squares 1 to 4. Point out that things around us are changing and transforming all the time.

Seasons change, plants grow and wither messy rooms arecleaned up and'so on. Encourage

students to draw four pictures showing how something changes. They should start in the first

square and illustrate progressive changesin a series. If the class needs prompts, suggest a seed

becoming a tree, aleater pillar becoming a butterfly, a balloon beinginflated, aman growing
beard.

+ Did you know that, when a person trusts in Jesus, he or she is transformed, or changed, inside?

This isn’t an immediate change, so we might not notice it right away. We'll learn more during

today's Bible story.

Groups and Lines (Older and Younger Students)

+ Prompt the class to line up in a particular order or to gather in groups as they discover things they

have in common. Call out the following prompts or create your own:

~ Line up in alphabetical order by your firstname.

~ Line up in alphabetical order by your last name!

~ Gather with people who have the’same favorite color as you.

~ Gather with people who have the same eye color.

~ Line up in order of your birthday.

~ Gatherwith people who have the same.number.of siblings as you.

+ Isn't it interesting how God ereated us to be different imso many ways and also the same in many

ways? In today’s Bible story, we will talk about some of the ways God makes believers different
and the same.

What Makes You Special? (Older and Younger Students)

+ Instruct the class to sit inavéirele. Go around the group on@at a time, allowing students to explain

something about themselves that is special. Give them a few moments to demonstrate any special

talents they have.
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+ Weall have skills and talents that make us unique and special. God gives each of us different

talents, and He wants us to work together to use those talents for His glory. Today, we will learn

about some special talents and abilities God gives Christians specifically through the Holy Spirit.

What do you think they might be?

Mirror Emotions (Younger Students)

+ Have students find a partner. Each pair should take turns being the leader and the mirror. The

leader will make faces to show different emotions, and the mirror should do her best to mimic the

faces the leader makes.

+ Those were some great emotion faces. And great job being mirrors that reflected the emotions
your partners showed. In ourstory today, weWilhlearmabout the ways the Holy Spirit changes us

to be more like Jesus. One part of the change causes Christians to be happy with those who are

happy and sad with those who are sad. What do you think that means?'717Teoe eS

KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITY/BIG PICTURE Q&A (5 MIN)
2 Corinthians 5:17

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, and see, the new has come!

Syllable Challenge (Older Students)
+ Say the key passage together using the motions developed in the previous session. Have students

find a partner. The partners should count the total syllables in their first and last names. [For
example, Jaylen Webb has three syllables.] That is how many times she should say the key passage to

her partner. Make sure each partner gets a turn to say the key passage. Challenge the class to

read the passage throughout the week and try to memorize it.

Ball Pass (Older and Younger Students)

+ Say the key passage together using the motions developed in the previous session. Invite students

to stand ina line or circle. Give the first student in line a ball and ask her to say the first word of the

key passage and then pass the ball to thehext student in line, He will say the second word and
pass the ball. Continue until each student has said a word or students complete the key passage.

Play again as time allows to ensure everyone has a chance to participate.

+ Our key passage teaches us that being a Christian is more than just saying a prayer or believing
something that doesn't affect us. When we believe in Jesus, our lives completely change! We go

from dead in sipto.alive in,Christ.Everyonein Christisamew,creation. Wememorize verses like

this to help us know that we are no longer trapped by sin but freed to live for Jesus’ glory.

Big Picture Q&A

Q: Who changes us?

A: The Holy Spirit changes us to be like Jesus for God's glory.

LW LESSON 108 GROWTH| Romans 12:1-18; 1 Corinthians 1:4-9, 12:1-26; Philippians 1:3-11 3
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BIBLE STORY (10 MIN)

A Transformed Mind | Romans 12:1-18; 1 Corinthians 1:4-9, 12:1-26; Philippians 1:3-11

As a missionary in the early church, Paul traveled all over, sharing the good news about Jesus and

teaching believers. When Paul couldn't visit a church, he wrote letters to remind the believers of

Jesus’ words and explain how to follow Him!

Paul wrote one letter to the church in Rome to teach and encourage the believers in the capital of the

Roman empire. Rome was not an easy place for a church to grow because the governors didn't like Jews.

Also, Christian Jews and Christian Gentiles were still learning how to worship God together.

Paul wrote about how the Holy Spirit changes those who believe in Jesus. He said believers should

live differently than people who do not trust in Jesus. He said they should offer themselves asa living
sacrifice to God each day, be friends with one another and show love to everyone.

“Love one another like a family,” Paul wrote. He said,“If someone is happy, be happy with him. If he is

sad, be sad with him. Get along with one another as much as possible.”

Paul reminded the believers that God is merciful. He shows us love even though we are sinners and

do not deserve His love: “So, live in a way that pleases God. Do not let the unbelievers around you

change how you think. Let God change how you think. The Holy Spirit lives inside you. He shows you

the right way to live, and you will know God’s good plan for you.”

In the city of Corinth, the church was having trouble getting along. Instead of loving and accepting

one another, they acted as if some believers were better than others. They paid more attention to the

good things God had given them than to Jesus. They even said God gave some believers better spiritual

gifts than others!

So, Paul wrote to remind them, “Do not think you are better or worse than you really are. Not every

believer is the same. God gives faith to all believers, and not everyone has the same amount of faith.

God gives each believer different gifts. Some people have the gift of prophecy or the gift of teaching.

Some have the gift of serving, or encouraging, or giving, or leading or showing mercy. Believers must

work together, like different parts of a body working together. We are all one body in Jesus.”

Later, when Paul was in prison in Rome, he wrotea letter to encourage the disciples in Philippi. Paul
was happy and thanked God because God was working in their lives and changing them to be more

like Jesus. The believers were spreading the good news. They helped Paul by sending him money and

praying for him. He prayed that God's Spirit would fill them with joy and love of Christ as they grew in the
knowledge and wisdonmpof God. Paulpromised that God had starteda good,work of faith in them and

would help them continue in their faith until the day of Christ’s return.

JESUS CONNECTION

God wants us to show friendship and love to one another. As believers, we all9 belong to Jesus. His death and'resurrection bring us together. The Holy Spirit

changes the way we think and liveso we can love one another as God has loved
us.
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LIFEWISE QUALITY (3-4 MIN)

GROWTH- Becoming more mature by learning from my mistakes.

Living LifeWise

Because God has given us the Holy Spirit, we have all that we need to grow in maturity.

Character Connection

Growing our bodies isn’t something that we have control over, is it? We can’t make ourselves taller or

older by trying very hard. God made us so we just grow. But becoming mature is different. That’s

something we have to work on. We have to learn tollive and think and act maturely. If we don’t practice

being a grown-up, we will think and speakand act like children forever, and that is not where God wants us
to be.

Growing more mature takes time, effort and a lot of help from others. Before you can learn algebra, you

learn multiplication. You have to learn how to do little chores at home before you can clean a whole room.

Before you.can play.basketball, you.have.to learn.to dribble.ln.every area, we need.people whowill. teach
us what we need\to know.

God wants us to grow up.in spiritual things, too. So, He provided His Spirit to help us learn what we need

to know and gave us the ability to do what He calls us todo. He gives us the power to live God's way. We

can't do that on our own; we have to depend on Him. But God provides everything we need so that we can

grow, over time, to be more like Jesus.

Do these situations show a mature response or not? If not, what would it look like to respond maturely?

+ The teacher announces a surprise quiz, but you haven't been paying much attention in class lately.

+ You are supposed to put your uniform in the laundry to be washed, but you forgot again and the

game is today.

+ Asyou are on your way out the. door.to play,your neighbor asks you to watch her little boy so she

can make an important phone call. You immediately start playing with her little boy.

ee

BIBLE STORY REVIEW (5 MIN)
+ What kinds of books are Romans, 1 Corinthians and Philippians?

Letters,to.churches

+ Who wrote these books?

The Apostle Paul

+ What does Paul encourage us to offer ourselves as?

A living sacrifice, Rom. 12:1
+ Whom should we allow to change how we think?

God, Rom. 12:2

+ How do we know what the right way to live is?

The Bible tells us and the Holy Spirit helps us understand and remember it, Rom. 12:2

LW LESSON 108 GROWTH| Romans 12:1-18; 1 Corinthians 1:4-9, 12:1-26; Philippians 1:3-11 5
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+ Why does God give believers different gifts?

To help the church work together and become stronger, Rom. 12:5

+ How should we behave towards people who are happy?

We should be happy and celebrate with them, Rom. 12:15

+ How should we behave towards those who are sad?

We should be sad with them and comfort them, Rom. 12:15-16

+ How did the Philippian church help Paul?
While he was in prison, they sent money and prayed for Paul, Phil. 4:10-14

REINFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES (5540 MIN)

Who? Where? What? (Older Students)
+ Divide the class into two or three teams. Hold three rounds: Who? Where? What? Each team will

be given the first hint, number 5, for a word before they attempt to guess the answer. A total of
five hints may be given per team. The sooner a team guesses, the more points they earn. The

number of points awarded correspond to the number in front of the hint. For a more competitive

game, give both teams. thesamemystenywordesTheteamthat discovers themysterywordfirst

wins the points.

+ Mystery words:

<> WHO (People):

e Stephen (5. Was filled with the Holy Spirit and God's power to teach and perform
signs and wonders. 4. Stood up to the religious leaders and taught the Bible with
such wisdom they couldn't argue. 3. The religious leaders found people to falsely

accuse him of breakingthe law. 2. He saw Jesus standing at God's right hand. 1.
He was stoned to death because of his faith in Jesus.)

e Paul (5. Was a Jewish religious leader. 4. Was at Stephen's stoning. 3. Hunted
Christians to put themin jail. 2. Saw Jesus on the road to Damascus. 1. Became a
missionary tostake:the goodsaews totheGentiles.)

e Jews (5. Lived in Canaan. 4. Abraham's Family. 3. Spent 400 years in Egypt. 2.

Were first called this during exile to Babylon. 1. God’s chosen people.)

e Disciples (5. A group of Jewish men. 4. Helped share the gospel. 3. Chosen by

Jesus. 2. Became known as the apostles after Jesus returned to Heaven. 1.

Twelve original followers of Jesus.)

~ WHERE (Places):

e Jerusalem (5.Home base for the churchJeaders. 4. The Holy Spirit came at

Pentecost in this city. 8; The city where the temple was located. 2. The city where

Jesus was triedand crucified. 1. The city Nehemiah rebuilt a wall around.)

e Rome (5. Paul sent a letter here to a church he had never personally met. 4. The

city Paul was kept a prisoner in by guards. 3. The city that was the capital of the

Roman Empires2. The capital/city Of Italy" The city that the Roman church lived

in.)

e Prison\(5, A place Paul was forced to go several times. 4. Paul went here with Silas

and later onhis own. 3. A place that God broke open with an earthquake. 2. Paul

was put in chains here. 1. People who break the government's laws are kept here.)
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e Philippi (5. Paul sent a letter to a church in this city while imprisoned in Rome. 4.

Christians from this city helped Paul by sending money to him. 3. A city in

Macedonia. 2. The city where Paul shared the gospel with Lydia. 1. The city where

Paul shared the gospel with the jailer holding him in prison.)

<> WHAT (Things):

e Pentecost (5. A special Jewish celebration that occurred 50 days after Jesus rose

from the dead. 4. Jews from all over the world gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate

this feast. 3. Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to the disciples on this special day. 2. The

Holy Spirit appeared as tongues of fire. 1. The disciples were given the ability to

praise God in many people’s native languages.)

e The gospel (S)The disciplesshared this/:4. This was taken to many different places

and shared with many different people. 3. Most of the disciples died because they

believed in this. 2. The good news. 1. Jesus died for our sins and was raised on the

third day.)

e The Church (5. It is all over the world. 4. It has many different parts and abilities.
3. Its mission is to go everywhere, make disciples, baptize and teach about God. 2.

OneibodysimGhnistymany.memberseigAngroupiof people whoworshipdesus as

Lord.)

e Church Letter (5. These were sent to places Paul had gone. 4. They gave

instructions for the church, 3. They better explained how to live as a Christian. 2.

They included a greeting, body and closing. 1. They were written by Paul and read
by the churches.)

Balloon Roundup (Older and Younger Students)

+ Before the session, blow up eight balloons and write the following sentences on them. Do not
include the answers.

~ God is merciful. (True, Rom. 12:1)

~ The Holy Spirit lives inside you. (True)

+ The Holy Spirit showsiyoulthe rightWay,to liven(Tmue, Rom. 12:2)

+ Every believer is the same. (False, Rom. 12:6)

~ God gives faith to all believers. (True, Rom, 12:3)

~ Everyone has the same gifts. (FalsepRom. 12:6)

~ Weare all one body in Jesus. (True, Rom. 12:5)

~ God wants us to show friendship and love to one another. (True, Rom. 12:10)

+ Use tape to mark two 5-foot squares on the floor, one at each end of the room. Make aT for true in

one square and an.Fifor falseiimthe other Scatter the prepared balloons around the room. Form

two teams. Allow a player from the first team to choosea balloon and read it aloud. If your class
struggles with reading, be ready to help. The team should decide if the statement is true or false

and put the balloon in that square. Reveal the answer and award a point fora correct answer.
Alternate between the teams until all of the balloons are sorted. The team with the most points
wins.
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Reverse Simon Says (Older and Younger Students)

+ Invite the class to play a game of Simon Says but with the rules reversed. If you say, “Simon Says,”

students should not follow your lead. If you omit “Simon Says,’ students should do as you say.

[Suggested commands: lift your feet as high as you can, rub your tummy and pat your head, play air

guitar, act like a monkey, stand on one foot, yawn, wiggle your body.)

+ Following Jesus really turns the ways of the world upside-down. Instead of looking out for

yourself, God wants us to show friendship and love to.one another. Instead of believing, “Il am the

most important person in my life;"we believe, “Jesus is the most important person in my life.’

Becoming a Christian transforms how we interact with God and with others. We all belong to

Jesus. His death and resurrection brings us together. The Holy Spirit changes the way we think
and live so we can love one another as God has loved us.

Friendship Mural (Older and Younger Students)

+ Provide the class with blank sheets of paper and crayons, pencils and markers. Allow them to.

create a mural of their different ideas about what friendship looks like. Encourage them to draw

students playing with one another, helping one another, worshiping together, reading their Bibles

together andicomfortingionevanotheriinisad times.

+ God wants us to showWfriendship and love to one another. We can do this in a lot of different ways.

We can celebrate.and play with others when we are in happy times, and we can comfort each

other and pray together when we are sad. We can worship God together and study our Bibles

together. There are many ways to show God’s love with our actions. It’s hard to do these things on

our own, but with God’s power, we can live like Jesus. Who changes us? The Holy Spirit changes us

to be like Jesus for God's glory.

Activity Pages & Recap Cards (5-10 min) (For in-class or take-home use)

+ Word of the Day (Older Students)

+ From Dead to Life (Younger Students)

Prayer & Requests (3-5 min)

Lord, we know that we are made new whenWe believe in JesuspYour Son. Thank You for sending Him to.

save us. Thank You that the Holy Spirit transforms.our.minds and hearts to want what You want and live as

Jesus lived. Help our lives to be beautiful pictures of Your love and kindness. Use us to glorify Your name.
Amen.
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[+++] LESSON 109: SELF-CONTROL
\AEERISE THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT
OP, Acts 13:13-14; Galatians 5:16-26Yay Leos 4

THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT

+ Acts 13:13-14; Galatians 5:16-26

+ Big Picture Q&A: Who changes us? The Holy Spirit changes us to be like Jesus for

God's glory.

+ Key Passage: 2 Corinthians 5:17 - Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is anew

creation; the old has passed away, and see, the new has come!

JESUS CONNECTION

When we trust in Jesus, the Holy Spirit begins to change us. Paul told the believers in the9) Galatian church how to recognize that God is working in someone's life. People who are

saved by Jesus become more like Him, and the Holy Spirit gives them power to say no to

sin and to live in a way that pleases God.

+ LIFEWISE QUALITY

S=S SELF-CONTROL - Being able to manage myself so I can do what's right.
es

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

When we trust in Jesus, we become children of God, and the gospel changes us. Our thinking changes so

we can understand what pleases God and know His will. But gospel transformation doesn't stop there.

The gospel also changes how we live each day.

In his letter to the Galatians, Paul described the fruit of the flesh—what a person's life looks like apart from

Christ: anger, jealousy, selfishness, impurityystrifeandisimilamthings, Paul shared that people who live like

this will not enter God’s kingdom because this behavior reveals the condition of the person's heart. These

behaviors are the fruit of that person’s sinful heart.

Then, Paul told the believers in the Galatian church how to recognize that God is working in someone's

life. He contrasted the fruit of the flesh with the fruit of the Spirit—what a person’s life looks like in Christ:

love, joy, peace, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. This is the fruit produced in a
person whose heart is changed by Christ.

As you share the fruit of the Spirit with your class this week, be careful to help them see that this fruit is

produced by the Holy Spirit workingiimithem. Itis not called thefruit of the Christian. Our response to the

fruit of the Spirit should not be to think of ways we can be more loving, joyful, peaceful or kind. That is

mistakenly believing the fruit is produced by us! When we trust in Jesus, the Holy Spirit begins to change
us.

Our response should be to consider how we canallow the Holy Spirit to change us to become a person
who is more loving, joyful, peacefuland.kind. People who are saved by Jesus become more like Him, and
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the Holy Spirit gives them power to say no to sin and to live in a way that pleases God. The fruit of the

Spirit reflects true gospel transformation.

a

BIBLE TIMELINE & REVIEW (3 MIN)
During our last two lessons, we talked about what it means to be\part of Gad’s family. The Apostle Paul

wrote that God adopts us into His family. From the moment we trust in Jesus, who do we become?

(Children of God.) We've also learned about the way our mindsre transformed, or changed. God wants us

to understand what His word says and to live it out. What are some ways that God wants us to think and

act differently as believers? [Answers will vary.] When we choose to trust in Jesus to save us from sin, what

helper does God send to live in us? (The Holy Spirit.) Today, we are learning about the qualities that the

Holy Spirit will produce in our lives as We follow Jesus. Ounstory is called “The Fruit of the Spirit”

SESSION STARTERS (5-10 MIN)

Twenty Questions (Older Students)

+ Think of amystery Bible object: a person, place or thing. Invite the class to ask yes-or-no questions

to figure out the mystery object. Challenge them to identify the object in 20 or fewer questions.

Use tally marks to keep track of how many questions have been asked. Play additional rounds as
time allows.

+ What questions'might you ask to figure oubif someonejis’a Christian? [Allow students towespond.]

Those are some good questions. Today's Bible story will explain one way we know God is at work
in us or in others.

Two Trees (Older Students)

+ Lead the class in a discussion about how they might tell the difference between two kindsoftrees:
a healthy tree and sick tree.

+ Ifatree doesn't have fruit growing, it could be difficult to tell what kind oftree it is. Trees that

produce fruit would be much easier to tell apart. Today, we will talk about a kind of “fruit” that

grows in our lives when we follow JesusWhat kind of fruitido you think it is?

Fruit Lists (Older and Younger Students)
+ Form teams of three or four students. Provide each team with paper and pencils. Challenge the

students to list as many fruits in different categories as they can in 60 seconds. If your group

cannot read or write, consider allowing groups to call out fruits. [Example categories: different colors

of fruit, differentshapes of fruuitefruitythat youcanand ean'teat the skinyetc.]

+ Great job coming,up with allithose different kinds of fruity Today, we will learn about the fruit of
the Spirit. What do you think it means to have “the fruit of the Spirit” in your life?

Examine Plants (Younger Students)

+ Display various plants for the class to gently examine. Consider providing a field guide for

students to use to identifythe plants. Ask the class what parts ofthe plant they might look at to
determine what kind of plant it is. Guide them to talk about how they knowa plant is alive. What
signs of life does it show?
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+ One way we can identify a plant is by its fruit. For example, if a plant produces apples, we know it is
an apple tree. Do you know that believers produce fruit? It’s not fruit you can eat, but it is proof

that God is at work in a person's life. Let’s find out more.

Fruit Basket Toss (Younger students)

+ Divide into two teams. Invite the teams to line. up on one side of the room and place a basket about

six feet in front of the first player in each line. Give both teamsa pile of play fruit and challenge
them to take turns trying to toss their fruits intotheir respective baskets. The first team to land all

of their fruit in their basket wins.

+ Wow, you tossed a lot of fruit into those baskets. Today, we will talk about a kind of fruit that you
can't toss or eat. We will learmaboutithe fruitofithe Spirits

eea

KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITY/BIG PICTUREQ&A(5 MIN)
2 Corinthians 5:17

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, and see, the new has come!

Eraser Challenge (Older and Younger Students)

+ Onadryerase board or chalkboard, write out the key passage. Invite a volunteer to read the verse

forthe class andithen erase one word of their choice. Invite another,volunteer to do the same,

erasing a second word. Continue in this way until the class has erased all the words and are saying

the verse from memory.

Back and Forth (Older and Younger Students)

+ Divide the class into two groups. Have the entire class say the passage together. Then, have the

first group say the first two words of the passage, then the second group say the next two words

of the passage. Continue alternating groups after every two words until the passage is finished.

Repeat as time allows.

Big Picture Q&A

Q: Who changes us?

A: The Holy Spirit changes us to be like Jesus for God's glory.

BIBLE STORY (10 MIN)

The Fruit of the Spirit | Acts 138:13-14; Galatians 5:16-26

On Paul’s first missionary journey, he and Barnabas shared the good news about Jesus in four cities
in Galatia: Pisidian Antioch, |conum, Lystra and Derbe. Galatia was an area in the Roman Empire located

in modern-day Turkey.

Many Galatian Gentiles, or non-Jews, believed, but some of the Jewish leaders were upset. They did

not believe that faith in Jesus was the only way to be saved from sin. They believed they needed to

follow the laws of Moses in order to be accepted by God. After Paul left Galatia, the Jewish leaders

confused new Christians by teaching that faith alone in Jesus could not save them. They said the new

believers also had to obey the Law of Moses in order to be saved from sin.
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Paul wrotea letter to the Galatian believers to explain that following the Law of Moses could not
keep them from sinning. He reminded them that God gives the Holy Spirit, who guides them and

gives them power, to help Christians become more like Jesus. The Holy Spirit changes the way we
think and act.

When sin is in control, we do wrong things. We show hatred, jealousy, anger, selfishness and greed.
We fight and get into trouble. People who live like this will not enter God’s kingdom.

But Jesus frees us from the power of sin. The Holy Spirit lives in us and gives us power to do what is

right. When the Holy Spirit is in control, people can choose love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. These actions are the fruit of the Spirit—proof

that the Spirit is in someone—like howa healthy treeproduces fruit: This fruit pleases God.

Paul wrote that when we trust in Jesus, weno longer want to do whatever pleases ourselves. The Holy

Spirit gives us power to say no to things like hatred, jealousy, anger, selfishness and greed. The more we
know Jesus, the more we will want to live to please God. Since the Holy Spirit lives in us, we must let

the Holy Spirit guide us.

JESUS CONNECTION

When we trust in Jesus, the Holy Spirit begins to change us. Paul told the+) believers in the Galatian church how to recognize that God is working in

someone's life. People who are saved by Jesus become more like Him, and the

Holy Spirit gives them power to say no to sin and to live in a way that pleases God.

es

LIFEWISE QUALITY (3-4 MIN)
SELF-CONTROL - Being able to manage myself so | can do what’s right.

Living LifeWise

God gives us His Spirit, who helps us live with self-control.

Character Connection

One of the hardest parts of having a new pet is teaching them to control themselves. Puppies chew and

shred things. Kitties might scratch. Both of them have to be taught how to go outside or to the litter box.

We have to help them learmhow towhooserthe rightithings imsteadjofithe wrong ones.

We need help learning howto choose'the right things too. Ourparents and teachers do that. But we also

need the Holy Spirit to help us live God’s way and say no to sin. When Heis in control, our lives will be full

of His qualities—including self-control.

When sin is in control of us, we will be just like that new puppy or kitty. We'll do whatever feels good to us

all the time, no matter what it costs Someone Else. But the Holy Spirit gives Us the power to control our

words, our actions, our reactions and our choices»We can ask Him to help us in this area every day so that
our lives are changed to look like Jesus.
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I'll share a situation when someone doesn't show self-control. What might it look like to show self-control
instead?

+ Atthe grocery store, Joey pointed and said, “That lady looks like a grumpy elf!”

+ Sarah saw someone come out of the bathroom with toilet paper stuck to her shoe. She pointed it

out to all her friends and laughed..

+ Atrecess, Cameron's classmates picked a game he didn’t want to play, so he threw the ball across.

the playground and yelled.

ee=— a eS

BIBLE STORY REVIEW (5 MIN)
+ Whom did Paul write the letter of Galatians to?

Christians in Galatia

+ Were most of the believers in Galatia Jews or Gentiles?

Gentiles

+ Why did the Jewish leaders in Galatia make trouble for Paul?

Theydidnitbelievethe good news about Jesus

+ Why did Paul write:a letter to the Christians in Galatia?

Jo help them understand the truth about the gospel, Gal. 1:11-12
+ What does the Holy Spirit change?

The way we think and act

+ What will happen if we listen to the Holy Spirit and allow Him to guide us?

We will do what God wants, Gal. 5:16

+ What will happen if we do only what we want?

Sin will be in control, Gal. 5:19-21

+ When sinis in control, what kinds of things do we show?

The fruit of sin: hatred, jealousy, angereselfishness.and greed, Gal. 5:19-21

+ What does the Holy Spirit bring out of us when He is in control?

The fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and

self-control, Gal. 5:22-23

REINFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES (5-10 MIN)

My Way or God’s Way(OlderStudents)

+ Before the session, write the following words on separate clothespins with a marker: idolatry,

hatred, jealousy, anger, selfishness, violence and joy, peace, patience, kindness, gentleness, self-control.

Put the clothespins in a,.bag ombucket. Prepare two posters that read Sin’s Way and God's Way.

Attach the posters to a wall. Distribute Bibles and guide the class to open to Galatians 5.

Encourage them to use the table of contents if they need help. Remind them that Galatians is one

of Paul’s letters, and it is founchin the New Testament. When everyone has found it, allow students

to take turns pulling a clothespin and reading the word. Discusswhat the verses mean as a class,

give an example of someone showing that action and then decide if the word describes Sin’s Way

or God's Way. The student whopulled the clothespin.should clip it to the corresponding poster.

The class may refer to Galatians 5:19-23 to check their work.
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Fruit Pairs (Older Students)

+ Before the session, write the fruit of the Spirit on separate craft sticks: love, joy, peace, patience,

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Make two sets. Prepare additional sticks if

you have a large group. Each student will need one craft stick. Mix up the sticks and scatter them

across the floor. When you say “go;sthestudents should each collect one stick, then find another

person with the same stick. Call on one or two pairs to give an example of how they might see the

fruit in their lives. [For example, patience might be shown by waiting without complaining fora sibling to
get ready to go somewhere.] Collect and seatter the sticks again to play additional rounds as time
allows.

+ Allof these things are the fruit of the Spirit. They are evidence that God is at work in our lives. The

Holy Spirit changes the way westhink and act to bemore like Jesus. We can love others because

Jesus loves us. We can have peace because Jesus has won the war against sin and death. We can

be patient with others because Godis patient with us.

Fruit of the Spirit Key Tags (Older Students)

+ Before the session, cut cardstock or index cards into 1x3-inch strips, 10 per student. Punch a hole

toward the end ofeach, stripsEncourageistudents toropemtheimBiblesito Galatians 5:22=23.

Distribute 10 tags.to each student and direct them to write the fruit of the Spirit on separate tags.

On the last tag, they should write Galatians 5:22-23. Consider covering the tags in packing tape to

makethem watefresistant. Encourage theclass to keep.their tagswith them and watchtosee

how they see the fruit of the Spirit lived out in themselves or in other believers.

+ Before aperson trusts in Jesus, he is an enemy of God. But when he turns from his sin and trusts

in Jesus, God forgives his sin and adopts him into His family. God loves us, takes care of us and

changes us. The Holy Spirit changes the waywe think and act to be more like Jesus. When we see
things like love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control

in our lives, that is evidence of the Holy Spirit’s work to change our hearts and minds. Believers

won't be perfect in this life, but we can honor God with our lives as we trust in Him and do His

work of sharing the gospel with the world.

Good Fruit, Bad Fruit (Older and Younger Students)

+ Onadry erase board or chalkboard, make a T-chart. Label the columns Good Fruit and Bad Fruit.

Lead the class to discuss the thoughts and behaviors that would fall under each category. List their

ideas in the appropriate columns. When students suggest a general trait, ask for a specific example

of what that might look like.

+ When we believe in Jesus, the Holy Spirit begins working in our lives. As we grow in our faith, our

hearts will want what God wants. Over time our sinfulhabits will fall away, and our lives will be

marked by godliness. The Holy Spirit will produce love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control in our lives.

Fill in the Blank (Younger Students)

+ Thisis aversion of Hangman. Before Class, write the fruit'ofthe Spirit on a dry erase board or

large paper. Draw small lines representing every letter of one fruit of the Spirit. Then, draw nine

pieces of fruit. Invite students to guess a letter. If the letter is in the word, write it in the correct

spot. If it is not, erase a partofithe picture [e.g., a leaf from the tree]. If the entire picture is erased,
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the teacher wins. After they guess a word correctly, talk about what that fruit of the Spirit means.

Give helpful hints [e.g., start by guessing vowels] before beginning the game. To increase the

activity’s difficulty, do not write out the nine words. Allow the class to guess from memory or look

up Galatians 5:22-23 in their Bibles.

Fruit Tree Craft (Younger Students)

+ Help the class complete this craft using the steps below:

~ Tear green and other colored tissue paper into bits.

~ Pour glue onto a paper plate for the students to share.

~ Draw the outline of a tree on a sheet of heavyweight paper.

~ Wrapa bit of tissue paper around the’éraser endiofiapencil. Dip the bit of tissue paper in
glue and press it to the paper to create leaves (using the green) or fruit (using other

colors).

~ Use brown construction paper to create the trunk of the tree.

~ Write out the main point on the bottom of the sheets: The Holy Spirit changes the way we
think and act to be more like Jesus.

<> Setithem aside todnys

+ When you look at thisspicture, you can,semember thabjust as a fruit tree will bear fruityayGhristian

will grow to be more like Jesus each day. The Holy Spirit gives us the power and the desire to obey

God by living with love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and
self-control.

Activity Pages & Recap Cards (5-10 min) (For in-class or take-home use)

+ Decision Tree (Older Students)

+ Fruit Salad (Younger Students)

Prayer & Requests (3-5 min)

Lord God, help us to live Your way. Our sinful desire is to live for ourselves, but You alone deserve our love,

worship and attention. Thank You for the Holy Spirit, who, changes us so we can live out Your mission.
Amen.
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IFEWIS, ,Ne FE THE ARMOROF GODLy df Acts 19; Ephesians 6:10-19Ny, Vda ad

THE ARMOR OF GOD

+ Acts 19; Ephesians 6:10-19

+ Big Picture Q&A: Who changes us? The Holy Spirit changes us to be like Jesus for

God's glory.

+ Key Passage: 2 Corinthians 5:17 - Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is anew

creation; the old has passed away, and see, the new has come!

JESUS CONNECTION

Paul told believers to be ready to fight a spiritual battle each and every day. People and

powers who are against God will be against us too. But Jesus died and rose from the

dead. He had victory over evil. We can fight the battle against evil, knowing Jesus already
won the war.

+ LIFEWISE QUALITY

S=S STEWARDSHIP - Using the gifts God has given me wisely without wasting them.
es

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

Paul knew that following Jesus is difficult. After Paul met Jesus on the road to Damascus, his life was
turned upside down, and he was never the same. Paul spent the rest of his life struggling and suffering to

advance the very gospel that he had denied and fought against before his conversion.

Paul was in prison when he wrote his letter to the believers at the church in Ephesus. Paul knew firsthand

that the life of a believer is a battle—amongoing fight)But Pauldidn't see life as a fight against the Romans,

those who had thrown him in prison, or those who opposed the gospel. The battle is against evil.

At the conclusion of his letter, Paul used a Roman soldier's armor asia picture of how we are to prepare

ourselves to fight the battle against evil. Believers are to carry God's truth, righteousness and peace

wherever we go. Likewise, we are to hold fast to our faith, salvation and the Word of God. When we are

fully protected by this armor of God, we are ready for any battle.

In addition to wearing the armor of God, Paul called on believers to pray at all times. Paul wanted to

remind believers that even with the armor of God, we still need to rely on God to protect us and to win the

fight against evil.

This week, show your students all that God has given them to help them fight against evil. Emphasize that

God never intends for us to fight in our own power. We are.to rely.on His power. Be sure to also explain

that while life can be difficult and we are to be ready to fight against evil/we can have complete confidence

that we will be victorious because, by His death and,resurrection, Jesus has already won the war.

LW LESSON 110 STEWARDSHIP| Acts 19; Ephesians 6:10-19 1
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BIBLE TIMELINE & REVIEW (3 MIN)
The New Testament letters we have been learning about teach us how we are saved from sin. The

Galatians were confused, but Paul told them that only by what could they be saved? (Faith in Jesus.) The

letters also remind us that God changes people when they trust in Jesus. What does the Holy Spirit
change to help us be more like Jesus? (Howswerthink and aets)WWhat does God's Spirit grow within us to

show that we are true believers? (The fruit of the Spirit.) Can you name any of the fruit of the Spirit? [Take

answers.] Today's Bible story is about the armor God gives to us. Christians are involved ina battle, but not

against other people. Our battle is against the forces of evileQur story today is called “The Armor of God.”

SESSION STARTERS (5-10 MIN)

Dressed and Ready (Older Students)

+ Arrange chairs ina circle and instruct the'class to be seated. Give each student a piece of

outerwear. Stand outside the cirele.and explain that you will name a destination. If students are

holding a piece of clothing that would be good to wear in that destination, they should stand up

and switch seats with another player who is standing. Call out destinations one at a time, giving

students a chance to react. [Examples: beach, garden, North Pole, park, mountain, etc.]

+ That Was fun. What kinds of things would you put on to goito a battle? We'll find out when we hear

today’s Bible story

Draw Armor (Older and:Younger Students)
+ Form two groups: boys and girls. Give each group a large piece of paper and allow a volunteer

from each group to draw an outline of a person on the paper. Call out the following phrases,

allowing time between each for the groups to add them to their drawing: belt, breastplate covering

the chest, sandals, shield, helmet and sword. Allow each group to display their drawings and point

out each piece of armor.

+ The Bible says God gives us armor to protect us. We'll find out more in our Bible story today.

Armor Toss (Younger Students)

+ Print each picture of the armor of God using the‘Armor Toss” printable. Place them on the floor as

though building a suit of armor. Instruct the students to line up and take turns tossing a beanbag

onto the pieces of armor. Each time a student lands the beanbag on a piece, say its name aloud.

Encourage the class to say it with you.

+ Today, we will learn about these pieces of armor. They are a special kind of armor that God gives

us to help us stand.firm againstanyone whois againstGod.and fightback against evil.

Safety Gear Show-and-tell (Younger Students)

+ Bringin various pieces of protective gear, suchas a bike helmet, oven mitts, sunglasses, safety

goggles, gardening gloves, etc. Show each piece and let the class try them on and examine them

closely. Discuss what each piece is designed to do and situations where you might use it.

+ Each of these things is madé tojprotectyou from something that could hurt you. Even though each

item has a use, none of those items can protect us from spiritual dangers. That’s why God provides

aspecial kind of armor. Today, we will learn more about the armor of God.

NeON
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KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITY/BIG PICTURE Q&A (5 MIN)
2 Corinthians 5:17

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, and see, the new has come!

Flip Cards (Older Students)

+ Print the “Key Passage Flip Cards” double-sided, one for each student, and cut them apart.

Encourage the class to fold their card in half so they see only one level at a time. On each level,

students will fill in missing words to complete thekey passage. After completing a level, they can

turn the card over or fold it the other way to see the next level, where increasingly more words

will be missing. Memorizing Scripture is kind of like making sure we have easy access to our
swords for spiritual battles. Paul said.that the sword ofthe Spirit is the Word of God. When we

have key passages memorized, We can pull out our swords to fight spiritual battles with ease.

High, Low, Fast, Slow (Younger Students)

+ Display the key passage poster and read it aloud together. Challenge the class to read the key
passage in various ways: whispering, shouting, quickly, slowly, etc. We can memorize our key

passage to remember that when we trust in Jesus, we are not the same. Our old way of living as a

slave tosin has died, and Jesus makes us alive $0 we can live for Him.

Big Picture Q&A

Q: Who changes us?

A: The Holy Spirit changes us to be like Jesus for God's glory.

BIBLE STORY (10 MIN)

The Armor of God | Acts 19; Ephesians 6:10-19

On Paul’s third missionary journey, he traveled to Ephesus, a major trade city for the Roman Empire, in

modern-day Turkey. Paul stayed in Ephesus for about three years. While there, Paul shared the good

news about Jesus. God did many miracles through Paul, and many people, both Jews and Gentiles,

believed in Jesus and repented of their sins. Some whowere once involved in evil magic and worship

of Satan chose to worship God instead:

Later, Paul wrote a letter to the Ephesians to remind them about every good thing they had been given

in Christ and how they could live God's way in a very dark place. He told them: “Be strong! God is

all-powerful, and He will give you the strength you need.”

Paul knew from experience that the Christian life was not an easy life. In fact, he wrote this letter

while he was in prison in Rome. Paul told the Ephesians that the Christian life is like a battle. |t is

difficult, and it is not a battle against other people. The battle is against evil.

But, Paul also told believers how to fight in this battle. Evil is strong, but God is stronger and gives us

what we need to stand strong against evil. “Put on the full armor of God,” he said. “It will help you stand

up against the Devil, who is trying to trick you.” These are the pieces of God’s armor, Paul said:

First, truth is like a belt around our waist. We know what is true because God has told us about

Himself in His Word. Truth can standup against lies.

LW LESSON 110 STEWARDSHIP| Acts 19; Ephesians 6:10-19 3
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Second, righteousness is like armor on our chest. God makes us righteous when we trust in Jesus.

Righteousness means that we are now right with God. When we trust in Jesus’ death on the cross to save

us from sin, God declares that we are no longer guilty of sin and far away from Him. He now welcomes us.

as His friends and gives us the strength to do what is right.

Third, Paul said, “Be ready with the gospel—likesandals on your feet.” What God has done for us in

Jesus is good news! We must always be ready to tell others the gospel.

Fourth, faith is like a shield. We should takejit with us wherever we go to help protect ourselves from
the evil one’s attacks. This evil one—the devil—wants us to doubt God or believe what is not true.

God gives us faith to help us trust in Him and obey Him.

Finally, Paul said, “Salvation is like your helmet,and God’s Word is like your sword.” The helmet

protects our head and mind. We must remember that God has saved us. A sword helps us fight off

enemies. God’s Word, the Bible, is a strong sword! The Bible tells us what is true and the Holy Spirit

helps us do what it says.

When we use this armor, we must remember to pray. God will show us how to be ready and how to

live for Him) Paul said, “Don't give Up praying for God's people” Paul wanted the Ephesians tojprayfor him

too, that God would help him be bold when he shared the good news about Jesus.

JESUS CONNECTION

Paul told believers to be ready to fight a spiritual battle each and every day.9) People and powers who are against God will be against us too. But Jesus died and

rose from the dead. He had victory over evil. We can fight the battle against evil,

knowing Jesus already won the war.

a

LIFEWISE QUALITY (3-4 MIN)
STEWARDSHIP - Using the gifts God has given me wisely, without wasting them.

Living LifeWise

God provides for all our needs, and we can choose to be good stewards of His gifts.

Character Connection

Stewardship means that we use whatever we have wisely, practicing it even when we'd rather do.

something else, so that it’s ready when we need it. It's important for school and music and sports, and it’s

important for doing life God's way, too.

God has provided everything we need for every situation. He's given us food, clothes, people who care for

us and purpose in life. He’s given us salvation and forgiveness because ofJesus’ death on the cross. He’s

given us the Holy Spirit. He’s even given Us the encouragement and armor we need to fight against sin and
evil.

But just because we have what we need doesn't mean we're always ready to go. We have to practice doing

the things that help us live God’s way. We have to be good stewards. That means choosing to pray and

4 STEWARDSHIP| Acts 19; Ephesians 6:10-19 LW LESSON 110
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read our Bibles. It means putting on the spiritual armor Paul describes. It means asking the Spirit to help us

live ready to obey God, every day.

Let’s brainstorm which one (or more than one) of the pieces of God's armor could help us in these
situations.

+ You are worried about the big test coming up, (Shield of faith, sword of Spirit)

+ A friend on the bus asks you what you learn about at LifeWise. (Ready feet)
+ The teacher asks if you know what wasigoing on inthe bathroom after recess. (Belt of truth)

+ Yourealize you can see another student's test paper and are tempted to copy their answers.
(Breastplate of righteousness)

aa

BIBLE STORY REVIEW (5 MIN)
+ What does the armor of God help us do?

Resist evil and stand firm in faith, Eph. 6:13

+ What did Paul compare to a helmet?

Salvation, Eph. 6:17

+ What does the helmet of salvation protect?

Our mind»Eph. 6:17

+ What does the shield of faith allow us to do?

Put out the flaming arrows of the evil one, Eph. 6:16

+ What is like a belt around our waist?

Truth, Eph. 6:14

+ What is like armor on our chest?

Righteousness, Eph. 6:14

+ What does the word righteousness mean?

Being right with God

+ What is the sword of the Spirit?

The Word of God, Eph. 6:17

+ Besides putting on the armor of God, what did Paul tell the church to do?

Prayat all times in the Spirit, Eph. 6:18
+ Why don't we have'to beiafraidiofithe devil?

Jesus has already won the war against sin by dying on the cross

+ Howdowe put on the armor of God?

By knowing, believing and obeying God's Word

REINFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES (5-10 MIN)

Armor Concentration (Older Students)

+ Print the “Armor Cards” printable, one set for every 2-4 students. Make sure to display the

correct matches, or the students can look at a Bible to find the correct match. The following words

should be matched together: belt/truth, breastplate/righteousness, shoes/readiness to share the gospel,
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shield/faith, helmet/salvation, sword/God’s Word and prayer/protection for believers. Instruct students

to position the cards face down ina grid. In each group, players will take turns turning over two.

cards at a time. If the cards match, they should collect them and take another turn. If the cards do
not match, they should turn over both cards. Play passes to the next player. The player to collect
the most matches wins.

+ God tells us the battles we will fight are not physical; they are spiritual battles against an invisible

enemy. The devil wants us to turn away from God. He does not want people to know and love

Jesus. But God gives us what we need to stand strong against evil. We stand firm knowing that

God will protect us, and we relyon His power. Ultimately, Jesus has won the war against sin and
evil by dying on the cross and rising again. His victory belongs to everyone who trusts Him.

Armor of God Trivia (Older and Younger Students)
+ Remind students that there are 66 books in the Bible divided between the Old Testament and

New Testament. Explain that each testamenticontains several divisions. The book of Ephesians is

found in the division called Paul’s Letters.

+ Form two teams. Alternate back and forth, asking each team Bible review questions. Players will

work together to answer the questions correctly. Each time a team answers correctly, they earn a

piece of the armor. Ifateam answers incorrectly, allovwthe opposing team to answer andiearn the

piece of armor. You may choose to draw the pieces on a board, keep track using tally marks or

hand them physical armor. The team to collect the most parts of the armor of God wins.

Armor of God Match (Older and Younger Students)

+ Print one “Armor Cards” printable. Cut out the words with the name of each piece of the armor of

God: salvation, righteousness, faith, truth, readiness to share the gospel, the Word of God. Place the
Bible story picture on a focal wall or white board. Work together as a class to label the armor of
God with the correct name.

+ We learned today that God gives us what we need to stand strong against evil. That means that

we have the equipment and the power to fight back when the enemy tries to tempt us to sin or

discourage us from sharing the gospel.

Shields of Faith (Older and Younger Students)
+ Provide cake rounds or poster board cut into 10- or 42-inch circles, one per student. Allow the

class to use markers or crayons to decorate their shields. As they work, discuss what types of

battles they might face in their lives. Remind them that the battles believers face are not just
physical battles, but spiritual battles against evil and the enemies of God. We might use the armor

of God to fight off lies about.God or about ourselves, to.fight temptation to sin, to help us share

the gospel with others, to remember the truth about God and to fight for peace and courage.

When they finish, help students stick together two lengths of duct tape, sticky sides in. Use two.

additional strips of tape to attach the tape loop to the back of the shield as a handle.

+ God gives us what we need.tosstand strong againstevil. Hegives usspecial armor and strength.

We can pray, and we can memorize God's Word so we will beyready for battle. No matter what we

face, we know that victory belongs to Jesus, He won the war against sin and death by dying on the

cross and rising from the dead«Everyone who trusts.in.Him will have ultimate victory too.
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Activity Pages & Recap Cards (5-10 min) (For in-class or take-home use)
+ Ready to Fight (Older Students)

+ Protective Pairings (Younger Students)

Prayer & Requests (3-5 min)
Father, thank You for Your goodness, fait! d love. Help us to put on the full armor of God each

day. Fill us with Your Spirit and guide us to fight the go ight, to pray at all times and be ready to share
the gospel with others. Amen.
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IFEWIS, 'Ne FE THE PLAN TO STOP PAULLy df Acts 21:26-23:35Ny, VdSy Zt

THE PLAN TO STOP PAUL

+ Acts 21:26-23:35

+ Big Picture Q&A: When should we tell others about Jesus? We should always tell

others about Jesus, even when it is difficult.

+ Key Passage: Philippians 1:27a - Just one thing: As citizens of Heaven, live your life

worthy of the gospel of Christ.

JESUS CONNECTION

Even when others threatened his life, Paul continued to obey Jesus. He believed that9) God, who showed His love for the world by sending His Son to die on the cross and rise

again, would help him through hard times. We too can risk everything to share the gospel

with courage because we know that God loves us and will care for us.

+ LIFEWISE QUALITY
<S™ COURAGE - Boldly doing the right thing, even when it’s hard.
es

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

As Paul's third missionary journey came to an end, a prophet named Agabus warned him that the Jews
would seize him in Jerusalem and hand him over to the Gentiles (see Acts 21:10-11). But Paul did not

hesitate. He returned to Jerusalem and was seized by a group of Jews who wanted to kill him because he
taught things contrary to their law.

The Roman soldiers nearby saw the commotion and’steppediinytaking Paul into Roman custody. Now Paul

was in Gentile hands. Paul remained under Roman protection and was staying in the barracks when the

Lord gave him a message: “Have courage! For as you have testified about me in Jerusalem, so it is

necessary for you to testify in Rome” (Acts 23:11)

What a comforting message for Paul! The sovereign Lord told Paul his future: You're going to Rome. Paul

wasn't exactly sure how he was going to get to Rome, but he could trust that God was working all things

together for that purpose.

The next morning, Paul's nephew uncovered a plot to kill Paul and reported it tothe Roman army
commander. The commander arrangedifor Paul to go to Caesareaywhere he would be safe.

In this Bible story, we see God using human means to bring about His end. Even when others threatened

his life, Paul trusted that God is faithful, He believed that God, who.showed.His love for the world by

sending Jesus to die on the cross and rise again, would help him through/hard times.
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We too can risk everything to share the gospel with courage because we know that God loves us and will

care for us. God calls us to be obedient and faithful as we take part in His greater plan to show His glory to

us and through us for the fame of His name.

BIBLE TIMELINE & REVIEW (3 MIN)
Last time we learned about the special armor that God gives to each believer for protection. Can you

name any of the pieces? (The helmet of salvation, breastplate of righteousness, shield of faith, belt of truth, feet

ready to share the gospel and sword of the Word of God.) What kind of battles does God tell us we will fight as

disciples of Jesus? (Spiritual battles.) Why don’t we have to be afraid of these battles coming? (God gives us

the strength to fight each battle.)

During the next few lessons, we're going to learnmore about God's plan for a believer named Paul. Paul

lived at the same time as Jesus, and he had been a Pharisee, one of the religious leaders of the day. At first,

he hated Christians and wanted to throw them all in prison! But one day, after Jesus had been raised from

the dead and went into Heaven, Jesus met Paul on the road. Paul became a Christian, and from then on

Paul wanted to share the good news about Jesus with as many people as he could. He went on three

missionaryjourneysisharingithe gospellinmanyiplaces withYewsrand GentilesyButinotever yonelliked

Paul’s message. Today's lesson is called, “The Plan to Stop Paul.”

SESSION. STARTERS(5-10 MIN)

Switch Game (Younger and Older Students)

+ Set up four cones or laminated paper squares to form a large square. Position an additional cone

in the middle. One player should stand next to each cone. The player at the middle cone will call

out, “Switch!” All players must find a new cone to stand next to. If two players meet at a cone, they

should play Rock, Paper, Scissors to determine which one may stay at the cone. The player not

standing at a cone is out. Have a new player from the sidelines come in and join the group each

time a player is out. If your group is large, set up multiple squares if there is room or divide into

groups and play one group at a time while the other groups do a sit-down activity.

+ Each round, you planned to move to another cone. Sometimes another player stopped you by

moving to the same cone. Today's Bible story is about a plan some people made to stop Paul from

telling people about Jesus. Let's find out what happened.

Dots and Boxes (Older and Younger Students)

+ Instruct the class to form pairs. Give each pair a piece of paper and two markers of different

colors. Demonstrate how todrawaigrid of@=by=8 or4=by=4\dots. Players will take turns joining
two neighboring dots with a horizontal or vertical line. When a player completes the fourth side of

a box, she should write her initials in the boxes and draw another line. The player to complete the
most boxes wins.

+ Was it hard to stop your partner from winning? Today's Bible story is about a plan to stop Paul. Did

God let this evil plan stop Him? Let's find out.

Scribble Pictures (Older and Younger Students)
+ Ask the class to sit in a circle, around a table if possible. Provide each student with a piece of paper

and a pencil. Instruct the class to make a quick squiggle or scribble shape on their paper, then pass
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it to their left. Instruct them to create a picture on the scribbled-on paper and incorporate the

scribbled shape into their drawing somehow.

+ At first, it might have looked like we were ruining perfectly good paper by scribbling on it, but

when you passed the paper each of you found a way to turn someone's mess into a new picture.

Today, we will learn about a man named Paul and hear what God did to make his life beautiful,

even in the midst of messy situations.ey ey eee
KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITY/BIG PICTURE Q&A (5 MIN)

Philippians 1:27a

Just one thing: As citizens of Heaven, live your lifewvorthy of the gospel of Christ.

Key Passage Echo (Older and Younger Students)

+ Write the key passage on a chalkboard or dry €rase board. Divide the passage into four sections.

Form two groups of students: group A and group B. As you say each section, group A will echo you

loudly, then group B will echo quietly. If time allows, have the groups switch parts and repeat. Paul
wanted to honor, Ghrist abovereverythingelseyMakingvesus known was evenimore important to

Paul than his own life! He knew that there's nothing better than knowing Jesus and having a

relationship with Him, and Paul wanted to share this news with others.

Big Picture Q&A

Q: When should we tell others about Jesus?

A: We should always tell others about Jesus even when it is difficult.

BIBLE STORY (10 MIN)

The Plan to Stop Paul | Acts 21:26-23:35

The apostle Paul told people the good news about Jesus wherever he went. When he returned to

Jerusalem, the believers were glad to see him. But many Jews did not like that Paul taught people

they don’t have to follow Jewish rules to be saved. So these Jews madea plan to stop Paul.

Paul was at the temple when a group of Jews from Asia saw him. They accused him of teaching what

was against Jewish law and bringing a Gentile, or non-Jew, into the temple courtyard. A crowd

dragged Paul away and tried to kill him. But a Roman official came and stopped them. The official

allowed Paul to speak tothecrowdsThe crowd listenedas Paukshared,abouthis lifebefore and after he

met Jesus, but as he continued, they became so angry that the Roman official arrested Paul. Paul was

taken to the Sanhedrin, apowerful group of Jewish priests and other leaders. Their job was to decide if a

person had broken a Jewish law, and if so, to decide how that person should be punished.

Paul stood in front of the Sanhedrin and looked the men in the eyes. “Friends,” he said. “| have done

what God wants me to do. I do not believe | have done anything wrong.” Paul explained that he had

been arrested because he taught that Jesus was resurrected from the dead. The men in the

Sanhedrin began arguing. Some of them thought Paul was right about the resurrection, and some

thought he was wrong. The Roman soldiers took Paul away to keep him safe.
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The next night, the Lord stood by Paul and gave him an incredible message: “Have courage!” He said.

“You told about Me in Jerusalem. | want you to tell about Me in Rome, too.”

In the morning, a group of Jews got together and madea plan to kill Paul. They promised to not eat or
drink until Paul was dead. These men told the Jewish leaders about their plan. Paul’s nephew

overheard this evil plan. He hurried to tell Paul whatwas going on. Paul told his nephew to report it
to the commander.

The army commander said, “Don't tell anyonerthat you toldime about this plan.’ Then, the commander

told two of his officers to get together a large group of soldiers and horses. They brought a horse for

Paul to ride on, and that night, the soldiers took Paul to Caesarea to see the governor.

JESUS CONNECTION

Even when others threatened his life; Paul continued to obey Jesus. He believed

that God, who showed His love for the world by sending His Son to die on the

cross and rise again, would help him through hard times. We too can risk

everything to share the gospel with courage because we know that God loves us
and will care forus.

————

LIFEWISE QUALITY (3-4 MIN)
COURAGE- Boldly doing the right thing, even when it’s hard.

Living LifeWise

God loves and cares for us, so we can serve Him with courage.

Character Connection

We all have to do hard things, but we don'tall thinkthesamethings are hard. You may not like talking in

front of people, but | may struggle to take testsy Some people hate to be in charge of anything, and others

want to be the quarterback of the team. What takes courage forme to do may be really easy for you, and
vice versa.

It also takes courage to serve God. He can ask us to do some things that are very hard for us, like forgiving

someone who was unkind to us or talking to someone about Jesus. But whenever God asks us to do
something for Him, He also protects us, helps us, stays with us and gives us peace, Because we know He

loves and takes care of Us, we can have.courage to serve God even when He asks us to do something hard.

Which option in each example demonstrates courage?

+ Afriend's family is struggling, and she’s been sad at recess. Do you wait until tomorrow to ask her

about it, or do you take a deep breath and ask how she is?

+ Aclassmate invites you to an all-day birthday party, but it’s on Sunday when your family goes to

church. Do you ask your mom to let you skip church or do youmiss the party this time?

+ The teacher asks if you understand the math lesson. Do you say yes, even though you don't, or do

you admit you need more help?
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BIBLE STORY REVIEW (5 MIN)
+ Who tried to have Paul killed?

Jewish leaders from Asia, Acts 24:27-30

+ Whom was Paul brought to for questioning?

The religious leaders, Acts 23;1

+ What was the message God gave Paul?

“Have courage! For as you have testified about me in Jerusalem, so it is necessary for you to

testify in Rome,” Acts 23:11

+ Who madea plan to kill Paul?:

A groupofJews, Acts 28:12
+ What did the Jews promise not to do until they killed Paul?

Eat or drink, Acts 23:14

+ Who overheard this evil plan?

Paul's nephew, Acts 23:16

+ What did the commander tell the young man after hearing the news?

“Don't tellianyone you told me about this plan, Aets'23:22

+ What plan did the army commander put in place?

Hegathered soldiers and horses to take Paul to see the governor by night, Acts 23:23-24

REINFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES (5-10 MIN)

Pray for Missionaries (Older Students)

+ Before the session, collect some pictures or names of missionaries who are serving in different

parts of the world. Form groups so that several students are sitting around an information sheet

about each missionary. A missionary is a Christian called by God who obeys and goes to tell

another group of people the good news about Jesus. Missionaries may face persecution and be

hurt or even killed for sharing the gospel. Talk about what difficult things these missionaries may

face as they share Jesus with others. Then, guide the students to pray for these missionaries,

asking God to protect them and give them courage to honor Christ in all they do. Consider

providing a copy of the missionary's prayer cards to each student. Encourage the class to read the

cards and pray for people in different countries. Pray for missionaries and other believers who are

sharing the gospehintheseyplacesy

+ When Paul was annested, Godiprotected him so he couldipreach about Jesus. Even today,

missionaries risk theif lives to tell others about Jesus. Let's pray for them as they trust and obey
Jesus.

Guess Who (Older and Younger Students)

+ Review the different people in the Biblestory by reading descriptive clues and allowing the class

to guess whom the clue is about:

+ Clue #1: | taught people about Jesus wherevershwent. | spoke in front of the religious

leaders who wanted to kill me. (Paul)

LW LESSON 111 COURAGE| Acts 21:26-23:35 5
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~ Clue #2: | overheard the Jews plotting to kill Paul, so | told the commander of the army to

protect him. (Paul's nephew)

~ Clue #3: | told Paul to have courage because | wanted him to teach about Jesus to people

in Rome. (God)

~ Clue #4: | wanted to kill Paul..e stood before me telling us about Jesus, but | don’t

believe that Jesus is really God’s own Son. (Jews/religious leader)

True or False (Older and Younger Students)

+ Tape along piece of masking tape down the middle of the room. Instruct the class to stand on the

line. Explain that you will read statements about the story. If the statement is true, the students

will run to one side of the room, and if false, they will run to the other side.

~ The story of Paul was from the book of Luke. (False; the book of Acts)

~ Paul wanted to share the gospel with as many people as possible. (True)

~ Paul stood before the Sanhedrin to givera testimony. (True, Acts 23:1)

~ The religious leaders agreed with what Paul said. (False; they started a riot, Acts 23:10)

~ Agroup of 40 Jews vowed not to go swimming until they had killed Paul. (False; not to eat

or drink, Acts23:12>43)

<> Paul’s niece heard about a plot to kill Paul and told the commander. (False; Paul's nephew,

Acts 23:16)

<The armyscommander sent a large group of soldiers to escort Paul to Caesarea_to see the

governor. (True, Acts 23:23-24)

~ God protected Paul so he could tell people how to follow God's laws. (False; so he could

preach about Jesus)

~ Wecan share the good news of Jesus, even when it’s difficult. (True)

Act It Out (Older and Younger Students)

+ Before class, gather any props needed to act out the story. Read the story using the bold words

from the Bible story script. Assign the students parts; have them listen as you read the story and

act out their part. If time allows, change roles and act out the story again.

The Gospel: God’s Plan for Us (Older and Younger Students)
+ Copy each symbol from the gospel poster onto a separate sheet of paper: crown, X, cross, gift,

hands. Teach the students the motion for each symbol. Afteryou have reviewed the five parts of

the gospel plan, read the italicized descriptions one at a time and have the students do the motion

as quicklyas possible. Do all five parts several times randomly.

~ Crown: God rules. God is in charge of everything. [Place imaginary crown on head]

<> X: We sinned. Everyoneisins, or disobeys God. Our sin separates us from God. [Make an X

shape with arms]

~ Cross: God provided His Son. Explain that God is holy and must punish sin. God sent His

Son, Jesus, to take the punishment we deserve. [Make a cross shape with arms]

~ Gift: Jesus gave His life for ours. Say that Jesus took our punishment for sin by giving His

life, and He gives us His righteousness. [Hold hands out, palms up]

~ Hands: We respond. We can choose to turn away fromsin and believe in Jesus. [Kneel]
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+ The gospel tells us the good news about Jesus. God created everything, and He is in charge of

everything. Everyone sins, or disobeys God. Our sin separates us from God. God is holy and must

punish sin. God sent His Son, Jesus, to take the punishment we deserve. Jesus died on the cross to

save people from sin, and He is alive. We can respondto the gospel by trusting in Jesus as Lord
and Savior. Paul risked a lot by talking. about Jesus.Sharing the gospel can be a little scary. We

can't predict who will accept it and who wilhreject it. Practicing what you will say and preparing to

answer questions is a great way to be prepared to talk about Jesus. When should we tell others

about Jesus? (We should always tell others about Jesus, even when it is difficult.)

Guest Speaker Testimony (Older and Younger Students)

+ Invite a mature believer from the community to come share their testimony with the students.

Have them share five to ten minutes depending onthe age of the students and allow a few

minutes for Q&A.

+ AChristian is anyone who repents of their simand believes that Jesus died on the cross to take our

punishment for sin and rose from the dead on the third day. When a person makes a decision to

trust Jesus to save them from sin, the Holy Spirit comes to live inside them and help them to live

God's. way, ipstead,oflivingimsinsA person's testimonystells how they thoughtand)|ivedbefore

they trusted in Jesus, when and how they decided to trust Jesus and how the Holy Spirit has

changed them since that time.

Activity Pages & Recap Cards (5-10 min) (For in-class or take-home use)
+ Uncovered! (Older Students)

+ Microscope Pictures (Younger Students)

~ Answers, clockwise: elephant skin, soap bubbles, fly eye, pencil tip, baseball stitches

Prayer & Requests (3-5 min)

God, thank You for Your great faithfulness to us, even when we do not deserve it. Thank You for promising

to always be with us and for giving us strength and courage to do difficult things. Help us share the gospel

with our friends and family this week. Amens
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[+++] LESSON 112: PATIENCE
\AEERISE PAUL BEFORE THE RULERS
OP, Acts 24:22-27, 25:1-14, 26:24-32Yay Vdi ee

PAUL BEFORE THE RULERS

+ Acts 24:22-27, 25:1-14, 26:24-32

+ Big Picture Q&A: When should we tell others about Jesus? We should always tell

others about Jesus, even when it is difficult.

+ Key Passage: Philippians 1:27a - Just one thing: As citizens of Heaven, live your life

worthy of the gospel of Christ.

JESUS CONNECTION

God had chosen Paul to take the gospel to Gentiles, kings and the Jews (Acts 9:15-16).9) Paul met with people again and again to tell the good news about Jesus. He wanted

everyone to believe that Jesus is Lord. Because Jesus has the power to save people from

sin, Paul was willing to do whatever it took to share the gospel.

+ LIFEWISE QUALITY
<S™ PATIENCE - Being willing to wait.
es

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

Paul was in custody in Caesarea, the capital of the Roman province of Judea. The Jewish leaders had

brought serious charges against him, so Paul now stood before Felix, the governor. Felix listened to Paul's

defense but delayed a ruling. He met with Paul off and on for two years. When his time as governor ended,

Felix left Paul in prison because he did not want to upset the Jews.

Festus succeeded Felix as governor. Thewews presented theimaccusations against Paul and asked Festus

to bring him to Jerusalem. They hoped to ambush Paul as he traveled and kill him. But Festus invited Paul's

accusers to make their case in Caesarea. When Festus heard Paul's case, he asked if Paul wanted to be

tried in Jerusalem. Paul, knowing his rights as a Roman(citizen, appealed to be heard by Caesar.

Several days later, King Agrippa visited Festus and heard about Paul. He asked to listen to Paul’s defense

himself. Festus wasn't sure how he would justify his sending Paul to Caesar without substantiated charges,

and he hoped this hearing would provide stronger evidence against Paul. Agrippa told Paul he was out of

his mind but determined Paul could have been set free if he hadmnot appealed to Caesar.

With these events, Paul was positionedito go to Rome, just as Godjhad said he would (see Acts 19:21,
23:11). God had chosen Paul to take the gospel to Gentiles, kings and the Israelites (see Acts 9:15-16).

Paul was confident that Jesus has the power to save people from sin, and he was willing to do whatever it

took to share the gospel. As you teachithe class, prompt them to considemhow Paul might have felt as he

spoke before rulers and remained in custody for two years. Lead them to consider how God was at work

to keep His promises.
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BIBLE TIMELINE & REVIEW (3 MIN)
During our last class, we learned that the Jewish leaders tried to find a way to kill Paul by spreading lies

about him. Does anyone remember why? (They didn’t want Paul to talk about Jesus.) Paul was arrested by

Roman soldiers to keep him safe from the Jews. What message did God give Paul while he was in prison?

(To have courage because Paul would keep sharingiabout Jesus:)WVhat plan did some Jewish men come up

with? (To kill Paul.) Who found out about the plan and told Paul? (Paul’s nephew.) When the Roman

commander learned about the plot on Pauls life, he took Paul to Caesarea to keep him safe. In today’s

lesson, we'll learn about who Paul shared the.gospel with while he was a prisoner there. It’s called “Paul
Before the Rulers.”

SESSION STARTERS (5-10 MIN)

Defend Your Point (Older Students)

+ Form two groups. Assign the first group a point to defend (e.g., football is the greatest sport or hot

dogs are better than hamburgers) and give them few minutes to create and share their

argument. Challenge the second group to try to break down the first group's argument. For each

claim from the second group, the first group should defend its point.

+ The more you know about something, the easier it is to defend it. If you don't know a lot about

football, it’s hard toargue that it’s the greatest sport. ln.the Bible story we will hear today,.Paul

defended the gospel before important rulers. Paul knew Jesus; Jesus had changed his life. Think
about how well you/know Jesus and the Bible. Could you defend the truth before people Who are

against it? Think about that as you hear about Paul’s experience.

Lock Down (Older and Younger Students)

+ Form teams of three or four students or do the activity individually. Provide each group with

paper and pencils. Invite the class to design and drawa prisonorjail house that would be
impossible to escape from. Ask them questions about the different design features they have

included. Allow groups to share their designs.

+ Agood jail should be impossible to escape from, but what would you do if you were arrested and

taken to a jail like this without having broken a law? What if you were arrested for teaching about

Jesus? In our story today, we willlearn about what happened to Paul while he was being held by
the Romans.

Pillow Fort Prison (Younger Students)

+ Usea variety of pillows, sheets or blankets to createa pillow fort prison. Let students take turns
sitting in the fort¥Askwhatelseyour “prison” mightneeds

+ Imagine being arrested and put in prison because you believe the truth about Jesus. In our story

today, Paul was in prison because he taught people about Jesus. That sounds like bad news, but

God used Paul’s situation for good. Paul had opportunities to share the gospel with people who.
didn’t know Jesus.

On

KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITWY/BIG PICTURE Q&A(5 MIN)

Philippians 1:27a

Just one thing: As citizens of Heaven, live your life worthy of the gospel of Christ.
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Key Passage Chain (Older and Younger Students)

+ Before the session, write the words of the key passage on separate strips of paper. Display the key

passage poster and read it aloud together. Distribute the prepared word strips and challenge the

class to put the words in order by connectingthe strips to make a chain. After the students
complete the chain, say the key passage. togethers

Big Picture Q&A

Q: When should we tell others about Jesus?

A: We should always tell others about Jesus, even when it is difficult.

BIBLE STORY (10 MIN)

Paul Before the Rulers | Acts 24:22-27, 25:1-14, 26:24-32

Paul had narrowly escaped death in Jerusalem. The Jews planned to kill Paul, but the Roman soldiers

took him away to Caesarea, where he would be safe. However, Paul was still a prisoner. The Roman

leaders wanted to figure out why the Jews hated Paul so much. So, Paul met with rulers to try to

explain what was going on.

First, Paul met with Felix the governor. Felix Knew what Pau! believed about Jesus, and he agreed to

listen to him.Felix ordered.the Roman guard to watch Paul but.tovalso give,him some freedom byJetting
Paul's friends come and serve him.

A few days later, Felix and his wife came for a meeting with Paul. Paul talked about faith in Jesus. He

talked about righteousness and self-control, and he explained that one day God is going to judge the

world. Felix was afraid of what Paul said. He sent Paul away, but he met with him many times for the

next two years. When a new governor came into power, Felix did not release Paul from prison.

The new governor was named Festus. He traveled to Jerusalem to meet with the Jewish leaders. The

Jewish leaders asked Festus to bring Paul to Jerusalem. They were still planning to attack Paul and kill him.

But Festus wanted Paul to stay in Caesareashle invited.someofithe Jewish leaders to go with him to see
Paul.

Paul stood before Festus. “I have not done anything wrong,’ Paul explained again. “If | have done

something that deserves death, then | will die. But these men can prove nothing. | want to see Caesar!”

Caesar was the emperor of Rome, and as a Roman citizen, Paul had the right to take his case to him. Festus
agreed.

While Paul was waiting to go to Rome, King Agrippa and Queen Bernice, rulers of Israel, visited

Festus and Paul. Paul told the king how he becamea believer. He explained that Jesus died to bring
salvation to Jews and Gentiles.

“Paul, you are out of your mind!” Festus said.

“No, Paul said. “| am speaking thertruth. wish you—and everyonewho isilistening—might believe in Jesus.’

King Agrippa, Festus and the others with them got up. They agreed that Paul had done nothing

wrong. The king was ready to free Paul, but Paul had already.asked to go to Rome.
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JESUS CONNECTION

God had chosen Paul to take the gospel to Gentiles, kings and the Jews (Acts

9:15-16). Paul met with people again and again to tell the good news about Jesus.

He wanted everyone to believe that Jesus is Lord. Because Jesus has the power to

save people from sin, Paul was willing to do whatever it took to share the gospel.

LIFEWISE QUALITY (3-4 MIN)

PATIENCE - Being willing to wait.

Living LifeWise

God is in control, so we can wait patiently for Him to accomplish His plan in His time.

Character Connection

It isn’t always easy to do something over and over, like practice the piano, replay a video game level we

keep losing or show up for rehearsal. We may not feel like we're making progress. Or we expected a

reward that we didn't get. But patiently doing the right thing over and over, even when nothing seems to

change, is one way that we camlive God's way.

That's where Paul was. He Wanted to. go to Rome and Spain, but he was putin jail and just talked to people

about Jesus. For years. But Paul was willing to do whatever it took to share the gospel of Jesus. He did the

right thing repeatedly even though nothing seemed to change. Paul knew that God was in control of all his

circumstances. He expected God to accomplish His plans in His time. And he kept on patiently doing the

thing God had asked him to do.

Like Paul, the Holy Spirit will help us live God’s way with patience. At times, we will have to trust God and
wait for Him. It isn’t easy, but the Bible promises that God “works out everything for the good of those

who love him” (Rom. 8:28).

Can you think of some good things that might come from,epeatedly doing the right thing in these
situations?

+ You practice for months on the piece for yourrecital or for abig game.

+ You invite a friend to church whenever you get the chance.

+ The principal always asks you to be a friend to students who are new to the school.

BIBLE STORY REVIEW (5 MIN)
+ Whom did Felix allow to visit Paul?

Paul's friends, Acts 24:23

+ How often did Felix talk with Paul about the gospel?

Many times, Acts24:24, 26

+ How did Felix and his wife feel when they heard Paul share about Jesus and judgment?

Afraid, Acts 24:25
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+ Why didn't Felix release Paul from prison?

To make the Jews happy, Acts 24:27

+ What was the name of the governor who ruled after Felix?

Festus, Acts 24:27

+ Why did the Jews want Festus to bring Paul to Jerusalem?

So they could kill him, Acts 25:2-3

+ Whom did Paul ask to be sent to in order to statehis case?

Caesar, Acts 25:11

REINFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES (5540 MIN)

Timeline Relay (Older Students)

+ Before class, print out, cut apart and mix up the “Paul’s Timeline’ printable, one for each team.

Divide students into teams; direct them to stand ina line on one side of the room. On your signal,
the first player of each team will take a statement, run to the opposite wall and tape it up, then

return and tag the next player. The second players will need to tape their statements in the

appropriateyplace (before omafter therfinst statement)=Subsequent playerscamnearrangethe

statements as they place theirs in the appropriate order. After a team has all statements on the

wall, quickly review them. If somethingjis incorrect, a player,can run down and rearrange the
statements. Continue until one team has all, the statements in thecorrect order:

~ Paul shared the gospel.
<> Paulwas arrested in Jerusalem.

~ The Lord appeared to Paul.
<> Paulwas taken to Caesarea.

<> Paul met with Governor Felix.

~ Paul shared the gospel.
<> Paul met with Governor Festus.

~ Paul shared the gospel.

~ Paul met with King Agrippaland QueemBernice!

~ Paul shared the gospel.
~ Paul waited to be taken to Rome,

True or False (Older and Younger Students)

+ Remind the class that the book of Acts is in the New Testament and tells of the Holy Spirit's work

in the lives of the apostles. Provide. each student,with.asheetof paper labeled FALSE on one side

and TRUE on the other, Designate one side of the room as the jail. Invite the class to stand ina line
in the middle of theiroom, Réad'the review statements for today’s Bible story. Students will hold

up their paper to show whether they think the statement is true or false. For every correct

answer, they'll take one step away from jail. If they are incorrect, they must take one step toward

it. For a false statement, ask a volunteer to explain what would make the statement true.

~ Paul was a prisoner. (Title, Act5.24:23)

~ The first governor Paul met with was named Felix. (True, Acts 24:22)

~ Felix wouldn't allow anyone to visit Paul. (False; he allowed Paul's friends to visit, Acts 24:23)

~ Felix would not listenito Paul. (False; Felix listened many times, Acts 24:24, 26)
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~< When Felix and his wife heard what Paul had to share about Jesus and judgment, they

laughed at Paul. (False; Felix was afraid, Acts 24:25)

<> Felix released Paul from prison. (False; he left Paul there to make the Jews happy, Acts 24:27)

~ The next governor after Felix was named Felix II. (False; Festus, Acts 24:27)

~ Paul hoped that everyone listening might believe in Jesus. (True, Acts 26:29)

~ The Jews wanted Festus to bring Paulito Jerusalem so they could kill him. (True, Acts

25:2-3)

~ Paul asked that King Herod would hear his case. (False; he appealed to Caesar, Acts 25:11)

~ Paul was too afraid to talk about Jesus in front of the kings and rulers. (False; he preached

about Jesus to governors and kings.)

~ We should always tell others about Jesus, even when it is difficult. (True)

The Gospel Game (Older and Younger Students)
+ Guide the class to form a circle. Players should hold out their left hand toward the person next to

them, hand open and palm upand place their right pointer finger on the middle of their neighbor’s

open palm. Explain that all players must keep their left hand flat while you read a sentence. When

players hear the special word, they will try to grab the finger in their left hand while at the same

time)pulling'theinfinger away from theperson to theirright. The first specialwordiis salvation.

Announce a new special word for each round:

<> Salvation: The gospel is the good news about Jesus. He came to save us from our sin, or

give us his salvation.

~ Everything: God rules. In the world, God is in charge. He created it all, so He is in charge

of everything.

~ Punishment: Everyone sins, or disobeys God, sometimes. Our sin separates us from God.

God is holy and must punish sin. But God provided by sending His Son, Jesus, to take the

punishment we deserve.

~ Gift: Jesus took our punishment for sin by giving His life, and He gives us His

righteousness. God sees us as if we lived the perfect life Jesus lived. This is the best gift
ever!

~ Turn: We respond. Everyone has a choice to make. Will you trust Jesus as your Savior and

Lord? You can turn away.from self and sin and turn to Him.

+ That was a fun game. If you have any questions about the gospel or what it means to follow Jesus,

your LifeWise teacher or volunteer would be happy to talk about it with you. Sharing the gospel is

not always easy, but it is simple. If you know these steps, you are ready to share the good news of

Jesus with anyone!Paul preachedabout Jesusito governorsand kings, as well as anyone else he

met. The gospel is for everyone because we are all sinners in need of a Savior to rescue us. |

encourage you toishare the good news this week with someone who heeds to hear it!

JESUS Banner (Older and Younger Students)

+ Write the name JESUS in large block letters on a large piece of paper. Invite the students to write

words or draw pictures describing Jesus or the things He did in the Bible or in their lives. Consider
displaying the finished banner onia focahwall in the classroom onentrance to the classroom. If

space is limited, give each student a small piece of paper and have them do it individually or use

your whiteboard and takea picture of the finished product.
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+ Read John 21:25.We could fill up a million banners with all the amazing things Jesus has done for.
us. He is so full of grace and mercy, and we can thank Him for all that He has done. He has saved us

from our sin and invited us into His eternal kingdom! When we know how wonderful Jesus is and

the wonderful things He has done for us, we begin to understand that sharing the gospel is worth

whatever difficulties may come. We have hope in Jesus.

Hot Potato (Younger Students)

+ Direct the class to sit ina circle. Pass outwo balls of different colors. Instruct them to pass the

two balls in opposite directions. Play a song as the class passes the balls. Stop the music at random

intervals and choose a color. Whoever is holding that ball must answer a Bible review question. If

he doesn’t know the answer, he must ask the person with the other ball and share the answer.

Restart the music and continue playing the game.

Activity Pages & Recap Cards (5-10\min) (For in-class or take-home use)
+ AMessage For Everyone (Older Students)

+ Hidden Words (Younger Students)

Prayer & Requests (3-5 min)

God, thank You for giving usYour Word and revealing Yourselfito us through the pages of Scripture. There

is nothing more precious.and valuable than knowing You. We praise You because You are a God who uses

people like us to bring glory to Your great name. We ask that You would give us opportunities to share the

good news of Jesus with someone this week. Amen.
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[+++] LESSON 113: CONFIDENCE
po THE SHIPWRECK
OP, Acts 27:13-44, 28:11-16Yay Vdi ee

THE SHIPWRECK

+ Acts 27:13-44, 28:11-16

+ Big Picture Q&A: When should we tell others about Jesus? We should always tell

others about Jesus, even when it is difficult.

+ Key Passage: Philippians 1:27a - Just one thing: As citizens of Heaven, live your life

worthy of the gospel of Christ.

JESUS CONNECTION9) Paul trusted God to keep His promise to rescue them from the storm. He encouraged the

sailors to trust and obey God too. God calls us to trust in His Son, Jesus, who died to

rescue us from sin and death, and to tell others this good news,

+ | LIFEWISE QUALITY
S=S CONFIDENCE - Trusting in God’s goodness and character_no matter what.

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

Paul was in Roman custody because of unfounded accusations brought against him by the Jews. Paul had

stood before rulers in Caesarea and invoked his right as a Roman citizen to appeal to Caesar. So, Festus

the governor arranged for Paul to go to Rome.

Paul got onto a ship going toward Rome. As if Paul's journey to Rome had not already been delayed and

complicated enough, the ship was caught up ina terrible storm. Paul had warned the crew not to sail from

Crete because they would lose everythingiand diesBuiythey didnitlisten. Paul pointed out the error of

their ways, but he still gave them hope. An angel had appeared to Paul. He said Paul would make it to Rome
and all of the people with him would survive.

Paul urged everyone on the ship to eat so they would have energy. They planned to run the ship ashore on

anisland, but the ship got stuck on a sandbar. The waves battered the ship, and it broke into pieces;

however, all of the people survived and made it safely to shore, just as God said.

Paul suffered for Christ. In his letter to the church at Corinth, Paul listed the difficulties he faced: beatings,

stoning, shipwrecks, various dangers, hardship, sleepless nights, hunger and thirst, nakedness and other

daily pressures (see 2 Cor. 11:24-29)sAgain and again, Paul sawevidence of God's control over his life,

and the gospel was advanced.

As you teach your students, emphasize that Paul trusted God to keep His promise to rescue them from the

storm. He also encouraged the sailors to trust God too. God calls us to trust in His Son, Jesus, who died to

rescue us from sin and death, and to tell others thisgood news. We can encourage others to trust God

because we know He is good and i control.

a______
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BIBLE TIMELINE & REVIEW (3 MIN)
The Bible tells the story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus. In the New Testament, we

find the story of Paul, a believerwho helped spread the gospel—the good news about Jesus. Paul boldly
shared Jesus, but the Jewish people tried to kill him because they didn’t want others to turn from the

Jewish religion to Jesus. Who found out abouttheir plan,andytald the Roman soldiers? (Paul’s nephew.) Paul

spoke to many rulers of the land. What did Paul share with them?(The good news.) Why didn’t they release

Paul from prison? (To please the Jews.) Whom did Paul ask to hear his defense when the rulers would not

release him from prison? (Caesar.) Today, we willlearn aboutanother hard situation Paul went through on

his way to see Caesar in Rome.

SESSION STARTERS (5-10 MIN)

Human Battleship (Older Students)

+ Use chairs, clothespins and a bedsheet to divide the roomin half at chest height. Make sure the

divider will not fall if it is hit or jostled. Formitworteams. Each team will lie down on one side of the

divider. The class will toss beach balls or foam balls back and forth over the divider. Students may

not get up or move around on the floor. If a player catches a ball, the student who threw it is out. If
a ball hits a player who can't catch it, she is “hit,” After two hits, a player is “sunk” and out of the

game.

+ Great job with our game! Today, we're going to hear about Paul's shipwreck. His ship wasn't pelted
by beach balls; it was in a huge storm. How would you feel if you were on a ship in a bad'storm?

Meant to Protect (Older and Younger Students)

+ Challenge students to think of and share things that protect them in various situations. [Examples:

sunscreen in the sun, helmet on bike, etc.] List their ideas on a chalkboard or dry erase board.

+ Those were great examples of things that are meant to protect you from harm, but | have a

question: Will sunscreen protect you froma shark bite? These things are helpful in some
situations, but they can’t protect you from everything. In the Bible story we will hear today, Paul

needed protection during a storm. Nothing he or the sailors on the boat could do would keep

them safe. We'll find out what happenediwhen Paul was shipwrecked.

Float a Boat (Older and Younger Students)

+ Give each student a piece of aluminum foil 6 shape into a boat. Encourage creativity. Set out

examples of boat designs in case they need help. Allow them to test their boats in a shallow tub of

water. Provide pennies to see how much weight their boats can carry before they sink.

+  Intoday’s Bible story, Paul found himself on a ship in some dangerous waters. Everyone on the

ship was afraid they wouldn't survive. Infact, they threw everything they could overboard to

lighten the ship so it wouldn't sink! Do you think Paul and the others survived? We'll find out!

KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITY/BIG PICTURE Q&A (5 MIN)

Philippians 1:27a

Just one thing: As citizens of Heaven, live your life worthy of the gospel of Christ.
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Cup Stack (Older Students)

+ Before class, write the key passage in words or phrases on plastic cups. Alternate writing the

words upside-down and right-side-up on the cups so the class can stack them vertically to forma

tower. Challenge the group to see how quickly they can stack the cups so the words are in order

from bottom to top. When studentsfimish, read the key passage aloud. Then, knock down the

tower and play again. Paul dedicated his life to sharing the gospel. In our Bible story today, God

protected Paul in a shipwreck so he could stand before Caesar. Paul wanted to honor God no
matter what—in life and in death.

Funny Voices (Older and Younger Students)

+ Display the key passage poster and invite the students to say it aloud with you. Then, challenge
them to read it again using sillyvoices (high-pitched, underwater, pirate and so forth). Cover the

key passage poster and ask for volunteers to say the whole key passage from memory.

Big Picture Q&A

Q: When should we tell others about Jesus?

A: We should always tell others about Jesus, even when it is difficult.

BIBLE STORY (10 MIN)

Paul Before the Rulers | Acts 27:13-44, 28:11-16

Paul was a prisoner in Caesarea. He had asked to see Caesar about his case. Caesar was the leader of

the Roman Empire, so Paul got ona ship with other prisoners going to Rome. The journey was

difficult. Strong winds and rain tossed the ship. The crew threw things overboard and tried to keep the

ship from breaking apart, but the storm did not stop for many days. All the people on the ship were

afraid they would die.

One night, God sent an angel to Paul. The angel told Paul to not be afraid. God would save the lives of

everyone on the ship. Paul told everyone on board what God had said. “Take courage,’ he said. Paul

believed everything would happen just like God said. The people onthe ship would not die. They would

have to run the ship onto an island.

When the ship got close to an island, some of the sailors tried to escape in the lifeboat. Paul told them

they would only be saved if they stayed on the ship. The sailors listened to Paul. No one had eaten in a long

time, so Paul told them to eat. He thanked God and broke the bread, and everyone ate. Then they raised
the sails and headed toward.the island.

When they got close, the ship struckasandbar and stopped.The waves crashed into the ship, and it
began to break into pieces. The soldiers were afraid the prisoners would escape, so some of them

wanted to kill the prisoners. Butan army officer ordered everyone to swim for shore. Those who could

not swim clung to the planks and pieces of the ship. They all made it safely to shore. Paul was right;
God saved all of their lives.

The people who lived on the island treated them kindly and built a fire to warm them. As they lit the fire,

a poisonous snake came out from the firewood and bit Paul on the hand, The islanders were amazed when
Paul didn’t become sick or die.
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The chief official invited Paul, the soldiers and prisoners to stay at his house for three days. When

Paul learned that the official’s father was very sick, he went into his room and healed him. Then, the

rest of the sick on the Island came to Paul and were healed. Paul shared the good news about Jesus

with the people of Malta.

Three months later, Paul got onto another ship and sailed to Rome. Paul was still a prisoner, but

instead of going tojail, Paul was allowed to live by himself in a house. A soldier stayed with him to

guard him. People came to Paul’s house and listened to him speak about the kingdom of God and

about Jesus. Some of the people believed and followed Jesus.

JESUS CONNECTION

Paul trusted God to keep His promise to rescue them from the storm. He

encouraged the sailors to trust and.obey God too. God calls us to trust in His Son,

Jesus, who died to rescue us from sin and death, and to tell others this good news.

a

LIFEWISE QUALITY (3-4 MIN)

CONFIDENCE - Trusting in God’s goodness and character no matter what.

Living LifeWise

God is completely trustworthy, so we can be confident in every situation.

Character Connection

Have you ever seen a person walk on a highwire? Would you be willing to try it? What if the person on the

highwire offered to carry you across? Would you go?

Confidence is a trust that the person who is offering to help you can actually do what he says he can do.

We are much more likely to let someone carry us on a highwire if we've watched them do it before, right?

The better we know someone, the more sure weare that,they can be trusted, the more confidence in them
we will have.

Paul wasn't afraid of the shipwreck because God told:him what would happen. And after years of knowing

God, Paul understood that God is completely trustworthy. He is the powerful Creator who loved them and
had a plan for Paul. So when God said, “Don't be afraid; everyone on the boat will make it to shore,’ Paul

was confident that that's.exactly whatwould happen, How did.PRaul show his,confidence in God? (Told them

what God had said, had them eat/drink in the storm, gave thanks, etc.)

God is completely trustworthy. His Word is fullof promises that He will keep fully. He sent Jesus to die for

our sins and His Spirit to help us live life His way. There is nothing that He cannot handle, good or bad, fun

or hard, and He knows us, loves us and wants to take care of us. Knowingwe can trust God completely
means we can live with confidence every day. We can pray instead of worrying. We can turn to Him for

help. And we can confidently do anything God asks us to do because@He will never let us down.

Let’s think about how confidence might look in these situations:
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+ Your uncle promised to take you to a movie, but he’s running late. What might it look like to have

confidence in your uncle? What would a lack of confidence look like?

+ Itwas avery bad day, but now it’s time to say your bedtime prayers. What can you say to God that

shows you have confidence in Him?

+ Your friend told you he'd save you.a.seat on the bus,but you overhear a classmate say that he is
planning to sit with the same friend. What might help you be confident that your friend will do
what he said?

BIBLE STORY REVIEW (5 MIN)
+ Who told Paul that God would save the lives of everyone on the ship?

An angel, Acts 27:23-24

+ What did a few sailors try to do tosave themselves?

Escape ina lifeboat, Acts 27:30
+ What warning did Paul give the soldiers?

They would only survive if everyone stayed on the ship, Acts 27:31

+ Howdideveryone reach the shore?

They swam or floated on pieces of the ship, Acts 27:43-44

+ Why were the islanders so surprised when Paul was bitby a poisonous snake?

He didn't get sick or die, Acts 28:6
+ Whom did Paul and the others stay with for three days?

Publius, the chief official of Malta, Acts 28:7

+ Whom did Paul heal when he went to Publius’ house?

Publius’ father, Acts 28:8

+ How did Paul heal Publius’ father?
Through God's power

+ What did Paul do while they waited foranother ship?

Heal the sick and share thegospel, Acts 28:8-9

REINFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES (5-10°MIN)

Sequence Strips (Older Students)

+ Explain that the book of Acts tells the story of the early church and of the gospel spreading all

over the world. Ask students to answer the following questions:

~ Which book of the Bible did 'the/story today come from? (Acts)

~ Is the book of Acts parbof the Old or New Testament? (New)

+ Before class, create sentence strips with the story sequence sentences below and mix them up.

Invite the class to review the story by putting the events in order. If you have a larger class, use
multiple sets of strips. Make sure non-readers are paired with adult helpers or older readers.

1. Paul was a prisoner and boarded a boat headed for Rome.

2. Astorm swept in with strong wind and waves, making sailing difficult.
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3. God sent an angel to Paul telling him to not be afraid because God would protect

everyone on the ship.

4. Paul told his fellow passengers to take courage; God would save them!

5. Some sailors tried to get away on a lifeboat, but Paul told them they would only be saved if
they stayed with the shipy

6. Paul broke bread and encouraged everyone to eat.

7. The ship ran aground on a sandbar and everyone swam to shore.

8. Paul and everyone on the shipmade it safelyto Malta.

9. The people of Malta welcomed and helped them.

10. Paul healed the sick and shared the gospel with the people of Malta.

Sculpt a Scene (Older Students)

+ Divide into four groups. Assign each group a scene to sculpt from the list below. Choose a
volunteer to be the sculptor and pose their group mates by moving their head, arms, and legs to

create their scene. When the sculptors finish, guide students to describe what happened in the
scene.

a> Scene 1;Acts 27:13-20 = Surviving the storm

+ Scene 2: Acts 27:21-24,33-37 — Paul encourages the sailors with God's promises

+ | Scene 3: Acts 27:39-44 — Getting to shore
“> Scene 4: Acts 28:7-10 — Paul healsithe sick omMalta

+ While many things happened on Paul’s journey to Rome, God was not surprised by any of them.
God protected Paul in the shipwreck so he could share the gospel and stand before Caesar. Paul

trusted God to keep His promise to rescue everyone from the storm. He encouraged the sailors to

trust God, too. God calls us to trust in His Son, Jesus, who died to rescue us from sin and death,

and to tell others this good news. Like a person would throwa life jacket to someone who is
drowning, we can tell others about Jesus because He is our only hope for life and salvation. Jesus
saves!

A Boat in the Storm (Older and Younger Students)
+ Invite the class to sit in two or three.rows. You may use rows of chairs to designate where they

should sit. Stand in front of the students and call out stormiconditions and encourage them to

move with you as you pretend to be on a boat. Suggested conditions and reactions:

~ Port side wave: lean to their right as though a large wave hit the left (port) side.

+ Starboardwave: leamtortheir left asthoughalange wave hitsthe right (starboard) side.

~ Hoist the sail: stand up.

~ Giant wave: lean back as if traveling up a wave before then leaning forward as though

rushing downia wave.

~ Whirlpool: stand up and spin ina circle and sit back down.

+ That was a pretty fun game, but being in a storm ina real boat on the ocean would not be fun at all.

| would be so scared! Paul and the sailors were probably afraid too, but God protected Paul in the

shipwreck so he could stand before Caesar. We all face difficult and scary times in our lives. Even

in the midst of them, we can trust that God is good and that He is working things together for His
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glory and our good. Our hope is not on things in this life, but in Jesus. When Jesus returns and
fixes everything broken in the world, we will live forever with Him.

Shipwreck Craft (Younger Students)

+ Help the class cut paper plates in half, and give each student half a paper plate. Help students

write the main point on the back: God protected Paul in the shipwreck so he could stand before Caesar.

Then, encourage them to color their plate to look like a boat. Help them break craft sticks to glue

around the edges to represent the boat falling apart.

+ God protected Paul in the shipwreck so he could stand before Caesar. The soldiers and sailors on

the boat were afraid they would die in the storm. They couldn't see what God was doing. But God

used Paul to guide them and/éncourage themtortrust|GodyPau! pointed them to Jesus even in the

midst of a scary storm. In our lives, we can trust Jesus no matter what difficulties we face, and we

should encourage others to trust Jesus too.

Pantomime (Younger Students)
+ Invite students to imitate the different actions as you read through the pantomime.

> Paul was'a prisoner. (Hands cuffed in front of back)

~ | Astorm took.contral of the boats(Rock back and.forth)
~/ God sent an angel to encourage Paul. (Stand with arms sweeping up and down)

“> Paul told the soldiers not to leave the ship. (Put arms in an X in front of body)

~ Paul asked everyone to eat. (Pretend to eat)

~ The ship ran aground on a sandbar and everyone swam to shore. (Swim with arms)

~ The islanders made thema fire. (Warm hands by fire)
~ Asnake bit Paul, but he didn’t get sick. (Hold hand and shake the snake off)

~ Paul healed many sick peopleon Malta. (Put hands togetheras if praying)
<> Paul got on another ship and went to Rome. (Pretend to paddle a boat)

+ After going through the story, read the pantomime and increase the speed. See how fast you can

get through the actions that summarize the story.

Activity Pages & Recap Cards (5-10.min) (For in-class.or take-home use)

+ Survival at Sea (Older Students)

+ Shipwreck Word Search (Younger Students)

Prayer & Requests (3-5, min),

God, we thank You for Your protection over us. We praise You for Your goodness and faithfulness to us.

We thank You for holding’our lives together when things feel out of control or scary. Comfort us and give

us courage when we need it: Help us.this, week to step out in faith.and share the gospel with others who

need to hear about Your great power and mercy. Amen.
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[+++] LESSON 114: DISCERNMENT
\AEERISE PAUL'S JOY IN PRISON
OP, Philippians 1:12-30Yay Vdi ee

PAUL'S JOY IN PRISON

+ Philippians 1:12-30

+ Big Picture Q&A: When should we tell others about Jesus? We should always tell

others about Jesus, even when it is difficult.

+ Key Passage: Philippians 1:27a - Just one thing: As citizens of Heaven, live your life

worthy of the gospel of Christ.

JESUS CONNECTION

9) God used Paul’s difficult circumstances to spread the gospel and build the church. Paulknew that because Jesus suffered to bring salvation to the world, believers doing God’s
work would suffer too.

+ | LIFEWISE QUALITY
S=S DISCERNMENT- Being able to recognize what is true and false or right and wrong.

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

Paul wrote his letter to the Philippian believers when he was a prisoner at a house in Rome. Paul had

planted the church in Philippi about 10 years earlier. The letter begins with thanksgiving and joy, a

remarkable response in light of Paul’s lengthy imprisonment. He was waiting to present his case to Caesar,

the emperor of Rome.

People began to hear about Paul and why he was a prisoner. The whole imperial guard knew that Paul was
in chains because he followed Jesus. Despitewhatseemed likeaiseries of setbacks, the sufferings Paul

faced actually advanced the gospel—and for this reason, Paul was joyful.

As you teach your class, remind them that joy is one of the qualities seen in the fruit of the Spirit (Gal.
5:22). Explain that joy is delight that comes from knowing and serving God. Paul's joy was not

self-generated. He didn’t muster up joy because he was super-spiritual or naively optimistic about his

circumstances. Paul had joy because he was focused on Jesus.

No matter what chaos or suffering surrounded Paul, these realities were constant: the gospel was being

spread, Jesus was Lord and Paul knew Him. This eternal perspective was essential to Paul’s peace and joy.

God used Paul’s difficult circumstancesito spread the gospel andibuild the church. Paul knew that because

Jesus suffered to bring salvation to the world, believers doing God's work would suffer too.

Think about suffering in your own life. How do you typically respond to suffering? What does your

reaction to suffering reveal about what you believe about God? What does it reveal about what you most

treasure in life? Joy in suffering does not discredit grief and pain, but itgives hope in difficult times. This

joy is rooted in the faithfulness of God, who ultimately does everythingfor His glory and our good.
a_
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BIBLE TIMELINE & REVIEW (3 MIN)
We have learned about some of Paul’s most difficult experiences. Paul obeyed God's call to tell people

about Jesus, but the Jews planned to kill him. He was arrested, but God protected him. Paul then preached

about Jesus to governors and kings. He wasn't afraid of powerful people. Finally, Paul was sailing to Rome

to see Caesar when a storm hit. What happenedduring theystorm? (A shipwreck.) How did God protect

Paul and the men with him? (God saved everyone on the'ship, the islanders cared for them, and Paul wasn't hurt

when bit by a poisonous snake.) What did Paul do while they waited for another ship to take them to Rome?

(Shared the gospel and healed the sick.) Today’s,Bible story picks up after Paul arrived in Rome and was put in

prison there. Listen carefully to see how Paul handled all of this.

SESSION STARTERS (5-10 MIN)

Make a JOY banner (Older Students)

+ Tapea large banner to the floor onalong a wall at the students’ height. [Write JOY in block letters
across the top of the banner.] Draw a line down,the middle. Invite the class to write words or draw

pictures of things that make them happy on one side. On the other side, invite them to write or

draw things that make them sad.

+ Did youknow that we can have joy in timesof happiness ahd times of sadness? Today, we're going

to hear about a timewhen Paul was in prison, but he still had joy. We'lllearn that we can.choose to

be joyful even when we go through hard times.

Fear Factor (Older Students)

+ Have the class sit in chairs in a circle. Choose one player to stand in the middle; remove the empty

chair. Prompt the middle player to name something that might be scary. Players who agree that

the thing is scary should stand up and take the seat of someone else who stood. The student in the

middle should also find a seat. The player left without a chair moves to the middle of the circle and

names the next scary thing. Play multiple rounds as time allows.

+ Different people are scared of different things, but God is more powerful than any of them.

Nothing is scary to God, and He can protect us from the things we are afraid of. Today, we will hear

about a time that Paul was in prison, which would, be very scary, but he still had joy. Let’s find out

why.

Pick a Side (Younger Students)

+ Label one side of the room with a smiling face and one side with a frowning face. As you ask the
questions below, invite the class to move to the side of the room that represents how they feel

about each thingsDoes it make'them wantito smile orfrown?)

+ How do you feel whenit is raining outside?

~ How do you feel when someone asks you to share some of your lunch?

~ How do you feel when you are unfairly called out during a game?

~ How do you feel when school is canceled?

~ How do you feel when your brother or sister asks to play with you?

~ How do you feel'when you are asked to read a book?

~ How do you feel when you have toshare in front of the class?
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+ Our circumstances in life can make us happy or sad, but joy isn’t based on circumstances. While he
was in prison, Paul told the Philippian church to be joyful. Paul knew that true joy comes from a

deep trust in Jesus, and the suffering Paul faced couldn't take away that joy.

Emoji Match (Older and Younger Students)

+ Draw various age-appropriate emojis on sticky notes onadhesive name tags, two per emoji. Stick

an emoji on each student's back. Asking only yes-or-no questions, they will try to find their match.

Oncethey find their match, they must come up with a.circumstance that best fits their emoji.

+ Allthese emojis show us different emotions: happy, sad, angry, and so forth. Usually we feel these

different emotions based on our circumstances. Maybe you got a good grade on a test so you feel
happy. Or maybe your older sibling refused,toshare a’toy withiyou and you felt angry. Our

circumstances are constantly changing and so are our emotions. But did you know that we can

experiencejoy all the time? Unlike other emotions,joy isn't based on our circumstances. We'll hear
more in our story today.

Oo

KEY PASSAGE ACTIMITY/BIG PICTURE Q&A (5.MIN)

Philippians 1:27a

Just one thing: As citizens of Heaven, live your life worthy of the gospel of Christ.

Board Race (Older and Younger Students)

+ Divide into two teams. Each team should line up at one end of the room. One at a time, players

from each team will go to the board to write a word of the key passage in order. The first team to

finish the whole key passage wins.

+ For classes that have difficulty writing or reading, write out each word of the key passage on

separate index cards before class. Make two sets and use magnets (or tape or sticky tack) to

attach them to the board. Give each team member a card before the race and pronounce it for

them. The students will race up to the board when it is time for their word.

Big Picture Q&A

Q: When should we tell others about Jesus?

A: We should always tell others about Jesus, evenmwhen it is difficult.

BIBLE STORY (10 MIN)

Paul’s Joy in Prison | Philippiansi1:12-30.
Paul was living as a prisoner in Rome. He had done nothing wrong, but the Jewish leaders had tried to

kill him because he believed and taught that Jesus had risen from the dead. Many did not believe in the

resurrection. Now Paul was waiting to meet with the emperor of Rome.

Believers visited Paul or sent himgifts. While in prison, Paul wrote a letter to the Christians in Philippi

to thank them for sending a gift and to tell them about his work.

Paul wrote, “I want you to know, brothers, that even though the Jews tried to stop me, everything

that has happened has actually helped me tell more people the good news about Jesus. Now the
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guards at the palace know the gospel, and other believers have been sharing the gospel without fear.’ This
all happened because Paul was a prisoner.

“Thank you for praying for me. | know that God has given me the Holy Spirit to help me. | hope thatI will
never be afraid or embarrassed about anything. | want to be bold and honor Jesus, whether| live or I
die.

“For me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I live, | live for Jesus. If | die for Jesus, | will be with Him

forever.” Paul said it was important to the Philippian Christians that he be alive so he could continue to

help and encourage them. But he also wanted to go to heaven and be with Jesus.

“No matter what happens, live your life in a way that brings honor to the gospel of Christ. Then,

whether | am with you or away, | will hear that you are working together to share the good news about
Jesus.”

Paul also urged the believers to not let anyone scare them away from doing God’s work. He said,

“This is the work God has given you to do—not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for Him.”

JESUS CONNECTION

God used Paul's difficult circumstances to spread the gospel and build the church.

Paul knew that because Jesus suffered to bring salvation to the world, believers

doing God’s work would suffer too.

ou

LIFEWISE QUALITY (3-4 MIN)
DISCERNMENT - Being able to recognize what is true and false or right and wrong.

Living LifeWise

God works all things for our good, so wecamdiscermblis goodmesseven in hard things.

Character Connection

Have you ever talked to someone in a Halloween costume that you thought was someone else? Were you

excited about a really big Christmas present that turned out to be a boring gift? Ever get a big piece of

what looks like your favorite kind of pie only to discover it was another flavor entirely? Sometimes, things

are just not what they seem.

That's why we need discernment. Being able to recognize what is true or right in a situation does more

than keep us from getting a gross dessert. It helps us understand how God is at work even in hard
situations.

Paul was in prison when he said that he had great joy. Is that how you would see things if you were in

prison? [Take quick responses.] Obviously, Paul's joy didn’t come because he was in jail. It was because, even

though he was in jail, he was seeing God atwork in amazing ways. What looked at first glance like a bad

situation was actually allowing more and more people to hear about Jesus. And that was a good thing. So,

Paul was joyful.
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Discernment means we don't just focus on what a situation looks like or feels like. It means looking for how
God is at work, bringing good out of each situation. God's Spirit will help us see all the good that God is

creating, and like Paul, we can experience real joy as a result.

For each situation, brainstorm 2-3 possible good things God could be doing.

+ You tried out for a main role in the play, but they ask you to take a smaller role instead.
+ Your mom got anew job, so now you have to watch your little sister after school.
+ You forgot to do your homework, soyour teacher won't let you go to recess.

BIBLE STORY REVIEW (5 Mi)
+ Where was Paul when he wrote the letter to the Philippians?

In prison in Rome, Phil. 1:13

+ Why did Paul say he had experienced difficult times?

For God's glory, Phil. 1:12

+ Was Paul afraid or embarrassed to share the gospel?

No, he shared it without fear, Phil. 1:14

+ What made Paul rejoice?

People werevhearing about Jesus, Phil\1:18

+ Why did Paul think that dying was a good thing?

Believers will be with Jesus forever when they die, Phil. 1:23

+ What kind of life did Paul encourage the believers to live?

A life worthy of the gospel of Christ, Phil. 1:27
+ What did Paul tell the Philippians about their mission?

To be bold and stand firm in sharing the gospel, Phil. 1:27-28

REINFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES#(5=10.MiN)

Emotion Ball (Older Students)

+ Drawor tape faces on a beach ball representing different emotions (happy, sad, angry, confused,

etc.). Instruct the class to stand in a circle and'toss the ball around. When you say stop, the student

with the ball should hold it with both hands. Call for the player with the ball to look at one of the

faces she is touching (closest to the right thumb, for instance). Ask her how she could trust God

when she is feelingythat emotiom Play additionalroundssas) time allows.

+ Inthis life we wilhhave manyStfuggles and feel different’motions. Even Paul couldn't muster up

the strength on his own to have joy. Paul knew joy is found in Jesus alone, no matter what was

going on in his life.

Human Tic Tac Toe (Older and Younger Students)

+ The book of Philippians isin the New Testament, in the division called Paul's Letters. Paul wrote

this letter while he was in prison. Even in adifficult situation, Paul found joy in Jesus. Position nine
chairs or rubber dots ina 3-by-3 grid on the floor. Form two teams. Give each player on the first

team a piece of paper labeled X. Give the second team Papers labeled O. Ask a review question to
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the first team. If they answer correctly, a player may sit in any chair. If they answer incorrectly, play

passes to the next team. The first team to seat three of its players in a row (vertical, horizontal or

diagonal) wins.

What’s Wrong? (Older and Younger Students)

+ This game is like 20 Questions. The teacher will pretendito have a specific sickness or problem,

such as the flu, strep throat, a broken bone, a big test, a lost pet, etc. The class must ask yes-or-no

questions to figure out what is wrong. Every time theyask a question that requires a yes answer,

follow your yes with “but| still have joy in Jesus.”

+ Wow, you were great at figuring out what was wrong with me. Even though | had problems, what

did | keep telling you? (/ still had joy inWesus.jin'today’silessonywe learned that Paul felt the same

way. How do you think he was able to feel joy in spite of all the difficult things he went through?

Mosaic Cross (Older and Younger Students)
+ Give each student a pencil and a piece of heavyweight paper. Lead them through the steps to

create a mosaic cross. Consider preparing a mosaic cross before the session as an example.

~ »Draw the outline of a large cross on your paper. Make it big enough that you'll have space

to decorate with paper.

~, Tear pieces offoil and tissue paper and pass them out.
* Use glue to fill the outline with the torn foil and tissue paper. Let dry completely.

+ We tore tissue paper to create these beautiful crosses. Sometimes our lives feel like these torn

pieces of paper, especially when we are sad or angry or going through a hard time. But look at our

beautiful mosaic that we have made with all that torn up paper! God can take hurting people and

turn us into something beautiful when we put our hope in Jesus. Because of what Jesus has done

for us, we can bejoyful in any situation.

Activity Pages & Recap Cards (5-10 min) (For in-class or take-home use)

+ Emotions (Older Students)

+ Draw the Emotion (Younger Students)

Prayer & Requests (3-5 min)

God, thank You for giving us joy. You are always in control, and we know that we can trust in You with our

lives. Thank You for giving us life in Jesus and giving us hope for eternity with You. Amen.
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IFEWIS, .ay yi PHILEMONLy df Philemon 8-22Ny, VdSy Zt

————
PHILEMON

+ Philemon 8-22

+ Big Picture Q&A: How do we live while waiting for Jesus to return? We remember

God's truth, grow in godliness and spread the gospel.

+ Key Passage: 2 Timothy 3:16-17 - All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable

for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness, so that the

man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.

JESUS CONNECTION

Paul offered to pay Onesimus’ debt to make peace between him and Philemon. In this

way, Paul acted like Jesus, who makes peace between God and man. Jesus took the

punishment we deserve for our sin. He paid our debt so that we can be forgiven and

welcomed by God)

+ “TIFEWISE QUALITY
= FORGIVENESS - Letting go of a grudge against someone who has wronged me.

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

Paul was a prisoner under house arrest in Rome when aman named Onesimus (oh NESS ih muhs) came to

visit him. Onesimus was a slave who had run away from a wealthy man named Philemon.

As it turned out, Paul was a friend of Philemon. So, when Paul told Onesimus the good news about Jesus

and Onesimus believed, Paul desired forgivenessand'reconciliation,between Onesimus and
Philemon—now brothers in Christ.

So, Paul wrote a letter and told Onesimus to take ito Philemon. The,book of Philemon is the letter written

by Paul to Philemon. Though Onesimus had become dear to him and Paul wanted Onesimus to stay with

him in Rome, Paul sent him back to Philemon with his letter.

In the letter, Paul urged Philemon to forgive Onesimus and treat him asa fellow brother in Christ. Paul
even offered to pay Onesimus's debtfor him. Though Paul could.have used his authority as an apostle of

Christ to force Philemon to do what he wanted, Paul instead appealed to,him asa friend and a fellow

believer. He urged Philemon totreatOnesimus as if he were Paul himself—with love and kindness.

Paul offered to pay Onesimus’ debt to make peace between him and Philemon. In this way, Paul acted like

Jesus, who makes peace between God.and humanity. Jesus:took the punishment we deserve for our sin,

paying our debt so that we can be forgiven,and welcomed into God's family as brothers and sisters of

Jesus (Heb. 2:11).
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Paul’s letter serves as a reminder to us that everyone is equal before Jesus. People from completely

different backgrounds—like Paul, a former Jewish leader, Onesimus, a runaway slave, and Philemon, a
Gentile slave-owner—are brought together by the gospel under the lordship of Jesus Christ. In light of

God's love for us, we can be loving, kind and forgiving to our brothers and sisters in Christ for the glory of
God.

aOe

BIBLE TIMELINE & REVIEW (3 MIN)

Paul was a missionary, which means that he shared the gospel with people who didn't know Jesus. Paul
loved Jesus more than anything in the world, and he wanted to tell everyone he could about how they

could be saved from their sin. Many people heard the good news and believed! But not everyone liked

what Paul had to say, so Paul had been put in prison, Do youremember where Paul was taken and put in

prison? (Rome.) Why was he taken to Rome? (So Caesar, the emperor, could hear his case.) Even while he was

in chains, Paul wrote letters to the believers he had met to encourage them in their faith. Do you

remember any of the churches Paul wrote to? (Ephesus, Corinth, Rome, Galatia, Philippi, etc.) Today's story is
about a letter he wrote to his friend Philemon.

SESSIONISTARTERS(S=1 OIMIN)

Welcome Sign (Older and Younger Students)
+ Lay out poster board or a lange sheet of paper and encourage the class to work together to create

a Welcome banner for the classroom or hallway. Help them come up with a plan, theme and design.

Ask what would make people want to come into their classroom or hallway? When they finish,

commend the students on working together.

+ Making people feel welcome is important, especially at Bible class and churches. It helps people
feel comfortable and encourages them to learn more about Jesus. To make your signs, you had to

work together as a team. Did everyone agree on every decision? Most likely not. You might be

tempted to hold a grudge when you don't get your way, but today we will learn about welcoming

people and also why we should forgive others when we have a disagreement.

Seventy Times Seven (Older and Younger Students)
+ Before the session, put seven itemsin one bag and 490.items in another. Ask the class how many

times they should forgive someone, suchas a friend or a brother or sister—once or twice a day?

How about seven times a day? Ask a volunteer to find and read Matthew 18:21-22 in the Bible.

Let students compare the bags of items.

+ Jesus told Petertoiforgiveseventyitimes sevenitimesySeventy, timesisevemis 490. Jesus didn't

mean to forgive that many times and then stop; Jesus wants us to forgive without limit. Jesus

forgives us without limit—for our past, present and future sins—because He loves us. We can

forgive others because we havebeen forgiven. In today’s, Bible story, Paul wrote a letter about

forgiveness. We'll find out what he said.

i
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KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITY/BIG PICTURE Q&A (5 MIN)

2 Timothy 3:16-17

All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in

righteousness, so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.

Hand Motions (Older and Younger Students).

+ Form groups of students. Assign each group a section of the key passage and instruct them to

create hand motions for that sections[Suggested sections:All Scripture/is inspired by God/and is
profitable for teaching/for rebuking/for correcting /for training in righteousness /So that the man of

God/may be complete/equipped for every good work.] Invite each group to teach their motions to the

other groups. Encourage students to.perform.the hand.motions as the class recites the whole

verse aloud together.

Funny Voices (Older and Younger Students)
+ Have students say the verse together several times, using different silly voices (big giant,

commercial advertisement, pinching nose, etc.) each time.

Big PictureiQ&A

Q: How do we live while waiting for Jesus to return?

A: We remember God's truth, grow in godliness.and spread the gospel.

BIBLE STORY (10 MIN)

Paul’s Letter to Philemon | Philemon 8-22

When Paul was a prisoner in Rome, he met a man named Onesimus (oh NESS ih muhs). Onesimus was

a servant. He had run away from his owner, Philemon. Philemon was Paul's friend and a leader in the
church at Colossae.

Paul told Onesimus the good news about Jesus, and Onesimus believed in Jesus. He helped Paul, and

Paul wanted Onesimus to stay with him. But Paul knew Onesimus needed to do the right thing: to go

back to Philemon and ask for forgiveness. So, Paul wrote a letter and told Onesimus to take the letter
back to Philemon.

“Dear Philemon, | am writing to you because| love you. | want you to do the right thing. | am getting old,
and | am in prison because| tell people about Jesus. | met Onesimus and told him about Jesus, and he
believed. | want him toystaywith mesbuthwant yourpermission firsts

“Onesimus is a believer now; Maybe'this is why he left you forallittle while—so that he could come

back to you as a brother instead of a servant. He is our friend and brother in Christ. Please welcome

him like you would welcome me. If he owes you anything, I will pay it.

“Philemon, | would be so happy if you agree to do this. | know you will do what is right.” Paul asked
Philemon to get a room ready for,himPaul hdped to visit Philemon’soon,
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JESUS CONNECTION

Paul offered to pay Onesimus’ debt to make peace between him and Philemon. In

this way, Paul acted like Jesus, who makes peace between God and man. Jesus

took the punishment we deserve for our sin. He paid our debt so that we can be

forgiven and welcomed by God.

—ese

LIFEWISE QUALITY (3-4 MIN)
FORGIVENESS - Letting go of a grudge against someone who has wronged me.

Living LifeWise

Because Jesus died on the cross for our sins, God forgives us and helps us model forgiveness to others.

Character Connection

We all have to apologize at times. But not all apologies are the same. Sometimes we're half-hearted and

don't really mean it. Or we apologize just to get out of trouble. But forgiveness isn’t about getting out of

trouble; it’s about restoring peace to a broken relationship.

Paul wanted to/help Philemon and Onesimus make peace. It wouldn't be easy. Onesimus had run away and

may have even stolen money from Philemon. But Paul knew itwas possible with God's help.

God forgives our sin because of Jesus’s death and resurrection. His Spirit will help us forgive those who,

hurt us, like Philemon. He helps us admit our mistakes and ask for forgiveness, like Onesimus had to. And

God may even use us to help make peace between other people, like Paul. God is a god of peace, and the

road to peace requires forgiveness.

Often the first step in restoring peace is an apology. A true apology has 4 steps.

1. Say: “I’m sorry.” Start with honesty. Say you're sorry and mean it.

2. Be specific: “I’m sorry for ...” State What you dichor said. Don't blame or shift focus. “I’m sorry for

talking over you,’ or, “I’m sorry that | lied!’ or, “I’m sorry | broke your toy.’

3. Recognize the hurt: “It was wrong because ...” Admit that the other person was hurt by what you

did. “I'm sorry for what | said at recess. | wasitrying to be funny, but | hurt your feelings.”

4. Ask for forgiveness: “Please forgive me.’ This part is the key and very hard. We can admit what we

did and how it hurt them, but they might choose not to forgive us. Still, we need to ask if we want

to restore the relationships

[Divide into two groups.] Let's practice the four-step apology. I'llréad a situation and you need to create an

apology. Group A will act out abad apology for that situation, and group B will act out a four-step apology.

[Alternate groups each time.)

+ You break your brother’s new toy before he even gets to play with it.

+ You accidentally kick a ballinto aclassmate’s face during kickball:

+ You told your mom you would clean your room, but you played video games instead.

———eee
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BIBLE STORY REVIEW (5 MIN)
+ Who wrote the Book of Philemon?

Paul

+ Which Bible division is the book of Philemon in?

Paul’s Letters

+ Which book comes before Philippians?

Titus

+ Which book comes after Philippians?

Hebrews

+ Where was Paul when he wrote the letter to Philemon?

He was in prison, Philem. 9

+ Who was Onesimus?

Aservant to Philemon, Philem. 16

+ When did Onesimus meet Paul?

When Patil wasjimprisoned in RomepPhilem. 10

+ What happened when Paul and Onesimus met?

Paul told;Onesimus about Jesus and he became a believer, Philem. 16

+ What did Paul ask Onesimus to do?

To ask Philemon to forgive him for running away, Philem. 18

+ What did Paul encourage Philemon to do?

Forgive Onesimus and treat him as a brother in Christ, Philem. 16-17

+ What did Paul want permission from Philemon for?

Keep Onesimus in Rome with him, Philem. 10-14

+ What did Paul offer to pay?

Any debt that Onesimusiowedito Philemon, Phileny’8-19

+ How dowe live while waiting for Jesus to return?

We remember God's truth, grow in godliness and spread the gospel.

REINFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES (5-10 MIN)

Paying Your Debt (Older Students)

+ Before class, print and,cut out multiple copies of the “Dollar Bills” printable. Ask the class what

kind of things they like to buy. Write their answers on adry erase board and assign a dollar

amount to each item Write up other expenses their families might have (utility bills, gas, car

payments, food, rent omhous@ payment) and assign mad@Up monthly amounts for each item. Add

up the grand monthly total. Distribute the bills to the class, giving each student a random amount.

Instruct them to count up the money they have. [Note: Plan ahead so their money seems like a lot, but

is less than your monthly total)

+ So,what happens at the end of the month ifsomeone’s expenses are higher than the money he

has? (He goes into debt.) Debt means a person owes more than he has. What happens if a person

LW LESSON 115 FORGIVENESS| Philemon 8-22 5
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can't pay his debt? (He loses things, for example: his phone, car or house can be taken away.) What if

someone paid your bills for you? (The debt would be forgiven because someone else paid it.)

+ Paul asked Philemon to forgive his servant as a Christian brother. Paul offered to pay Onesimus’

debt to make peace between him and Philemon. In this way, Paul acted like Jesus, who makes

peace between God and man. Jesus took the punishment we deserve for our sin, paying our debt

so that we can be forgiven and welcomed by God. Encourage students to place one of their dollar

bills in their Bible as a reminder that Jesus has paid their debt.

Charades (Older and Younger Students)

+ Ask avolunteer to tell which part of the Bible Philemon is in (New Testament) and which division

(Paul's Letters). The book of Philemoniis oneofithelettersiinithe New Testament written by Paul.

Many of the New Testament books are letters for either specific people or the believers ina

certain area. But these books are also for us today. God’s Word speaks to us even though it was.

written many years ago because it comes direetly from God. Let’s see how much we can

remember of what we learned during the Bible story today.

+ Play charades using words from the story. For each word that is guessed, ask the class to explain

how that word relates to the Bible story. [Suggested words: servant, letter, forgive, pay, run away,

friend, love, Jesus.)

The Act 6f Forgivenessi(Older and Younger Students)

+ Form groups of three or four students. Instruct them to work together to think of a real-life

scenario of forgiveness, something they might encounter during their day. [Examples:A sibling
borrows a favorite shirt and returns it with a stain; a friend promises to meet you at the mall but never

comes; a parent is unable to attend your soccer game.] Invite them to plan a skit showing the offense
and how someone can extend forgiveness. Allow each group to act out their skit for the other

groups. Thank the groups for their creativity and their teamwork on this activity.

+ It's not always easy to forgive in real-life situations. But we can forgive others because God has

forgiven us so much. Paul told Philemon to forgive his servant as a Christian brother. In forgiving

someone, we show God's love to the person we fargive. When you are the person who did wrong,

pray for the courage to apologizevand ask forgiveness of the person you wronged. That is a great

first step in restoring your relationship with the other person.

Returning Servant Relay (Older and Younger Students)

+ Form two teams and instruct the teams to line up on one side of the classroom. Choose one

person on each team ito be Paul, who will stand across from his team at the opposite end of the

room. Paul's job is towrite one word of Ephesians 4:32.(“Be kind and compassionate to one

another, forgiving one another, just as God also forgave you in Christ’) on each card and hand it to
the servant when they come. They must take it back tothe other side of the room and sit down.

When they sit down, the next “servant” in line will go get the next word from Paul. The first team

that completes the relay wins.

+ Paul told Philemon to forgive his servanbas a Christian brother Paul reminded Philemon that God

had forgiven him, so now he must forgive others. It’s not always easy to forgive people, especially

if they hurt us deeply. Because.of what Jesus has done for us, we can show forgiveness and grace
to others.
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Activity Pages & Recap Cards (5-10 min) (For in-class or take-home use)
+ AWay Back (Older Students)

~ Answers: 1. Philemon; 2. brother; 3. peace; 4. punishment; 5. debt; 6. forgiven.

+ Where's Onesimus? (Younger St s)

Prayer & Requests (3-5 min)

God, thank You for inviting us to be part of I gh Jesus. Help us to love others well this

week. Help us show forgiveness when ot! us and seek forgiveness when we hurt others. We pray

that You would use us to welcome others into Your family as we share the gospel. Amen.
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[+++] LESSON 116: HOPE
pe PAUL GAVE HOPE
OP, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11Yay Lesx 4

I
PAUL GAVE HOPE

+ 1Thessalonians 4:13-5:11

+ Big Picture Q&A: How do we live while waiting for Jesus to return? We remember

God's truth, grow in godliness and spread the gospel.

+ Key Passage: 2 Timothy 3:16-17 - All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable

for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness, so that the

man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.

JESUS CONNECTION

The prophets in the Old Testament told about the Day of the Lord, a day when God woulde9) come to judge the world and save His people. Paul said that in the future, on the Day of

the Lord, Jesus will return for His people and judge the wicked. Believers live with hope,

knowing that Jesus will come again:

+ “TIFEWISE QUALITY
= HOPE - Expecting God will do what is best in every situation.

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

Consider how your life would change if you could know the future—if you could accurately predict the

weather or the outcome of a baseball game. If you could know how your life is going to turn out, would you

live today differently? In the bigger picture of God’s plan for the world, we do know the future. God

reveals the outcome of His plan for humanity in His Word.

In the book of 1 Thessalonians, Paul writes about the future to encourage believers facing persecution.

Their hope as believers then is the same as our hope as believers today. We look forward to a final
resurrection, the return of Jesus and the judgmentiofithe world.

Around AD 50, the city of Thessalonica was filled with those who worshiped idols, Greek and Roman gods,

and even the Roman emperor himself. So, when Paul started a church there, he quickly faced persecution

and was forced to flee the city. Even though he could not return, Paul still loved the young church and was

concerned for them, so he;sent Timothy to check on the believers:

Timothy reported back with good neWs=though the church was suffering from persecution, they were

holding tightly to their faith. They did have some misunderstandings about Christianity, especially the

return of Jesus, but they were working hard for the Lord. Paul wrote a letter to encourage the believers

and to clear up misunderstandings@bout,the future ahd what happens when Christians die.

Perhaps Paul's greatest message was about the return of Jesus. On that day, Paul said, believers will be

freed from their sufferings. On the Dayof the Lord, Jesus will.ceturn for His people and judge the wicked.

That's a promise we can still claim today. Paul's letter gave believers hope. The hope we find in the Bible is
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stronger than just wanting something to happen; biblical hope is expecting with confidence because we
know God is faithful and true.

BIBLE TIMELINE & REVIEW (3 MIN}
Paul visited many cities as he traveled, planting churches along the way. He shared the gospel everywhere

he went, and in each area people put their faith in Jesus. Paul couldn’t be everywhere at once, so he wrote
letters to teach the believers more about Jesus. Last time, we learned about a letter Paul wrote to

Philemon. Do you remember what Paul wrote about? (Philemon’s runaway slave.) What was the slave's

name? (Onesimus.) What did Paul ask Philemon to do? (Forgive Onesimus, love him as a brother in Christ and

allow him to return to help Paul.) Today, our story is about hope. Hope is more than just wanting something

to happen; hope is expecting that God willdo whatis best in every situation because He is faithful and
true.

SESSION STARTERS (5-10 MIN)

Key Words (Older Students)

+ |Formitwo of moreteams! Invite the!Cclassito playa fill-in=the-blank game with key Words from

today’s story. On the board or a large paper, draw a blank for each letter in the word or phrase.

Allow the first team to guess a letter. If they are correct, they get to guess again. If they are

incorfect, play passes to the other (or next) team. Teamsiget 5 points for every correct letter and

10 points for solving the puzzle. Play multiple rounds as time allows. [Example words: Paul,

Thessalonica, Day of the Lord, return, hope, Heaven.]

+ Great job guessing some key words from today’s Bible story! Listen as we hear the story to see
how all these words come together in an encouraging message of hope for all believers.

What Do You Hope to Be? (Older Students)

+ Invite students to take turns drawing on the board or on a large paper what they hope to be when
they grow up. See if the class can identify the drawing. Continue until each student has a turn or as
time allows.

+ God has a special and unique plan for your life. It’s fun t6 think about what gifts He has given you

and how you can use them now and in the future. God also has a plan that is the same for all of us,
and that’s to trust Jesus and be with Him when Jesus returns. We will learn more about that

through Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians.

What Makes It Better? (Older and Younger Students)
+ Present the class.with scenarios in which there is a problem or difficult situation. Invite students

to offer suggestions on how to handle their emotions. Talk about each idea suggested.

+ Suggested scenarios:

~ Abully shoved you, and you scraped your knee falling down.

~ Your grandmother has troubléwalking upstairs.

~ Your pet died.
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+ Because of sin our whole world is broken.We get hurt and sick, things wear out and break, and
people and animals die. But there is hope because Jesus has promised to make all things brand

new one day! In our story today we'll hear that Paul encouraged the Thessalonians to have hope.

Future Hope Charades (Younger Students)

+ Ask the class to think about what they want tobe when they grow up. One at a time, students will

silently act out their desired profession for the class. The rest of the class will try to guess what it

is. Play as time allows.

+ Weall have hopes for our future. Some are small, like what we're going to eat for dinner. Others

are big, like what kind of job we want to have or where we want to live. Sometimes when we hope

for something in the future, We may be abletodothingsnow'to prepare for it. Jesus has promised

that He will return to us one day.This promise givesus hope. The hope we get from Jesus is more
than just wanting something to happen; it’s knowing that it will happen because Jesus keeps all

His promises.

Oo

KEY PASSAGE ACTIMITY/BIG PICTURE Q&A (5.MIN)

2 Timothy 3:16-17

All Scripture is inspired by Gediand is profitable for teaching, for rébuking, for correcting, for training in

righteousness, so that théman of God may be complete, equipped for everygood work,

Fill in the Blank (Older and Younger Students)

+ Before class, write a phrase of the key passage on a dry erase board or large paper, leaving a blank

for a keyword in that phrase. Draw small lines to represent each letter in the missing word. Draw a

picture on the board, such as ice cream or a snowman, depending on the time of year. Invite

students to guess a letter. If the letter is in the word, place it in the correct spot. If it is not, erase

one part of the object. If the entire object is erased, the teacher wins the game. Review the entire

key passage in sections this way. Give students helpful hints before beginning the game (e.g., that

it's smart to start by guessing vowels).

Key Passage Order (Older and Younger Students)
+ Before class, put one word or phrase of the verse on separate index cards. If your class is large,

make multiple sets. Read the key passage together as a class.Say one phrase, then have students.

repeat you. Work your way through the passage by speaking and repeating. Then, hand an index

card to each student. If students have difficulty reading, make sure they know what their card

says. Have studentsworkitogether to put the verselimorderusing the key passage poster or a
Bible.

Big Picture Q&A

Q: How do we live while waiting for Jesus to return?

A: We remember God's truth, grow in godliness, and spread the gospel.
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BIBLE STORY (10 MIN)

Paul Gave Hope| 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11
About 20 years after Jesus died on the crossand.rose againyPaul traveled to the city of Thessalonica.

The people there worshiped idols. Some of them evenworshiped the Roman emperor. Paul told the

people the good news about Jesus, and many people believed in Jesus. Paul started the church in

Thessalonica, but some people did not like Paul or his teachings, and they forced him out of the city.

Paul worried about the people in Thessalonica. They had not been believers for very long. So Paul

sent his friend Timothy to see how they were doing. Timothy brought back good news. Even though

the Thessalonians faced suffering for their faith, they did not give up. Paul wrote a letter to

encourage them. He told them that Jesus will return someday. On that day, Paul said, believers will

be freed from their sufferings! This message gave them great hope.

Paul wrote to the believers at the church in Thessalonica to help them know what is true and to

teach them what happened to believers who had died. The people could grieve with hope. Because

Jesus diedand.roseagain,God. wouldbring withHim those whohad died—if they;trustedin Jesuss

Paul shared that when Jesusreturns, the Lord Himself will come down from Heaven with a’shout and

the trumpet call of God. Those believers who have died will be raised to life first. Then, believers who

are still alive will be raised up together to meet the Lord in the air. We will live with Him forever!

Jesus’ return fills believers with hope and excitement. But Paul warned that it would not be the same

for unbelievers. Those who do not accept that Jesus took the punishment for sin will have to take the

punishment themselves.

Jesus is coming again, but Paul taught that no one knows when He will return. The Day of the Lord will

come like a thief in the night, when you do not expect it. So be ready. God has promised us eternal life; He

has saved us through His Son, Jesus. Whetherwe are alive or dead when Jesus returns, He will bring
all believers home with Him forever.

Paul encouraged the Thessalonians to be prepared for the Day of the Lord, saying, “Stay alert and

self-controlled. Put on the armor of God: faith, love and the helmetof the hope of salvation. Keep

encouraging one another because we have this future hope.”

JESUS CONNECTION

The prophets in the Old Testament told about the Day of the Lord, a day when

God would come to judge'the world and save His people. Paul said that in the

future, on the Dayofthe Lord, Jesus will return for His people and judge the
wicked. Believers live with hope, knowing that Jesus will come again.

LIFEWISE QUALITY (3-4 MIN)

HOPE - Expecting God will do what is best in every situation.
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Living LifeWise

Jesus will return someday, so we can have hope even when things are hard.

Character Connection

Do you ever worry? Lots of people do. Whatkinds of things.do people worry about? [Take answers.] What

kinds of things do we hope will happen instead? [Examples: good things, win the lottery, have an easy life, etc.]

We all have a tendency to worry. We worry about today, and we wonder about the future. The

Thessalonians were wondering. Things were hard, and they were suffering. So, Paul wanted to make sure

they understood what God was planning so they would have hope like he did.

Paul had hope because Jesus is alive and ruliag overeverythingsAndihe had hope because Jesus will come

back one day to be our King and take His;people hore to be with Him forever. We can face every day, good

ones and hard ones, because Jesus is alive and taking care of us. And we don't have to worry about the

future because we already know what the future holds—Jesus!

Jesus is our ultimate hope. Today may be hard. We may struggle with school, friends or life at home. We

may get sick or watch someone we love suffer. We may just face boring everyday life. These things can
make us feel anxious, unseen or unloved.

But we don't have to worry about today or the future, because we Know that Jesus is coming again.

Instead ofworrying, we Campray about our fears and ask the Holy Spirit toemind us of our hopejinvesus.

He keeps all of His promises and takes care of us, no matter what. In Him our future is secure, so we can
have hope, even when things are hard.

I'm going to name something that people often worry about and two responses. You decide which option

expresses hope and which one expresses worry.

+ Doing well

~ We havea big test coming up, and I’m really nervous about it
~ | want to do well on our big test, but I’ve studied for it, and I’ve prayed about it, and | know

God will help me do mybest!

+ Scary Things

~ | watched a scary video, and now hcan't fall asleep because I'm afraid I'll have a bad dream.
~ God is with me and always takes care of me, so I’m going to ask Him to give me peace and

help me not have any scary dreams.

+ Bad Things

+ If my dad loses his job,| believe God will take care of us.and provide a new job for him.
~ My parents were talking about my dad maybe losing his job, and I’m not sure what's going

to happen.

ou

BIBLE STORY REVIEW (5.MiliN))
+ Who wrote the book of 1 Thessalonians?,

Paul
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+ Which Bible division is the book of 1 Thessalonians in?

Paul’s Letters

+ Which book comes before 1 Thessalonians?

Colossians

+ Which book comes after 1 Thessalonians?

2 Thessalonians

+ Why wasn't Paul able to stay or go back and visit the believers in Thessalonica?

People in the city prevented him from coming, 1 Thess. 2:18-19

+ Whom did Paul send to see how the Thessalonian church was doing?

Timothy, 1 Thess. 3:2

+ Howwere the Thessalonians treated because of their faith in Jesus?

They were persecuted, or made to suffer,.1.7Thess. 1:6, 3:4

+ What will happen when Jesus returns?

Believers will live with Jesus, 1 Thess. 5:9-10

+ Why can we have hope when other believers die?

Jesus died, Was raised to life and.iscoming againsWhen Jesus returns, believers whovhave died

will be raised to life, 1 Thess. 4:13-18

+ What is the Day of the Lord?

The day Jesus returns to the earth, 1 Thess 4:15-5:2

+ What will happen first when Jesus returns?

Believers who have already died will be made alive, 1 Thess. 4:16

+ What will happen second when Jesus returns?

All believers will be caught up in the air with Jesus, 1 Thess. 4:17

+ Where will Jesus take believers?

To be with Him forever, dehhess. 4:17,

+ How does Paul describe Jesus’ return?

Likea thiefin the night, 1 Thess. 5:2
+ How do we live while waiting for Jesus to return?

We remember God's truth, grow in godliness and spread the gospel.

REINFORCEMENT)AGT!VIFIES (5-10 MIN)

Ticking Musical Chairs (Older Students)

+ Before class, write the word Eternity on/a piece of paper and post it on the wall. Form a circle of
chairs with one fewer chair than the number of students. Instruct the class to walk clockwise

around the chairs while you makea ticking sound. When you stop, students should sit in a chair as
quickly as they can without hurting anyone. Say to the student left without a seat, “Your time on

Earth is up. Welcome to eternity’ The student must go stand next to the eternity sign. Remove a

chair and play again. Have all students that have gone to “eternity” help you make the ticking noise

for subsequent rounds. Continue until theres one player left.
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+  Inthat game, none of you knew exactly when your time on earth would be over. You each had to be

ready at all times for the end of the round. In a way, that’s similar to how we live our lives. We don’t

know when our time on Earth will be over. Once our time on this Earth is over, we can no longer

make a choice to believe in Jesus or tell other people about Him. What should we do while waiting

for Jesus to return? We remember.God’s truth, growin godliness, and spread the gospel.

Pictionary (Older and Younger Students)

+ Before class, prepare index cards with words or phrases related to the Bible story. Form two

teams. The first player will choose an index card and draw a picture on the board to represent that

word or phrase. If her team guesses it correctly, they win one point. If not, the other team can try

to steal the point. Play then passes to the other team. After each word or phrase has been

revealed, ask the class how it Was used in the Biblestory. [Suggested words: Jesus, letter, good news,

heaven, thief, night, Paul, waiting.)

Bible Trivia (Older and Younger Students)
+ Form two teams. Make sure each team has access to a Bible to look up answers. One student from

each team will come forward. Ask a review question. Once you have finished the question,

students mayringajbell omberthesfirstitoygrab an objectyplacediin the middletorespondalfithe

answer is correct, that team receives a point. If not, the other player may answer to steal the point.

The team with the most points wins.

Cards of Encouragement (Older and Younger Students)
+ Help the class think of people they can create a card for. Consider making cards for staff members

at school, neighbors or family members who may need encouragement. Challenge the students to

do their best in creating their cards, as these cards can make a big difference in someone's day.

Suggest that they pray for the person receiving the card and deliver their cards this week. The

next time you see your class, ask them when they delivered their cards.

+ Paul truly cared about the people of Thessalonica. He took time to write them a letter to

encourage them when they were going through a hard time. Don't you think that meant a lot to

the people when they received hisletter?, We have done'the same for our neighbors, friends and

family. Let's remember to pray that our cards will brighten someone's day and remind him or her

that true hope is found in Jesus.

Thief in the Night (Younger Students)

+ Give each student a clothespin to clip on their clothing. Instruct the class to spread out around the

room and close.their eyes. Silently.choose one student,.to.be.the “thief” The.thief will steal a

clothespin from someone else and returnto his place. The player whose clothespin was stolen

must try to guesswho the thiefis. Return clothespins and play as time allows.

+ Paul encouraged the Thessalonians by reminding them that Jesus will return. Jesus’ return will

come like a thief in the night—not because he is sneaking or because He wants to do something

wrong, but because no one can predict exactly when Jesus will appear. Even though we don't

know the date or time when Jesus will’come back, We knoW that He will because He has promised

to return for His people. Instead of worrying about the exact date, we can live lives that honor and

glorify Him now and make the most of our time on this Earth! How do we live while waiting for

Jesus to return? We remember God's truth, grow in godliness and spread the gospel.
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Activity Pages & Recap Cards (5-10 min) (For in-class or take-home use)
+ What Paul Gave (Older Students)

+ Hopeful Questions (Younger Students)

Prayer & Requests (3-5 min)
God, thank You for using Paul to encourag a so many years ago, and thank You that

these words still encourage us today. Because we knot eturn as You promised, we have hope for

our future. Helpus to share that hope wit! yone we meet. Amen.

8 HOPE| 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11. LW LESSON 116
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[+++] LESSON 117: PERSEVERANCE
po WHILE WE WAIT
OP, Jude 3-4, 16-25Yay Leos 4

I
WHILE WE WAIT

+ Jude 3-4, 16-25

+ Big Picture Q&A: How do we live while waiting for Jesus to return? We remember

God's truth, grow in godliness and spread the gospel.

+ Key Passage: 2 Timothy 3:16-17 - All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable

for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness, so that the

man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.

JESUS CONNECTION9) Jude warned the early Christians that some people would try to divide them by sinning

and by teaching things that weren't true. Jesus is the way, the truth and the life—the One

who protects His people from sin. Because of Jesus, we will be able to stand before God

with joy.

+ “TIFEWISE QUALITY
= PERSEVERANCE- Refusing to give up even when things are hard.

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

Jude, along with James, was a younger half-brother of Jesus. And like James, it wasn’t until Jesus rose

from the dead that Jude believed Jesus is the Son of God. Sometime between AD 65 and AD 80, Jude

wrote a short letter to warn believers about false teachers. False teachers had secretly made their way

into the church, and Jude urged his readers not to abandon their beliefs but to “contend for the faith”

(Jude 3).

Jude warned the early Christians that some people would try to divide them by sinning and by teaching

things that weren't true. Jude wanted them not onlysto defend the true teachings but also to actively share

the gospel. He told his friends to show mercy to those who doubt, to lead others to Jesus and to hate sin.

There are still false teachers today, and some of them still try to sneak into the church itself. God loves us,

and He warns us through Scripture to be on guard. We can study His Word to know what is true, and we
can rely on the Holy Spiritfor wisdommand discernment.

Such a strong warning about false teachers might be reason for panic among believers, but Jude ended his

letter reminding them of God's promise. Ultimately, Jesus is the One who protects His people from sin.

Throughout history, God has been working out His plan to bring a people to Himself. God will keep us, and

He calls us not only to remember. His truth butto encourage othem believers to defend the faith.

Because of Jesus, we will be able to stand before God with great joy. In the words of Jude, “To the only
God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, power and authority before all time, now

and forever. Amen” (Jude 25).

LW LESSON 117 PERSEVERANCE| Jude 3-4,16-25 1
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a

BIBLE TIMELINE & REVIEW (3 MIN)
We have been learning about New Testament letters written to churches in the first century. First we

learned that Paul wrote a letter to PhilemonsHow did Paulwant Philemon totreat his runaway slave

Onesimus? (Forgive him and treat him as a Christian brother.) We also learned about Paul's letter to the

Thessalonians. What did Paul tell them they could have hope during? (Persecution and the death of loved

ones.) Why did Paul say the Thessalonians could have this,hope? Jesus rose from the dead, and He will raise

all believers back to life when He returns.)

Today's story is from the Book of Jude. Jude was Jesus’ half-brother, the son of Mary and Joseph. It was.

hard for Jude to believe that Jesus wasyreally the Messiahpbut after Jesus died and was raised to life, Jude
realized that He is the Savior of the world. From then on, Jude believed in Jesus and wanted to tell others

how they could receive salvation. He wrotea letter to believers everywhere encouraging them to stand

strong in their faith until Jesus returns. Our story todayis called “While We Wait.”

SESSION STARTERS (5-10 MIN)

MatchingiGame (Older'Students),

+ Before class, writekey words from today’s session on index cards. [Suggested words: friends, Jesus,

true, truth, sin, faith, Holy Spirit.] Create two identical sets oficards to play a matching game. For a

langeclass, prepareyextra sets of cards and play in smaller groups. Mix up the cards andiplace them

face down on the floor or table. The first player will turn over two cards. If they match, the player

keeps them. If not, the student will turn them back over and the next player takes a turn. Continue
until students find all the matches.

+ Towin this game, you need a good memory. We try hard to remember the things that are

important to us. Today, we are going to talk about the importance of remembering God's truth
found in the Bible.

What Protects You? (Older and Younger Students)

+ Distribute a small tub or portion of play dough to each student. Encourage them to think of things

that protect them and to create sculptures representing one or more of those things. Allow

volunteers to share their creations with the rest of the group.

+ You were very creative with your sculptures. All these things represent some form of safety or

protection for us. Did you know the Bible also gives us safety? Knowing God's truth in His Word

helps protect us.We will learm.more about. that. today.

A Class Divided (Older.and Younger Students)
+ Have the class stand in the middle of the room, You will read a statement. If the statement is true

for them, students will move to the right. If it isnot, they will move to the left. [Example statements:

My favorite color is green, | love dogs, | have a brother, | play soccer, etc.]

+ Weare all different fromonéanothemGod made usidifferént, and’Our diversity is one of our

strengths as a body of believers. Despite our differences, the truth we find in God’s Word unites

us. Today, we will hear about a group of believers who had false teachers telling them things that

could have divided them. Wewvill find out how Jude urged them to respond.

2 PERSEVERANCE| Jude 3-4, 16-25 LW LESSON 117
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KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITY/BIG PICTURE Q&A (5 MIN)

2 Timothy 3:16-17

All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in

righteousness, so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.

Finish It Off (Older and Younger Students)

+ Review the key passage by saying the verses aloud together. Then, start students off and have

them say the last few words on theiown. Keep repeating the passage from the beginning and

have the students finish a longer portion of the passage until they can say the entire verse on their
own.

Big Picture Q&A

Q: How do we live while waiting for Jesus to return?

A: We remember God's truth, grow in godliness and spread the gospel.

BIBLEsSMORY (40 MiN)

While We Wait | Jude 3-4, 16-25

Jude was one of Jesus’ younger half-brothers. After Jesus rose from the dead, Jude believed that Jesus is

the Son of God. Jude wanted other believers to share this good news about Jesus and to stand up for

what is true about Him. Jude wrotea letter to his friends.

“Dear friends, | was looking forward to writing to you about the salvation we have in Jesus, but | believe
there is something more important to say. | urge you to stand up boldly for what is true—for the faith

that God has given to His people.”

Jude warned them that false teachers had slipped in among true believers. He explained that these

false teachers said they were believers but made ungodly choices. They used God's grace as an excuse

to sin. They denied Jesus, our only Master and Lord.

Jude reminded them that these false teachers would make fun of believers and the truth. These

people would live however they wanted, sinning against God. Jude said these people do not have the

Holy Spirit and are unbelievers.

Jude said that these false teachers would be recognized by the sinful qualities that came out of them.

They are grumblers and fault finders, selfish, prideful and bring division to the church.

Jude explained that believers should build themselves up in the faith to stand for what is right. They

let the Holy Spirit guide them as they pray. “Remember God’s truth,’ Jude wrote. “He loves you. Jesus

will come and give you eternal life.”

Jude told the believers to show mercy to those who doubt, to lead others to Jesus, and to hate sin.

“Now praise God!” Jude wrote. “He is.able to keep you from sinning and make you stand before God

without fault and with great joy,God is our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord. All glory, majesty,

power and authority belong to Him. Amen.”

LW LESSON 117 PERSEVERANCE| Jude 3-4, 16-25 3
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JESUS CONNECTION

Jude warned the early Christians that some people would try to divide them by

sinning and by teaching things that weren't true. Jesus is the way, the truth and

the life—the One who protects His people from sin. BecauseofJesus, we will be
able to stand before God with joy.

—ese

LIFEWISE QUALITY (3-4 MIN)
PERSEVERANCE- Refusing to give up even when things are hard.

Living LifeWise

Because Jesus is perfectly faithful, we can live every day with perseverance.

Character Connection

Write the word STOP in big letters on the board or a large paper. Challenge the students to think of as

many different words or phrases that are synonyms for stop as they canin 1 minute. Use a timer or

hourglass to count down and yell “STOP” as it finishes.

Sometimes, we have to stop. Like just now with our, timer. Or at a traffic light. Or when our teacher or

parent calls for us. But sometimes, we stop because wejust give up. When dowe tend to give up? What

makes us feel like we can't finish? [Answers will vary: getting yelled at, messing up, getting frustrated at a video

game, comparing themselves to someone else, etc.]

It's one thing to stop playing a video game or give up on a book part way through. But in life, it’s important

to keep trying, even on bad days or when we face hard things. We need to persevere—refuse to give

up—whether it’s a math lesson we're struggling with or a situation with a friend. But it’s especially

important to persevere when it gets hard to live God's way.

God wants us to persevere every day until Jesus comes back to make everything right. And the key to

perseverance is focus. When we focus on our situation, it|ooks huge, and we'll want to quit. But when, as

Jude wrote, we keep our eyes on Jesus, we see that He is able to handle everything we face. Nothing is

outside of His control, and one day, He’s coming back tomake everything right. By focusing on Jesus, by

reading the Bible and asking the Holy Spirit to help Us, we will be abletto persevere.

What might it look like to persevere in these situations?

+ Aclassmate makes funof you for going to/church.

+ Your sibling lost alibrary bookvand blamed it on you, soyou got punished.

+ You have to do more chores than your little sister just because you're older.

ou

BIBLE STORY REVIEW (5.MiiN)
+ What book of the Bible did our story come from?

Jude

4 PERSEVERANCE| Jude 3-4, 16-25 LW LESSON 117
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+ Where is the book of Jude located in the Bible?

The second to last book, before Revelation

+ Howwas Jude related to Jesus?

Jesus’ younger half-brother

+ Why did Jude write this letter?

To encourage Christians to stand strong in the faith, Jude 3

+ What problem were the believers facing?

False teachers, Jude 4, 18-19

+ What are believers supposed to do when people say false things about God?

Stand up for God by shating the truth, Jude 21

+ What is the difference between a false teacher and believer?

False teachers will make excuses for sin,.deny Jesus and bring division to the church, Jude 4,
18-19

+ How should believers treat those who doubt?

ShowimercyWudei22

+ What should believers hate?

Sin, Jude 23

+ ‘Where can we read about God’s truth?

The Bible, God's Word

+ Whowill guide us to know what is true and false?

The Holy Spirit, Jude 20

+ How dowe live while waiting for Jesus to return?

We remember God's truth, grow in godliness and spread the gospel.

REINFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES (5-10 MIN)

Question and Answer Match (Older Students)

+ Before class, create a set of question and answer cards using the Bible review questions. Mix up

the cards and put the questions in one column and the answers in another column on the board or

a focal wall. Read a question and have a student pick the correct answer. For a more fast-paced

game, make two sets of the Q&A cards and form two teams. Place the answers across the room

from students, and have a player from each team race to get the correct answer and come back.

Teams will receive One point for the correct ansWer, and the'student who réturns first will receive

an extra point.

Bible Bookmarks (Older Students)

+ Before the session, cut heavyweight paper into strips. Prepare at least one per student. Distribute

the strips and decorating items for the class to use to create their bookmarks. Suggest they write

the big picture question andanswer on their bookmark. Gonsidemencouraging students to list a

simple daily reading planon the back of their bookmarks. [Example: one chapter of Proverbs, one

Psalm and one chapter from a Gospel.]

LW LESSON 117 PERSEVERANCE| Jude 3-4, 16-25 5
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+ Weheard in our Bible story today that Jude encouraged Christians to stand strong in the faith. To

stand strong in the faith,we have to know what is true. Spending time in the Bible helps us know
what is true. It helps us to remember what is important to God and, therefore, what should be

important to us. God’s Word gives us directions for our lives. We've created bookmarks to keep in

our Bibles as an encouragement to.cead God's Wordevery day.

Path of Truth (Older Students)

+ Tape sheets of colored paper on the floor in a 3-by-4 or 4-by-4 grid. Before the session, draw a

predetermined path across the grid ona separate sheet of paper for your reference. Do not show

it to the class! Explain that there is a secret path to get across the papers. Using trial and error,

students must discover the right path by stepping on the papers in the correct order. One at a

time, challenge the class to walk on the paper in the correct path. As soon as a player makes a

wrong step, stop them and let the;next player try. Students will soon figure out that if they watch

the players before them, they will learn some of the correct steps and make it farther through the

path. Continue until the class can walk the entire pathway correctly.

+ This game was very challenging at first because you didn’t know the correct path. But as you

watched andworked:togetherayou leaned andemenbered the correct steps=hhe samecan be

true for our lives. We don't know the path laid out in front of us. But when we read the Bible and

remember God’s Word, we learn whatipath He has for us, He will guide us in all truth. Jude

encouraged Christians to stand strong in the faith. We can stand strong in our faith when we

know what God’s Word says.

True or False (Older and Younger Students)

+ Explain that Jude comes right before Revelation, the last book of the Bible. Today's Bible story has

been about truth, so we're going to do a true/false review. As | read each statement, stand up if

you think it is true and stay seated if you think it is false. Briefly discuss each statement with the

students: Why is it true or false?

~ Jude loved Jesus, but was not related to Him. (False; he was Jesus’ half-brother, Jude 1; Gal.
1:19)

~ Jude said God will punish people who deny Jesus. (True, Jude 4)

~ Jude told his friends that people would make fun of believers and the truth. (True, Jude 18)

~ Jude encouraged believers to ignorethose who doubt the truth. (False; to show mercy to

those who doubt, Jude 22)

~ Jude urged believers to hate unbelievers because of their sinfulness. (False; believers are

only to.hate sin, not.the sinner, Jude 23)

~ God is able to keep you from sinning. (True, Jude 24)

Strong Person Drawings\Older and Younger Students)

+ Formsmaller groups and give each group a large sheet of paper. One student in each group will lay

down on the paper as his team traces him with a pencil. Groups will then think of what makes

someone strong. Encourage the class to fill in the outline to create a strong person. They can use

drawings or write wordssAllow each group to share its strong person drawing. For younger

students, trace only one student on a large sheet of paper and,hang it on a focal wall. Ask students

the question and write answers on the paper for them.

6 PERSEVERANCE| Jude 3-4, 16-25 LW LESSON 117
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+ Can you name someone you think is really strong? What makes that person strong? In our story

we learned that Jude encouraged Christians to stand strong in the faith. What do you think it

means to stand strong in your faith?

Shield of Faith (Younger Students)

+ Distribute poster board or heavyweight paperwith a shield pattern for each student and instruct

them to cut it out. Instruct students to write FAITH in large letters across their shields and allow

them to decorate their shields with crayons, markers, and stickers.

+ Jude encouraged Christians to stand strong in the faith. Sometimes we will have to face people

who want us to sin or stop following God. What can we use to protect our hearts and minds? A

physical shield won't do the trick, but'trusting in\God alwayswill! When we ask God for help, He

will strengthen us and give us courage. He will also give us wisdom to know His truth. You may

remember that Paul taught believers about the armor of God. One part of the armor was the

shield of faith. The Bible teaches that faith camprotect us from attacks of the enemy.

Activity Pages & Recap Cards (5-10 min) (For in-class or take-home use)

+ AMessage from Jude (Older Students)

<> Answers: Stand strong in the faith. Secret Word: remember.

+ Is That True? (Younger Students)

Prayer & Requests (3-5 min)

Lord, Your Word is trustworthyand true. Give us a desire to read the Bible every day. Help us remember
Your truth and stand firm in our faith. Thank You for giving us strength to fight against wrong teaching and

for helping us to know and believe the right things about Jesus and the gospel. Thank You for always being
with us. Amen.

LW LESSON 117 PERSEVERANCE| Jude 3-4, 16-25 7
© 2019 LifeWise used by permission



DO

NOT

DISTRIBUTE

FOR

REVIEW

ONLY



aED | _=
My | |

po ‘¥, Pp | 1
——— . \ i

it J Ei 8 ; 8 8> 2 ~« & ps pss s
mee a a ao ° ae i} Pao Ssfae 8 £ 230 -Fe F BPs 3
ea ' 5 8 Seee5e ¢z Rss 2

\ ¢ 9 SESSER 2 ga a82 é gems 3 sss 884 | z s $525 PS 6 on 8| § 4 g899o5 3 SES 3:
| i g & 283222 4 Sse Ss

| yg 24) B26228 © SSi 38| | 2 vee 2E5225 2 &¥g TS
| lg: & 225 SEsseEzs 8 S88 See

‘ le | gz 2%SMES sees Ses Ss§2 H | 23 o Os55 sO Se 8 28ie re Bo 3825§ Bio 28 S83|e | Sk oF BEE Hs2ee gS 8 aisjeep Gu flrs EG eee tee gas ga<[RS SF eee eB Ses eey Bz eseboy sy 3° s = a| 2 az £325 me f23e22 Sas BSS| bd ! 5 eis Se eges 3 OP’ ge2| a! 69 428 wo Gg Fu yee Se 2 Sse
ST 82 228 PSF228538 eg ges| Aa SO Sea Se SSS e S& = syly Ge gs Fabse Ses ses res| S| wh 2257 > © Sette Dobe Ses KS'sjoelSB) 86 SeBE eee ee SPs. SSE|r 7) 38 CoB €3@T atte SSS 2s| 52 2$S2 932582 G8 Sf &28 OSS|

BE ¢28& (828 fe45 us sS$s BYE(% | £8 te aulegsfae ele SySs BEV| | @& SE SSERSpee Se siey S88| | Zz BB 222 Soe see SessS FSS| | < peeae ter sgtes BER2 & vs| tes SSee Ss et else «FESR ES
| | SBQOrre esse 2 3046 85 s SS| o8e SPB eee eg? eels NSSsseg s2ezGe. see FSR G8\ i Pose

SeK- Tye ste sls SsSpe | ee J2Se 22 Sach 6el f Blac5 eiee 585 2 3) sSsCESS
8 da Pturrsoy ze xEY 3/25 Sec cecee i ENE! OSS{BE Ye Zerzeeeeeeyas Ses8 SEseA, ss pay 2 = xX & & GS) 288) Baws eis aS

aS ||
\ |

g
“z25

f

= E > ¥e 8 vis 28
> Ss Bee 8 Ea
2 3 Ble 2 a2& 2 ps e258 Ba, a &GO e EB 5B 2 3 4% BEz 32 23

& 6 Bt 8 Zig BE SE
rt wa) Oo Ds an a2 2 2 SPs 33 38fs

ye Bg RES 33 285a 8 § 63 oe e989 3Y
33s g 2 e882.Bs BoSho 2 & o855 534 84

pe, Of F me Sass hE oe

ab)! zep 8 3 Bese of 32t. S338 5 @ Esaji BEE FE zeéebobs
wv 442 2 & 4 A

WV gee 2.4{ fl So 2 al
(3), seie338q } geseresl

| £8 B3eo8
| api PeasBeesLs
SFbpeteigen ZZe& sysCa) 228325888

‘ql Zteptrga
{ f 548 e825
PMS! 88 e8258(oS

3883528RS) 2242483mS
gsegzt2>) <aU< ar

| AG Shs i ale Biche win NEEPE a hs St taken FerreatPe10)
.

© 2019 LifeWise used by permission



DO

NOT

DISTRIBUTE

FOR

REVIEW

ONLY



z

2 Fe:) cn . a. BE fe ofl UE é
og af OP eees 27: :

3 #Bad 22 Ba Gog eg "2 @ ie 5 =
aig wn e wy = 2 = Fr Pa 2oA =5 = - Ss S = [=] 3 iaRSet = i] ba = wn = 3
525 =| 2 = = =a 9 wt al Bwed B22 = = = a= sa a S 4
Sag = Ea F | z s z
a2 # 2 & ie z 2 | 5
a2 Z i = 5 2 S es = |236 s & 25/8 = Z S
$8 3 w S| 22)(5 = S = =
sik = = of as oa aw a 4gog = 5 e Fy Ss 88 iwses rr a 25 i a0 au w zo
B55 = =< 52 28 &e Sa = 52

m2:: = 2 #8 #2 ce gf = ge2S oa o ty wd au 22 = 4=236 2a i we ——| Bu Fs 3 z=
328 = aes ee eae of ws aG- 34C3 32: 3 ae <= 4 a3 23 a og
gay =H 2 a eEP SS Sa nn on
Ea Zn $5 £8 2S e2°se 28 22
abs =H =e amyew 28 (ES 28 2aPe rf Ey ;[aj 2:3 2 £2 8223 52 |g2 22 2

5.22 Boe 8e B8F .ee 8s 2 525 #6J 23: nS ss =z 85 ae S= Sa 25
2a¢9
eg?

oy

gas

eorstw Font w te |

| |:
=

aa mWE | x= Ge
= 38 m

O25 |-
£8
ag
2B 2)

Lill:fo2 ee
oR: 5 «x8

Ace
then ai :

3

£2 n
ges

53 o

© Aew wi»&_ — é&| ee:at:
bl<+&
be¢_ fa

ee

© 2019 LifeWise used by permission



DO

NOT

DISTRIBUTE

FOR

REVIEW

ONLY



sd 3

, 3, F sb ©. . 2 3 FF. oeog mE = 8 & S&S wi 2 ,~o «f ¢ ons
BPag rs 3 & & 2453 8.25 63 §,2 fas 8sORSEHS By ce 2755 $4270 G2 29 a BOL Zaengggus 2Bes SeSyk £2552 £3 626 e828 3rS2Eggs 22023 $228 Gees ge 2938 2552 $6weSG HOS GEE eS op BS 2& b= g3i8 Zs -—
ee eee B42 BESS 23,3229 3385 S8
acresctgs B2S os egzee PELE 2282823 sBGEy 88wooo s 3 oe Og Poses fw & Boas eue — 3o2 se
goed Pee ey S2258 sSgbct 2222 S282 254 S5558 FSpee Ss Py Vw id a 8 & e Py og 5 a5 5d Fossa nSecszsevs 583425 Gusogse se 2geo4u5g8 Skse 3 =g2E525225 S258 eT eG Goeeees $5822 5SERS EEE Gy 2 SES ye Sees ase eee Zge28BeSEee SES oTP&H& ares Se eser sas Deeper BR8xekO08 88595% BF BER Se Rhee gber ete ge

4] 27)EA ean

P/(TIN
fie+{UEDA mt
z mo a] I\ 5EVA. dt aa}

> cibl? = > \
>=j

2
.Ne  4/\Es 7

oe } \ |

E ‘ak |p Ry /Ey =, A 7 i I}
zg \ » @ ~, 4
2

< -

:
J

2 WS
a \s 7

8 = ¥ ¢
a ze = A [
4 I = ny5 Hl YZ , vt
is) = ,— Ag iO: ; Rwe > f/
Fi < A [//3 Senne, y 4Lal = Zab
4 _

J:5

&

cc: (S$ : \ » Eeeg Boe SaaS
 : B p ‘

a / |
3 i a) rip Ufrml
4 ee \ is)ee “ES ||2 a = BESg J — 4 3 =
2 = La i ela —4

="ss: |3 Y =

pI eel I~ Vv)
9 4 a Ma ZSa

Zz )
QJ4

S

tf} 2[4
5ian Z

© 2019 LifeWise used by permission



DO

NOT

DISTRIBUTE

FOR

REVIEW

ONLY



ASTy / 8

gs a) :
Koi iS 2

Ne

RON |

ae > N Bw
We [ AS s2
Wm Y LL 8%

Ne G2

36PacA Gsea)all) ") J)wo Se

be:© 2019LLL :



DO

NOT

DISTRIBUTE

FOR

REVIEW

ONLY



IFEWIS aeNe FE JOHN’S VISION OFJESUS
Ly df Revelation 1:9-20
Ny, Vda ad

————
JOHN’S VISION OF JESUS

+ Revelation 1:9-20

+ Big Picture Q&A: What will happen when Jesus returns? Jesus will destroy all evil

and make all things new.

+ Key Passage: Revelation 21:5a - Then the one seated on the throne said, “Look, | am

making everything new’

JESUS CONNECTION

Jesus showed Himself to John and explained that He is the First and the Last, the Living

One. While Jesus was on Earth, He defeated sin and death by dying on the cross and

coming back to life. Now, Jesus is lifted up in glory and honor forever and ever.

+ | LIFEWISE QUALITY
<S™ ATTENTIVENESS - Choosing to listen and pay attention to others.

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

The Apostle John wrote the book of Revelation from the island of Patmos. Patmos was a small Greek

island where the Roman emperor often exiled prisoners. John was likely sent to Patmos as a prisoner,

arrested for preaching the gospel.

With this session, introduce your class to the book of Revelation—the last book of the Bible. Other Bible

books tell us about things that happened in the past, but Revelation tells about things that will happen in

the past and future. A glimpse of the futurekingdompof,God gives|believers hope and encourages them to
remain faithful to Christ.

In Revelation 1, Jesus appeared to Johnina vision.to tell about the end of time. John was on the island of
Patmos when he heard a voice telling him to write what he saw. John turned and, ina vision, saw Jesus: He
was wearing a long robe with a gold sash wrapped around His chest. His head and hair were as white as
snow, and His eyes were like a fiery flame.

Because the book of Revelation is highly symbolic, avoid dwelling on the physical description of Jesus.

Jesus’ appearance to John reveals what Jesus is/like: worthy of all honor, powerful and victorious.

John saw Jesus walking among seven lampstands, symbols for the seven churches. Explain that

lampstands are used to bring light into dark places. That is the purpose of the church—to bring the light of

the gospel into a dark world.

When John saw Jesus, he fell at Jesus’ feet. Jesus reached down and put His hand on John. He said, “Don’t

be afraid” (Rev. 1:17). Jesus explained that He is the First and the Last, the Living One. While Jesus was on

LW LESSON 118 ATTENTIVENESS| Revelation 1:9-20 1
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Earth, He defeated sin and death by dying on the cross and coming back to life. Now, Jesus is lifted up in

glory and honor. We can look forward to a future with Him forever.

a

BIBLE TIMELINE & REVIEW (3 MIN)
All of the stories we have been learning in the Bible fit together to tell an even greater story—the story of

how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus. We started at the very beginning, learning about God's

creation and how sin entered the world. Then, we saw how God was working out His plan through His

people. He kept His promise to send a Savior by sending Jesus into the world. Jesus lived a perfect life and
died on the cross for our sins. He rose again on the third day and later ascended into Heaven. Afterwards,

Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to be with believers. The church began, and the good news about Jesus spread

to both Jews and Gentiles. Everyone who trusts im Jesus asLord and Savior receives forgiveness and
eternal life.

We have been learning what we should do while we wait for Jesus’ return. Do you remember the last few

books of the Bible we studied? (Philemon, Thessalonians and Jude.) How did Paul give the Thessalonians

hope? (Paul confirmed that Jesus promised to return and take believers to be with Him forever.) What did Jude

remindiusitowfocus omwhileWwewaitforvdesus'return? (To Standistrong imour faith, obey'God letthe Holy

Spirit guide us and\spread the gospel.) Our Bible story today comes from the last book in the Bible, the book
of Revelation. Revelation tells Us about events in the past and the future.

SESSION STARTERS (5-10 MIN)

Old and New (Older and Younger Students)

+ Drawa line down the middle ofthe dry erase board and label each side Old or New. Show

examples (or photos) of various items, some old and some new. As you show the examples, allow

the class to place (or tape) them to the correct side of the board.

+ Can you imagine a world where socks don’t wear out? Or where bananas always stay fresh?

Things wear out now because our world is marked by sin. Sin leads to death, which means that all

things decay. But Jesus has promised to make everything new again—even us! One day, He will

wipe away all traces of sin, and everything that God has made will be perfect again.

Bad For Good (Older and Younger Students)

+ Form groups of 3-4 students. Give each group an index cardwwith a scenario written on it.

Scenarios should be things that seem bad or painful but are actually for our good, such as getting a

tooth pulled, getting a shot or receiving a consequence for a wrong choice. Challenge the groups

to list reasons whyrtheir scenario would beargood thingy

+ Sometimes, God uses things that seem bad to do something good. The worst thing that has ever

happened—the death of Jesus on the cross—God used for our good. Jesus’ death and

resurrection provides our salvation. Jesus has promised to return and make everything new again.

We'll hear more during our Bible story.

On

KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITW/BIG PICTURE Q&A(5 MIN)
Revelation 21:5a

Then the one seated on the throne said, “Look, | am making everything new.”

2 ATTENTIVENESS| Revelation 1:9-20 LW LESSON 118
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Telephone (Older and Younger Students)

+ Instruct students to stand or sit in two lines. The two lines will be two separate “telephone lines.”

Whisper part of the key passage to the students at the beginning of both lines. They should

whisper what they heard to the next person in their telephone line. Students should pass the

message until it reaches the end ofthejine. Havethem whisper what they heard to you or say it

out loud. Write the correct wording on the board, and keep playing until the entire verse has been
shared.

~ Suggested division of the verse for 4th-5th grade: The one seated on the throne said/

“Look, | am making everything new./ He also said “Write/ because these words are
faithful and true.”

~ Suggested division for2nd-8rd grade: The one seated/ on the throne said/ “Look | am

making everything new:/He also said “Write/because these words/ are faithful and true.”

Key Passage Pop-Up (Older and Younger Students)

+ Display the key passage poster and read Revelation 21:5 aloud together a few times. Instruct the
class to forma line and squat down. Starting at the front of the line, each child will pop up as they
sayaword inthe keypassagesRepeatasitime allowsymixing upithe studentsionchallengingithem

to pop up and say the verse faster.

Big Picture Q&A

Q: What will happen when Jesus returns?

A: Jesus will destroy all evil and make all things new.

BIBLE STORY (10 MIN)

John’s Vision of Jesus | Revelation 1:9-20

Like many believers, the Apostle John faced suffering and persecution for telling people about Jesus.

The Roman emperor punished John by sending him to an island called Patmos (PAT muhs).

While John was on the island, he had a vision. He saw pictures of many things that helped him

understand God's plan and great power. John heard a loud voice like a trumpet. The voice said,

“Write ona scroll what you see. Then, send the message to the seven churches in Ephesus (EF uh

suhs), Smyrna (SMUHR nuh), Pergamum (PUHR guh muhm), Thyatira (THIGH uh TIGH ruh), Sardis

(SAHR diss), Philadelphia (FIL uh DEL fih uh) and Laodicea (lay AHD ih SEE uh)”

John turned around to see whose voice he heard. He saw seven golden lampstands, and he saw

Jesus—the Son of Man. Jesus was wearing along robe with agold sash wrapped around His chest. His

hair was white as snow and His eyes like a fiery flame. His feet were like glowing bronze, and His face
was shining like the sun. Jesus’ voice was like the sound of many waters, and a sharp double-edged
sword came from His mouth.

When John saw Jesus, he fell at Jesus’ feet.Jesus put Hishandon Johnand commanded him, “Do not

be afraid! | am the First and the Last, and the Living One. | was dead, but look—I am alive forever and
ever.”

LW LESSON 118 ATTENTIVENESS| Revelation 1:9-20 3
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Jesus explained that the seven lampstands were the seven churches. He told John to write about

everything he had seen.

JESUS CONNECTION

Jesus showed Himselfto John and explained that He is the First and the Last, the
Living One. While Jesus was on Earth, He defeated sin and death by dying on the

cross and coming back to life. Now, Jesus is lifted up in glory and honor forever
and ever.

—$

LIFEWISE QUALITY (3-4 MIN)
ATTENTIVENESS - Choosing to listen and pay attention to others.

Living LifeWise

Jesus is the First and theLast, So He deserves our full attention.

Character Connection

Have you ever seen a ventriloquist perform? Did you like it? Could you tellithe performer was really

talking? [Let students respond.]

A good ventriloquist makes it seem like the puppet is actually talking. They try to trick you (in a fun way) to

be attentive to the wrong thing (the puppet). In life, we can do the same thing. We get distracted by what

we shouldn't be attentive to (social media, negative friends) so we don't pay attention to what we should

be attentive to (parents, teachers, God).

And nothing can switch our attention faster than our circumstances.

When we're having a rough time, we soomfocus ombthevoicesonideas that sound good, whether or not

they're true. We start to think, “Poor me. This is so hard. No one else has it as hard as | do. My life is

absolutely the worst!” When the hard stuff gets our attention, We can start to miss out on what's really

going on.

John was definitely having a rough time. He was alone, in exile, far from home. He was mistreated for:
telling people about Jesus. But he kept being attentive to Jesus instead of his circumstances. Jesus came

and spoke to John. He showedJohn His glory. He reminded John who He is, and He gave John a job to do

because, despite all the hard stuff John.was facing, Jesus wasn:tdone with John yet.

When we focus on our problems, theyget very big. But when werstay attentive to God, through prayer and

reading His Word, He reminds us who He is and how big He is. His Spirit will show us that, even in hard

times, our lives are filled with good things and God’s presence. Even when we face hard things,we can
trust that God will use everything fombis glony,even ifwe ean't seehow right now.

4 ATTENTIVENESS| Revelation 1:9-20 LW LESSON 118
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Older Student Application

For each example, let's replace the “it seems like” phrase with what is actually true about the situation or
about God.

+ | broke my arm one week into the/seasomand won't beable to play until next year. It seems like

nothing good ever happens to me.

+ Mygrandpa is really sick in the hospital. It seems like Gad doesn't love him or me.

+ | just found out that my teacher nextiyear is the onell/really didn’t want. It seems like there’s no

way I’m going to have a good year at school.

Younger Student Application

For each example, let's replace the “it seems like” phrase with what is actually true about the situation or
about God.

+ | broke my arm and can't play baseball this year. | love baseball, so it seems like God doesn't care
about me.

+ sbhad.averybad dayahforgotthespelling.test, spilledsmyemilk atlunch and lostimysfavoritepencil. It

seems like nothing good ever happens to me.

+ My momsaid | had to lean out the cat's litter box, and my brother only had to clean off the couch.

Itseems like | always.get the worst jabs.
rs

BIBLE STORY REVIEW (5 MIN)
+ What book of the Bible did our story come from?

Revelation

+ Is Revelation in the Old or New Testament?

New

+ Inwhich division of the New Testament is the Book of Revelation?

Prophecy

+ Who wrote the book of Revelation?

John, Rev. 1:9

+ Why was John exiled from his home?

For sharing the gospel, Rev. 1:9

+ Onwhich island was John exiled?

Patmos, Revs 1:9

+ Howdid God speak to John?

In avision, Rev. 1:10

+ John described the voice as what?

A trumpet, Rev. 1:40

+ Inhis vision, John saw seven golden___»

Lampstands, Rev, 4:12

LW LESSON 118 ATTENTIVENESS| Revelation 1:9-20 5
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+ What were the seven lampstandsa picture of?
Seven churches, Rev. 1:20

+ Whose voice did John hear?

Jesus’ voice, Rev. 1:13
+ What did Jesus’ voice sound like?

The rushing of many waters, Rev. 1:15

+ What did Jesus look like in the vision?,

White hair, blazing eyes, face shining like the sun and feet glowing bronze, Rev. 1:13-16

+ What did John do when he saw and heard Jesus?

Fellat Jesus’ feet, Rev, 117
+ Jesus told Johntonotbe_

Afraid, Rev. 1:17

+ What did Jesus call Himself?
The First and the Last, the Living one, Rev. 1:18-19

+ How many churches did John write to?

Seven, Rev. 1220

+ Whatwill happen when Jesus returns?

Jesus will destroy all evil and make all things new.

REINFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES (5-10 MIN)

Story Order Relay (Older Students)

+ Before the session, make three or four sets of story points by writing the following sentences on

separate strips of paper and putting each set in its own paper bag:

<> John was sent to the island of Patmos.

<> John sawa vision from God.
~ John saw seven golden lampstands.

~ Jesus told John to write a message to the seven churches.

~ John saw Jesus shining like the sun.

+ Form three or four teams. Put the paper bags on one side of the room and instruct the teams to

line up on the other side. Team members will take turns going to the bag and bringing back one

sentence strip atatime untilthey collect allof the stripsethey, should worktogether to arrange

the strips in the correct order to tell the Bible story. When a team finishes, players should sit down

and raise their hands. Wait forall of the teams to finish! Then, callon the fastest team to read the

strips in order.

“Jesus is ...” Knockout (Older Students)

+ Form groups of four or five students. Give each group a piece of paper and a pencil. When you say

go, the groups will work togethemto write down as many words to describe Jesus as they can in

three minutes. When time is up, pick a group to share their list The other groups should compare

their lists and cross out any words they also wrote down. Let every group share their lists, reading

6 ATTENTIVENESS| Revelation 1:9-20 LW LESSON 118
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only words that have not already been shared. Determine which group has the most words (most

total words, most unique, etc.) at the end.

+ Inour Bible story today, Jesus appeared to John in a vision to tell about the end of time. Jesus’
appearance to John shows us what Jesus is like: worthy of all honor, powerful and victorious.

The Bell Game (Older and Younger Students)
+ Place two bells in the middle of a desk or table. Form two teams. Have the teams stand on

opposite sides of the table or run fromthe edge of the room to ring the bell. Ask a Bible review

question. Whoever rings the bell first may answer the question for a point. If the first student

answers incorrectly, let the other student answer to try to steal the point. The team with the most

points wins.

Who Holds the Keys? (Older and Younger Students)
+ Bringina padlock with its key as well as otherkeys that do not fit. Invite the class to sit in a circle.

Select a volunteer to sit in the middle with the lock. Distribute the keys to students in the circle.

The student in the middle will get three guesses to find the correct key. For each guess, the player

with that key.will come and.try.it.in the lock. If mone.of the three. keys opens.the lock, mix.up.the

keys andyplay again with a new volunteer in the center.

+ The Bible says that Jesus is the Living One. He was dead but is alive again. He is the One who

holds the keys to death, which means only He can free us from the power of death so that we can

live forever with God. Jesus is the only way that we can have freedom from sin and death. We

must turn to Him to be saved, and only in Him will we find eternal life.

First and Last (Older and Younger Students)

+ Before class, prepare stacks of plastic cups for your desired number of teams. Stacks should have

11 plastic cups of one color and one cup of another color. With the cups turned upside down,

write on each cup one word of the following sentences: “Jesus is the Alpha and the Omega. The

First and the Last.’ Stack the cups so the odd-colored cup is at the bottom. Have teams stand ina

line orcircle. Each student should.take a cupfrom thetop, put it on the bottom, and pass the stack

to the next player. The game ends whey one team's odd-colored cup reaches the top. Have older

classes try to lay the cups out in order and discover theimessage.

+ Jesus tells us He is the First and the Last, the beginning and the end, the Alpha and the Omega. In

Greek, the language of the New Testament, the beginning letter of the alphabet is called alpha and

the last letter is called omega. [Show a picture of the two Greek letters.] Jesus is the Alpha and

Omega. He was alive before anything was/created. He helped to create it all, and He will never die.

Activity Pages & Recap Cards (5-10 min) (For in-class or take-home use)

+ Story Words (Older Students)

+ Hidden Vision (Younger Students)

Prayer & Requests (3-5 min)

Father God, thank You so much for Your Word. We.thank You that Yowsent Your Son to save us from our

sins and that You are sending Himagain.to make all things new! We look forward to the day He returns.

Come, Lord Jesus! Amen.
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[+++] LESSON 119: OBEDIENCE
\AEERISE GOD’S WARNING TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES
OP, Revelation 2-3Yay Vdi ee

I
GOD’S WARNING TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES

+ Revelation 2-3

+ Big Picture Q&A: What will happen when Jesus returns? Jesus will destroy all evil

and make all things new.

+ Key Passage: Revelation 21:5a - Then the one seated on the throne said, “Look, | am

making everything new’

JESUS CONNECTION9) Jesus loves the church. His message to seven local churches called them to turn away

from their sin and remain faithful to Him. We can learn from these churches. Through the

church, Jesus helps believers work together to follow God’s plan.

LIFEWISE QUALITY+
OBEDIENCE - Listening to and following through with instructions from those inSr authority.

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

The book of Revelation opens with John’s description of a vision. In the vision, Jesus gave John messages

for seven local churches. Jesus told John to write these messages ona scroll and send them to the
churches.

In most cases, Jesus commended the church for their good work, warned them about the areas in which

they needed correction and urged themytoreturntolHim. Amongrother things, He warned the churches

not to forget their love of the Lord. He encouraged them not to be afraid of being tested. He urged those

who were surrounded by evil to not deny their faith. Each time, Jesus promised to reward those who
remain faithful to Him.

The church is made up of people who have trusted in Jesus, who are committed to one another, and who

meet together to worship Jesus and share the gospel. Jesus loves the church as His bride (see Eph.

5:25-27; Rev. 19:7-9). Jesus’ message called the churches to turn away from their sin and remain faithful

to Him. The Lord is slow to.anger (Ex=34:6-7),and patient, wanting everyone to repent (2 Pet. 3:9).

Jesus warned specific churches,in AsiaiMinor (modern-day Turkey), but the problems they faced can still

be found in churches today. Help the students to understand some of the problems the early churches

faced: They did not love like they should, they believed false teaching and did wrong things and they were
lukewarm—useless to the cause of Christ.

We can pray for our churches to be faithful, effective instruments in spreading the gospel. We should love

the church because Jesus loves the church. Through the church, Jesus helps believers work together to do

LW LESSON 119 OBEDIENCE| Revelation 2-3 1
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God's plan. Finally, Jesus warned believers to stay alert because He will come like a thief when no one is

expecting Him. Believers—then and now—must always be ready!

a

BIBLE TIMELINE & REVIEW (3 MIN)
During our last story, we learned that John had an incredible experience while living in exile on Patmos.

Whom did John see ina vision? (Jesus appeared to Johnin a vision.) What did Jesus ask John to do in the

vision? (Write a message to the seven churches.) Today's story also comes from the book of Revelation, the

last book in the Bible. John continues to share about his vision of Jesus. Our story today is about Jesus’

messages for seven churches located in Asia, in the modern-day country of Turkey.

SESSION STARTERS (5-10 MIN)

Following Instructions (Older Students)

+ Form two teams. One student from each team will be a runner. The rest of the team will line up at

the other end of the room. You will whisper acommand to the runners, who must take the

message to the first person in their team’s line. That person will obey the command and move to

the back of the line. The runner will then return for the next command. The first team to cycle

througheach player wins. [Suggested commands: do a jumping jack, spin around, hop on one foot, and
so forth.]

+ Wasiit hard or easysto follow all these instructions? Sometimes instructions are more difficult to

follow. We'll hear about some instructions that Jesus gave to seven churches during our story

today.

Knock-Knock Jokes (Older and Younger Students)

+ Ask the class if they like knock-knock jokes. Invite volunteers to share knock-knock jokes with the
class. Then share some of the following jokes. For each, begin with “Knock, knock.” [Students
respond, “Who's there?”] Then say the first word. [Students respond, “(word) who?"] Then, say the

phrase. Examples:

< Will/ Will you let me in?
~ Figs/ Figs the doorbell; it's broken!
<> Cows-go/ No, cows go “moo!”

~ Olive/ Olive right next door.
<> Who/Is there an owl in here?

+ That was fun. Youtlhhear imboday'syBible story that Jesusysaidp"| stand at therdoor and knock.’

Jesus isn’t about to tell a joke, though, Let’s find out what He had to say.

Doctor Says (Younger Students)
+ Invite the class to play a game based on Simon Says. Teach students the responses (given in

parentheses) to the following commands. Then, give commands at random. Begin some of the

commands with, “Doctor says...” Students who do not respond correctly or who respond when

you don't say, “Doctor says...” are out. Suggested commands:

~ Drink more water, (Act out drinking from a cup.)

~ Get plenty of sleep. (Stretch and yawn.)

2 OBEDIENCE| Revelation2-3 LW LESSON 119
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~ Eat breakfast. (Act out eating cereal.)

~ Exercise regularly. Jog in place.)

+ Why dowe listen to doctors’ instructions about our health? (Doctors know what is best for our

health.) Today we are going to hear some instructions that Jesus gave to the church. Jesus loves

the church, and He knows what is best forthe church.

Real Repentance (Younger Students)

+ Prepare a set of index cards with various emotions (happy, angry, sad, afraid, etc). Call up
volunteers one at a time to choose a card and say “I’m sorry” using the emotion on the card. Invite

the rest of the class to guess what emotion it is.

+ Have you ever heard someone say he was sorry, but you knew that he didn't really mean it? Have

you ever apologized because your mom or dad made you, but you didn't really feel sorry?

Sometimes we do that with God. Do you think.God knows the difference? Of course He does!

Jesus calls us to true repentance which means turning away from sin toward Jesus. That's part of

the message Jesus had for seven churches. We'll find out more in just a bit.

KEY PASSAGE ACTIMITY/BIG PICTURE Q&A (SaMIN)
Revelation 21:5a

Then the one seated on the throne said, “Look, | am making everything new.”

Toilet Paper Square-Off (Older Students)

+ Guide the students to stand in a circle. Pass around a roll of bath tissue, instructing students to

each tear off a length. Read the key passage poster together. Have students count the number of

squares of bath tissue they have in their hands. That number is how many words of the key

passage they should say on their turn. Choose a player to begin and go around the circle, inviting

them to hold up each square as they say a word of the key passage. Say the key passage as many

times as needed for the entire class to participate.

Seek and Order (Younger Students)

+ Before the session, create one set of cards (or more witha large class size) with the words to the

key passage written out, one or two words)per card. Hide the cards. Challenge the students to find

all the cards and assemble them in the correct order of the key passage. Set a timer to see how

quickly they can complete the task.

Big Picture Q&A

Q: What will happenwhen Jesus returns?

A: Jesus will destroy all evil and make all things new.

BIBLE STORY (10 MIN)

God's Warning to the Seven Churches | Revelation 2-3

The Apostle John was on the island of Patmos (PAT muhs) when he hada vision of Jesus. Jesus told John
to write down a message for the seven churches in Ephesus (EF uh suhs), Smyrna (SMUHR nuh),

LW LESSON 119 OBEDIENCE| Revelation2-3 3
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Pergamum (PUHR guh muhm), Thyatira (THIGH uh TIGH ruh), Sardis (SAHR diss), Philadelphia (FIL uh

DEL fh uh), and Laodicea (lay AHD ih SEE uh). So that is what John did.

“To the church in Ephesus: You do not love well like you did when you first believed. Turn back and

love like you used to.

“To the church in Smyrna: You are poor and are suffering, but really you are rich! You may face prison

or death, but do not be afraid.

“To the church in Pergamum: You are faithful to Me, and you tell others about Me even when it is hard.

But not everyone in the church is doing the right thing. Some people are living like those who do not

believe. Turn away from your sin and turn back to Me!

“To the church in Thyatira: | know about your love, faithfulness, and service. You do not give up. But

there is a wicked woman who teaches things that are not true, and some of you believe her. | will punish

her and those who follow her teaching. Many of you do not follow her. Keep believing the truth until |
come.

“To the church in Sardis: People thinkkyou arealive, butyouare actually dead: Youused.to have astrong

faith, but now you are weak. Wake up! Be ready for My return. Turn from your sin and remember the

gospel.

“To the church in Philadelphia: You are a small church, but you listen to Me and obey My word. fam

coming soon. Be ready and keep believing.

“To the church in Laodicea: You are lukewarm—not hot or cold, so you are not good for anything. |

will spit you out of My mouth! You think you are rich, but you are actually poor, blind, and naked.” Jesus

told them to come to Him, and He would make them rich. He would help them see clearly and would give
them white clothes to wear.

Jesus said, “See! | stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, | will

come in to him and eat with him, and he with Me.” Jesus will reward every faithful and obedient

believer. John wrote, “Let anyone who has earsito hear listen to what the Spirit says to the churches.”

JESUS CONNECTION

Jesus loves the church. His message to seven local churches called them to turn

away from their sin and remain faithful to Him. We can learn from those

churches. Through the:church, Jesus helps believers work together to follow

God’s plan.

LIFEWISE QUALITY (3-4,MIN)
OBEDIENCE - Listening to and following through with instructions from those in authority.
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Living LifeWise

God has a perfect plan, so we can be faithful and obedient to Him.

Character Connection

We need warning signs in our life. We need.people to warn.us when what we're doing will get us in trouble

or when we aren't living God's way. The Bible is fulllof these warnings, like the ones God gave to the seven

churches in our story today.

Some people think the Bible's warnings are there because God doesn't want us to have fun. Other people

treat them like a checklist, as if God will be more pleased with them for following all the “rules.” But neither
is the case. God gave us these warnings because He wants to keep us from making choices or living in

ways that will hurt us. He wants us td learn to depend on Him to live His way. And when we obey God's

warnings, they keep us from harm.

Why would it be good to obey these warnings?

+ Your principal tells you to walk in the hallway instead of running to avoid going to his office.

+ Arelative warns: Going outside without a coat is how you get sick.

+ The Bible says: Do not worry, because Gadiloves you and will take care of you.

2

BIBLE STORY REVIEW (5 MIN)
+ Who wrote the book of Revelation?

John, Rev. 1:9

+ Why was John exiled from his home?

For sharing the gospel, Rev. 1:9

+ Howdid God speak to John?

Inavision, Rev. 1:10

+ Whom was John writing to?

The seven churches in Asia, Rev. 1:4

+ What did John say Jesus will do for believers who are faithful?

Reward them, Rev. 2:7, 11, 17

+ Did the church in Ephesus love Jesus more or less than when they first believed in Him?

Less, Revs2:4.

+ What dangers did the church in Smyrna face?

Prison or death, Rev. 2:10

+ What was the message to the church in Ephesus?

“Turn back and love Me like you did at first,” Rev. 2:4

LW LESSON 119 OBEDIENCE| Revelation2-3 5
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REINFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES (5-10 MIN)

Love the Church (Older Students)

+ Discuss how the Church helps believers to remain faithful to Jesus and wait for His return. What

is the role of pastors and other leaders? What is the role of believers in the church? Why is it

important for believers to be a part6fithe local chureh?

+ Jesus loves the church. He died on the cross in our place for our punishment of sin. He rose from

the dead so we could live with him forever. Because Jesus loved, sacrificed and served the church,

we can do the same.

Sculpt the Seven Churches (Older and Younger Students)
+ Divide the class into seven groups. Assignstudents,to sculpt a scene from their assigned church:

Ephesus (2:1-7), Smyrna (2:8- 11), Pergamum (12-17), Thyatira (2:18-29), Sardis (3:1-6),
Philadelphia (3:7-13) and Laodicea (3:14-22). Have one student pose the rest of their group into

ascene that represents that church by moving their head, arms and legs into the correct position.

When the students finish, guide them to describe what happened in the scene.

+ qesusitold the sevemehurchesitostandistrong imthefaithaT hiss a messagefonustodaytoo! We

can trustiand obey God’s Word because it comes from God,

Hot Potato(Older and Younger Students)

+ Direct the class to sit ina circle. Hand out two balls of different colors. Play music while students

pass the balls in opposite directions. Stop the music at random intervals and choose a color.

Whoever is holding that ball must answer a question. If he doesn’t know the answer, he must ask

the person with the other ball and share their answer. Restart the music and continue playing.

“Knock, Knock” Circle (Older and Younger Students)

+ Have the class sit around a table or in a circle on the floor. Demonstrate how to softly knock on

the table with your knuckles. Encourage the students to knock softly. Tap your foot to keep a

consistent rhythm. Then instruct them to stop. Explain the game: The first player will begin by

tapping a simple four-beat rhythm, such.as a slow knock=knock-knock-pause. The first player

should repeat her rhythm without changing it. Then, the player to her left will add his rhythm. [For

example: knock-pause-knock-pause.] He should repeat his rhythm without any changes. Invite

students to add their own rhythms one at altime. When everyone is knocking softly, allow the class

to listen for a minute or two. Then, when you point to the first player, she will stop knocking.

Continue pointing around the circle until only the last player is knocking. Then, silence all the
rhythms.

+ Open your Bible torRevelation'S:20 and read the vers@aloud. Jesus told the seven churches to

stand strong in the faith. He told the church at Laodicea that He stands at the door and knocks.

The believers in the church had, in a way, pushed Jesus away. But He was waiting for them to open

the door and let Him back in. Jesus said He would come in and eat with them, and they would be

friends. We can open our hearts to Jesus. When we trust in Him as Lord and Savior, He forgives

our sins and gives us eternal life. This is the gospel—good news for sinners!

6 OBEDIENCE| Revelation 2-3 LW LESSON 119
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Seven Churches Hopscotch (Younger Students)

+ Write the name of each church's city on a separate sheet of paper. Tape the papers on the floor in

a hopscotch pattern. The class will line up and take turns tossing a beanbag onto the board and

hopping through the grid, skipping the church where the beanbag landed.

+ Jesus loves the church. The churchis His means of spreading the gospel to unbelievers all over the

world. It is because of God's grace toward us that He invites us into community with other

believers. We can encourage one another, just as Jesus does, to stand strong in our faith. Unlike
our game, Jesus won't “skip” anyone when He returns. Jesus will judge each person, and those

who trust in Him will reign with Him forever. Thankfully, we don’t have to wait until Jesus returns

to experience full lives with Him. He wants us to love and glorify Him with our actions right away!

Activity Pages & Recap Cards (5-10 min) (For in-class or take-home use)
+ Seek and Find (Older Students)

+ Hot or Cold? (Younger Students)

Prayer & Requests (3-5 min)

God, thank You for allowing us to hear Your Word today. The Scriptures are living and active, and

everything that we read in theBible comes fromYou. We believe'that what Your Word says is truey and we

pray that You would help.us obey the message thatwe've heard today. We thank You for sending Your Son,

Jesus, to rescue us from our sin, and we praise You for defeating sin and death! Give us hope for eternity
as we wait for Jesus to return. Amen.
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JESUS ON THE THRONE

+ Revelation 4:2-5:14

+ Big Picture Q&A: What will happen when Jesus returns? Jesus will destroy all evil

and make all things new.

+ Key Passage: Revelation 21:5a - Then the one seated on the throne said, “Look, | am

making everything new’

JESUS CONNECTION

John cried when he saw that no one was worthy to open the scroll. Then, John saw the

resurrected Lamb—God’s Son, Jesus. Jesus was killed on the cross so that we could have

forgiveness and eternal life. Jesus is worthy. He deserves all praise, honor and blessing.

+ | LIFEWISE QUALITY
S=S HUMILITY - Refusing to think of myself as more important than! am.

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

John was on the island of Patmos when he had a vision. Jesus appeared to John and showed him what will
happen before the end of time. John wrote about what he saw in the book of Revelation. John saw a vision

of the future. John saw a throne in Heaven, and the Lord was on the throne.

John saw a scroll in the Lord’s right hand. A mighty angel asked, “Who is worthy to open the scroll?” But no
one in Heaven was worthy. No one on Earth was worthy. No one under the earth was worthy, either.

John began to cry loudly because no one was worthy! Then, John saw Jesus, the resurrected Lamb. The

elders threw their crowns at His feet. Theyworshiped Him andisang a new song. John heard every

creature, everywhere, worshiping the Lamb together.

Revelation 4:11 says, “Our Lord and God, You are worthy to receive glory and honor and power, because

You have created all things, and by Your will they exist and were created.”

John’s vision gives us a glimpse of our future and also reminds us of a present reality: The Lord is on His
throne. After His death and resurrection, Jesus ascended to Heaven and sat down at the right hand of

God (Heb. 10:12).

Jesus, the Lamb of God, is worthy of our praise. All the creatures in John’s vision worshiped Jesus. As you

teach, hold up Jesus as our treasure who is worthy of all honor. Worship Him together in song. Jesus

sacrificed Himself on the cross so'that we,could\have forgiveness and eternal life. Jesus deserves all

praise, honor, and blessing. We look forward to the daywe will join with all the saints in worshiping Jesus
forever.
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BIBLE TIMELINE & REVIEW (3 MIN)
The Bible contains so many stories, and they all fit together to tell one big story—the story of how God

rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus. That’s what the Bible is all about. We have been talking about how
John had a vision of Jesus. Why did God give John this vision? (To show what would happen in the very end.)

During our last class, we learned that Johmysaweseven lampstands. What did the lampstands represent?

(Seven churches.) Jesus had specific messages for the seven churches. What did Jesus want all seven

churches to do? (Stand strong in the faith.) After this, John saw a glimpse of what Heaven is going to be like.

That's what we are going to learn about todays

SESSION STARTERS (5-10 MIN)

Who is on the Throne? (Older Students)

+ Distribute sticky notes and pencils to the’class and encourage them to write down a person's

name or title who deserves to sit om a throne. Set upa chair in the middle of the room to be the
“throne” and instruct the students to stick theirsticky notes to the chair. When everyone is

finished, read the answers out loud.

+ How would you act toward someone who was sitting on a throne? Would you feel like you could
go up and talk toshim? Today, we'll learn more about John's\vision of Jesus in Heaven. Who do you
think will sit on Heaven's throne? Let's find out!

Four Square (Older and,Younger Students)

+ Use tape to make a large square split into four quadrants labeled 1, 2, 3 and 4. The students will
line up near the court. The first four in line will each stand in a quadrant. The player in quadrant 1

will start play by bouncing the ball diagonally to square 2. Then, players must keep the ball

bouncing between quadrants, not letting the ball bounce in their square more than once before

being pushed to another square. If the ball bounces twice ina player’s square, that player is out

and moves to the end of the line. Each player moves up a spot, and a newplayer joins in quadrant
4. Players will try to reach square 1 and stay there as long as possible.

+ The number 1 square was like the throne of the four-square court. If you played well, you could

stay there for a while. Today, we will hear about adifferent throne, but the person who sits there

will never be bumped out.

What Does Heaven Look Like? (Older and Younger Students)
+ Distribute pieces of paper. Ask the class to spend a few minutes drawing what they think Heaven

looks like. After several minutes, allow a few students to describe their pictures for the rest of the

group.

+ The book of Revelation describes a little'about Heaven streets of gold, gates made of precious

gems, a place of genuine beauty. We don't know exactly what Heaven looks like—it’s far greater

than we can imagine—but the greatest thing about Heaven is not that it is beautiful. The greatest

thing about Heaven is that Jesus is there. That's what we will hear about today.

Crown Toss (Younger Students)

+ Before the session, cut strips of heavyweight paper or poster board to form a crown. Prepare one

per student. Distribute the crowns, markers and stickers or stick-on jewels. Encourage each

student to decorate his crown. While the class decorates their crowns, tapea circle in the middle

2 HUMILITY| Revelation 4:2-5:14 LW LESSON 120
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of the room. When they are finished, instruct them to staple the ends of the crown together and

write their name on the inside of the crown. Guide the class to line up a few feet away from the

circle. Position a plastic cone in the center of the circle and challenge them to toss their crowns
onto the cone.

+ Today's Bible story is about a vision John had about théend of time. People put their crowns at

Jesus’ feet. We will learn why they gave away their crowns today.

aey Cy ee

KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITY/BIG PICTURE Q&A (5 MIN)
Revelation 21:5a

Then the one seated on the throne said),“Look, | am makingeverything new.”

Key Passage Loop (Older and Younger Students)

+ Before class, write each word or phrase of the key passage on a separate craft stick. Place the craft

sticks in a cup or jar. Instruct students to sit in a circle. Have the students pass the craft stick jar

around the circle while you turn away from them. Turn back suddenly. The student you catch

holding the jar willpulhoutajstickandibegin thekeyypassage, starting frormithatwordionphrase.

Each student after.the first student should say the next word inthe verse until the class has gone

all the way around the circle or finished the verse.

Big Picture Q&A

Q: What will happen when Jesus returns?

A: Jesus will destroy all evil and make all things new.

BIBLE STORY (10 MIN)

Jesus on the Throne | Revelation 4:2-5:14

John was on the island of Patmos when he hada vision. Jesus appeared to John and showed him what
will happen before the end of time. John wrote about what he saw inthe book of Revelation.

John sawa throne in Heaven and someone sitting on it. The One seated looked like fiery red stones. A
rainbow like an emerald surrounded the throne. Flashes of lightning and rumbles of thunder came from

the throne. Before the throne was a sea of glass, like crystal. John saw 24 thrones around the throne, and

24 elders sat on the thrones. Each elder wore a gold crown.

John saw four living creatures around the throne. “The first creature was like a lion, the second creature

was like a calf, the third creature hadvayface like aman and the fourth creature was like a flying eagle. Each

creature had six wings. They were covered with eyes all over them. All day and night they said: “Holy,

holy, holy, Lord God, the Almighty, who was, who is and who is coming.”

John saw the creatures give glory, honor and thanks to the One on the throne. The elders fell down and

worshiped the One who lives forever: They said to God:“You are.worthy to receive glory and honor

and power, because You have created all things.”

Then, John sawa scroll in the Lord’s right hand. A mighty angel asked, “Who is worthy to open the
scroll?” No one in Heaven was worthy. No one on Earth was worthy. No one under the earth was worthy

LW LESSON 120 HUMILITY| Revelation 4:2-5:14 3
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either. John began to cry loudly because no one was worthy! At last, one of the elders said, “Look! The

Lion of Judah may open the scroll. He is worthy!”

Then, John saw someone like a slaughtered lamb standing near the throne. He took the scroll, and the

elders and living creatures fell down before Jesus, the Lamb. The elders threw their crowns at His feet.

They worshiped Him and sang a new song. “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because

you were sacrificed, and you bought people for Gad by your blood from every tribe and language and
people and nation.’

John heard thousands and thousands of angels around the throne. They said in a loud voice: “Worthy

is the Lamb who was sacrificed to receive power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and

glory and blessing!”

John heard every creature everywhere worshiping the Lamb together, declaring, “Blessing and honor

and glory and power be to the one seated on the throne, and to the Lamb, forever and ever!” The four

living creatures said, ‘Amen,’ and the elders fell down and worshiped.

JESUS CONNECTION

John cried whemhe saw that noone was worthy to open the scroll. Then;John

saw the resurrected Lamb—God'’s Son, Jesus. Jesus was killed on the cross so that

we could have forgiveness and eternal life. Jesus is worthy. He deserves all praise,

honor and blessing.

a

LIFEWISE QUALITY (3-4 MIN)
HUMILITY - Refusing to think of myself as more important than | am.

Living LifeWise

When | remember that Jesus is worthy of all praise, | camchoose to be humble.

Character Connection

It's not bad to be praised when we do a good job. It’sgood to recognize people when they do something
that’s valuable or important. But when we receive praise, it’s also very easy for us to be prideful instead of
humble.

We might ask our parents if they noticed that nice thing we did or, when a teammate is getting attention,

we might point out how well we playeditoo. We sometimes eveniput other people down so that we look or

feel better than them. When we get there, it’s abig problem.

Jesus is the One who's truly worthy of our praise and honor for who He is and what He's done (and

promised to do). In John’s vision, Jesus was the only one worthy to take the scroll and sit on the throne.

That day hasn't come yet, but Jesus is alneady that worthy, When We see Him, it will be obvious that we

should humble ourselves and worship Him.

We don't have to wait until He takes His throne in Heaven to.live humbly before Him.We can live that way
right now. The Bible reminds us how powerful and holy He is. The Holy Spirit helps us see that we need
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Him every day. And both call us to worship Him and give Him all the glory, even when we do receive praise

right now.

Do you think these statements are humble? If not, let’s change them to be more humble together.

+ My book has a higher reading level thaMyours. have the highest reading level in my class.

+  |'mglad my homerun helped my team win,

+ Noone but me could have scored high enough to get the biggest prize.

sfee

BIBLE STORY REVIEW (5 MIN)
+ How many elders were seated around Jesus?)

Twenty-four, Rev. 4:4

+ What was all over the living creatures?

Eyes, Rev. 4:8

+ What did the creatures do all day and night?

Praise GodpRev. 4:8;

+ What did the elders do when the creatures praised God?

Bow down before the throne, Rev. 4:10

+ What did John see in the Lord’s right hand?

Ascroll, Rev. 5:1

+ How many seals were on the scroll?

Seven, Rev. 5:1

+ What was John’s reaction when he thought no one could break the seals?

He cried, Rev. 5:4

+ Whowas the only one worthy to break the seals on the scroll?

Jesus, the Lion from the tribe of Judah, Rev. 5:5

+ What kind of animal did Jesus look like?

A slaughtered lamb, Rev. 5:6

+ How many angels were around God’s throne?

Thousands and thousands, Rey. 5:11

REINFORCEMEN@@AGTI VdiilS (5-10 MIN)
Tribe and Tongue Collage (Older Students)

+ Provide magazines and invite the class to find and cut out pictures of all kinds of people. Then,

prompt the students to.gluetthese pictures onto the poster board. As they work, write ona

chalkboard or dry erase board these words from Revelation 4:8: “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God, the

Almighty.’ Then write out translations in other languages. Encourage the class to copy the

translations onto their postem When studentsifinish, display, the posters.

+ Translations:

~ Spanish: Santo, santo, santo, es el Senor Dios Todopoderoso

~ Bosnian: Sveti, svet, sveti, Gospodine Bog Svemoguci

LW LESSON 120 HUMILITY| Revelation 4:2-5:14 5
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~ Dutch: Heilig, heilig, heilig, Heer God, Almachtige

~ Swahili: Mtakatifu, mtakatifu, mtakatifu, Bwana Mungu Mwenye Nguvu

~ French: Saint, saint, saint, le Seigneur Dieu Tout-Puissant

+ While we worship Jesus in English here, people all over the world worship Him in their own

language. Jesus isn’t just worthy of worship from people living in one area of the world; Jesus died

for His people all around the world. When Jesus comes back, people from every tribe and every

tongue, every country, and every language will worship Him together. All people and all creatures

in heaven and on earth will worship Jesus.

Bean Bag Toss (Older and Younger Students)

+ Create a bull’s-eye using poster board/or cardboard. lincrease'each ring's point value the closer it

is to the center. Divide the class into two/teams, andjalternate between the teams to play. Each

player will toss a bean bag to determine how many points they will win if they answer the review

question correctly. If they answer incorrectlypthe other team will have a chance to answer.

Already, Not Yet (Older and Younger Students)

+ Give each student.asheetof green and.asheetof yellow paper. Explain.thatyou.will read.aseries

of statements. They will raise the green sheet if the statement describes something that has

already happened andhthe yellow sheetto describe something that has not yet happened!

* Jesus died on the cross for our sin. (Green)

~ Jesus rose from the dead. (Green)

~ Jesus has returned to make all things new. (Yellow)

~ Some people worship Jesus as their King. (Green)
~ All people and all creatures in Heaven and on Earth will worship Jesus. (Yellow)

~ Weare free from sin. (Both; Jesus defeated sin and death by dying on the cross and rising

again, but we still live in a world broken by sin.)

+ Insome ways, Christians are living in a strange place of “already, but not yet.’ What that means is

that Jesus has already defeated sin and death by dying on the cross and rising from the dead, but

He has not yet returned to destroy all evil. We can be free from the punishment and power of sin

in this life by trusting God and letting the Holy Spirit guide our lives, but someday we will even be

free from the presence of all sin!

Which is Greater? (Younger Students)

+ Assign one side of the room as “A” and the other side “B.’ Have the class stand in the middle. Give

two options and ask students to decide which is greater, and move to stand on the corresponding

side of the room. Suggestions:

~ A)sharks or B). dinosaurs

~ A) sports or B) video games

~ A) ketchupor B) mustard
~ A) speed or B) strength

~ A) cats or B) dogs

~ A) running or B) dancing
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+ Did everyone agree on which items were the greatest? We all have different opinions about things

like sharks and superpowers, but one thing is always true: Jesus is greater than everything! The

Bible tells us that one day all people and all creatures in Heaven and on Earth will worship Jesus.

He alone is worthy to sit on the throne, and He alone deserves all praise and honor!

Activity Pages & Recap Cards (5-1 {e) or take-home use)
+ Praise Code (Older Students)

+ Connect the Scroll (Younger Stu:

Prayer & Requests (3-5 min)

God, thank You for giving us Your Word and for thi ing gives us a peek at what Heaven will
be like. We look forward to the day /e|cCan WO freely without sin in the world. We thank

You for sending Your Son, Jesus, to r omo d make it possible for us to know You. Amen.
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[+++] JOY
\AEERISE JESUS WILL RETURN
OP, Revelation 21-22Yay Leos 4

I
JESUS WILL RETURN

+ Revelation 21-22

+ Big Picture Q&A: What will happen when Jesus returns? Jesus will destroy all evil

and make all things new.

+ Key Passage: Revelation 21:5a - Then the one seated on the throne said, “Look, | am

making everything new’

JESUS CONNECTION9) Jesus promised to come back to Earth soon. When Jesus returns, those who trust in

Jesus will be with Him and enjoy Him forever. God will undo every bad thing caused by

sin—no more death, no more pain, no more tears. Jesus is making all things new.

+ | LIFEWISE QUALITY
S=S JOY - Having.a cheerful response regardless of my circumstances.

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

While he was a prisoner on the island of Patmos, the Apostle John had an amazing vision of Heaven. Jesus

told John to write down everything he saw. John saw things that will happen when Jesus comes back to
Earth.

In the final chapters of the book of Revelation, John described a vision of Heaven itself. He wrote about

the beauty of the New City—the New Jerusalem. The streets will be pure gold, like clear glass. The

foundations of the city wall will be adopmedwith precious stomessbhe city will not need the sun or the

moon because God's glory lights up the city. There will be no darkness, and nothing evil will ever come into

the city. There will be no sadness, crying or pain. Even though there will be no sun or moon, there will be

no darkness because the glory of God will be its lighteThe Lord will reign forever and ever. What an

amazing place Heaven will be!

Even with John’s descriptions, we can't imagine exactly what it will be like when Jesus returns. Use this

session to emphasize what weido know, using the unit big picture questionand answer: What will happen

when Jesus returns? Jesus will destroyall eviland make all thingsinew.

The promised return of Christ shouldfillibelievers with hope, strengthening them to persevere through

the trials of this life and remain faithful to the Lord. When Christ returns, those who trust in Him will be

with Him and enjoy Him forever. God will undo every bad thing caused by sin—no more death, no more

pain, no more tears.

Christ's return should also give believers a sense of,urgency to share the gospel with the world. It is the

power of God for salvation to evenyonewho believes (Rom. 1:16)! Jesus is coming soon. Amen. Come,
Lord Jesus!
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BIBLE TIMELINE & REVIEW (3 MIN)
You've been learning each week about one story from the Bible. And you might remember that all the

stories in the Bible fit together to tell one big.sstory—the story.of how God rescues sinners through His

Son, Jesus. Over the last few weeks, we have heardisome storiesfrom the last book in the Bible, the book

of Revelation. John had a vision of Jesus. What are some of the things John saw? (The seven lampstands,

Jesus on the throne, Jesus taking the scroll, the 24 elders laying down their crowns, all people and creatures

worshiping Jesus.) John also saw what will happen before the end of time. Our story today is called “Jesus
Will Return.’ We believe that by faith! Let’s check it out.

SESSION STARTERS (5-10 MIN)

Personal Timeline (Older Students),

+ Before class, prepare and print a timeline sheet for each student (e.g., 1/2 inch = 1 year). Guide

students to create a personal timeline, starting with the day they were born and including various

milestones that they have experienced so far. For classes that struggle with writing, consider

typing out milestones on another sheet of paper that they can cut and paste on their timeline.

Then, suggest they add future events they may anticipate happening: graduating, getting married,

starting a family, buying a house and even Jesus’ future,return. While students are working on

their timelines, draw a simple timeline on the board starting with Jesus’ birth, death and

resurrection and going forward. Place Jesustreturn.on the timeline with a question mark.

+ Does anyone know when Jesus will return? [Allow students to respond.] The Bible says no one

knows when Jesus will return, but we can have faith that He will return as He promised. [Point out

the timeline on the board.] Our lives are a small moment in time, but we are connected to God's

great story of rescuing the world through Jesus. The biggest event in the future for every single

person will be when Jesus returns.

Fix What Is Broken (Older Students)

+ Create groups of three or four. Distribute a broken object (a ripped picture, a ripped book page, a

toy that needs to be sewn or glued together, a broken rubber band, a broken puzzle piece, etc.) to

each group. Challenge them to fixethe broken object as well as they can, trying to make it like new.

Once each group has made their repairs, let them show their work.

+ Was it difficult to take something broken and make it like new again? Will that object ever look

completely new? In the Bible story today, we will learn about Jesus returning to the earth. When

He comes, He willitake everythingibroken bysinlandimakejiticompletely new.

The End (Older and Younger Students),
+ Ask the class tosit in acircle.with you, Start a story by.saying, “Once upon a time there was a...”

and letting the student to your right fill in the blank. Each student will add a sentence to tell the
story, and when it gets back to you, end the story. Consider adding an unsatisfying ending, or even

just saying “the end,’ regardless of the story's state.If your. group might struggle with this activity,

consider telling most ofa story and letting the students try to end it. Discuss what makes a good

ending.
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+ Abad ending can ruin a good story. We've been learning about God's big story for a long time.

Today, we will finally hear about God's perfect ending. It’s a perfect ending and a new beginning in
one!

Are you ready? (Younger Students)

+ Instruct students to stand up and spread out. Explain that you will give directions on how they

should move around the room: happing, galloping, jogging, tiptoeing, crawling, etc. The class must

listen carefully. Anytime they hear you say the words “Are you ready?” they should freeze in a

“ready” position standing up straight with their arms to their sides and feet together. As soon as

you give another command, they can relax their position and move about the room as instructed.

+ Today's Bible story tells us about Jesus’ returmitothe earth todestroy all evil and make all things

new. We must listen carefully to God’s Word and place our faith in Jesus’ ability to save us from

sin. Then, we will be ready to see Jesus face to face when He comes.

KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITY/BIG PICTURE Q&A (5 MIN)
Revelation 22:54

Then the one seated on the throne said, “Lookglam making everything new.”

Back and Forth (Older and Younger Students)

+ Divide into two groups. Read the entire key passage together. Have the first group say the first

two words of the passage, then the second group say the next two words of the passage. Continue

alternating groups after every two words until the passage is finished. Repeat as time allows.

Big Picture Q&A

Q: What will happen when Jesus returns?

A: Jesus will destroy all evil and make all things new.

BIBLE STORY (10 MIN)

Jesus Will Return | Revelation 21-22

John had a vision of Heaven. He heard a large crowd of people praising God and rejoicing. John wrote
about what he saw.

John saw a new Heaven anda new Earth. The first Heaven and the first Earth was gone. He also saw the

Holy City, a new Jerusalem,coming down from Heaven. He heard a loud voice from the throne,

saying, “Look! God will live with His people. They will be His people, and He will be their God. He will

wipe away every tear from their eyes. Death will no longer exist. Sadness, crying and pain will no

longer exist.”

One of the angels carried John to.agreat and high mountain. The angel showed John the Holy City. It

was shining with God's glory. The foundations of the city wall had every type of precious stone. The city

street was made of pure gold, as Clear as glass.
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John did not see a temple in the city because the Lord and the Lamb were the city’s temple. The city

does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it. The glory of God gives light to the city, and there is

no darkness. The city is safe and clean—nothing unclean is in the city and no one will do wrong things in

the city. Only those whose names are in the Lamb's book of life will enter the city.

The angel showed John the river of living watera|t sparkled like crystal and flowed from God's throne,

down the middle of the wide city street. The tree of life was on both sides of the river, and it produced 12
kinds of fruit.

God’s throne will be in the city. God’s servants will see His face, and they will worship Him. The Lord

will reign forever and ever.

Jesus said, “Listen, | am coming soon! |.am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the

Beginning and the End”

Jesus is the One who says that all of these things will happen. He is coming soon.

“Amen! Come, Lord Jesus!”

JESUS CONNECTION

Jesus promised to come back to Earth soon.When Jesus returns, those who trust

in Jesus will be with Him and enjoy Him forever. God will undo every bad thing

caused by sin—no more death, no more pain, no more tears. Jesus is making all

things new.

a

LIFEWISE QUALITY (3-4 MIN)
JOY - Having a cheerful response regardless of my circumstances.

Living LifeWise

Because, one day, we will live with Jesus iflMeaven, we can havejoy in any circumstances right now.

Character Connection

One day, there will be areal perfect place—Heaven! Can you remember some of the things that will be

true about Heaven? (God will be there, no tears, no darkness, etc.)

John’s tiny glimpse of Heaven filled him with joy. Having joy is never aboutiour circumstances or

something we have gotten. On Patmos, John was basically in prison. His circumstances hadn't changed,

but he had great joy because of the promise that Jesus was coming again and the vision of Heaven he had
seen.

We can have joy for the same reasons. Jesus hasn't come yet, but we know He is coming soon. God gave
John a vision of Heaven so we would know it’s real and will be even better than John was able to describe.

Best of all, we can have joy because, on that day, wewill be with Jesus forever. The future is certain, and it’s

definitely a cause for great joy.
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Which of these statements shows true joy that’s based on our hope in Jesus?

+ |'mhaving a really bad day, but God says | should have joy, so I’m going to smile and pretend
everything’s great.

+ That was areally hard test, and I’m not sure how| did on it. I'm so glad God's love for me doesn't
depend on my grades.

+ Mygrandmais in the hospital, but she said she is not afraid because Jesus is with her.

BIBLE STORY REVIEW (5 MIN)
+ What new places did John see?

Anew Heaven and a new.Earth, Rew 21:1

+ What came down from Heaven?

The holy city, the new Jerusalem, Rev, 21:2

+ Where did the loud voice say God would live?

With His people; Rev. 21:3

+ What bad things will no longer exist?

Sadness, crying, pain and death, Rev. 21:4

+ Whatdid the new Jerusalem look like?

Streets of clear gold and gates with precious stones, Rev. 21:18-21

+ Whowill be able to enter the Holy City?

Only people who have their names written in the book of life, Rev 21:27

+ Where did the River of Life flow from?

God's throne, Rev. 22:1

+ What special tree stretched to both sides of the River of Life?

The Tree of Life, Rev. 22:2

+ When did Jesus say He wouldireturn?

“Lamcoming soon,” Rev, 22:12

+ What does it mean that Jesus is the Alpha and the Omega?

He is the beginning and the end, Rev. 22:13

REINFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES (5-10 MIN)

Bible Sequencing Strips (Older Students)
+ Before class, printtwo copiesiof the Bible Sequencing)Strips and scatter them on one side of the

room. Divide the class into at least two. teams. One at a time, students will run to collect a strip on

their side and bring it back to their team. Once all the strips have been collected, teams will work

together to put the strips in order of the events in the Bible story. Briefly review the main events

after the teams finish. There are many things about the end times that the Bible does not tell us.

However, God does tell us everything we need to know about the future to be prepared for Jesus’
return.
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All Things New (Older and Younger Students)

+ Give each student one piece of paper, pencils, crayons or markers. Instruct them to fold their

sheet in half from top to bottom. Direct them to draw pictures illustrating bad things caused by sin

on the left side of their paper. [Examples: a plant dying, people fighting, a person who is sick.] On the

right side, they should turn the badsthings into something new, like Jesus will do when He returns.

They could draw the plant alive again, people being kind and a person who is healthy.

+ When Jesus returns, those who trust in Jesus will be with Him and enjoy Him forever. God will

undo every bad thing caused by sin—no more death, no more pain, no more tears. Jesus is making

all things new.

Draw the Vision (Older and Younger Students)

+ Read portions of Revelation 21-22 (or use the bolded sections of the Bible story script) while the

class closes their eyes and listens. Ask them to imagine that they are standing next to John in his.

vision. Give them a few quiet moments to see'the details in their minds. Then, pass out paper and

coloring materials and encourage them to draw what they imagined.

+ This passage of the Bible is full of incredible details that.are hard to wrap our.minds around. The

most beautiful truth in today’s story is that we will be with Jesus forever. We will see Him face to

face, and He will tak@’away all our sadness and pain. Jesus will return, destroy evil and make all

thingsnew.

What Belongs? (Older and Younger Students)

+ Before class, gather or print pictures of the following objects: a musical instrument, a band aid, a

tissue, sun, moon, stars, skull and crossbones, lion, lamb, tree(of life), river (of life), Jesus, Satan, lantern,
flashlight. Scatter the pictures and/or objects on one side of the room. Divide the class into two

teams. The first team will be assigned to find the items that DO NOT BELONG in the New Heaven
and Earth. The second team will be assigned to find the items that DO BELONG. One at atime, a

student from each team will run to collect a picture or object and bring it back to their team. Once

all the objects have been collected, teams will work together to make sure all of the items they

have collected belong or don’tibelong. If theydiscover™anyitem their team should not have, they

should quickly take it back to the opposite side of the room and run back to their team. Briefly

review what will belong and what won't belong in the new Heaven and Earth Jesus creates.

Activity Pages & Recap Cards (5-10 min) (For in-class or take-home use)

+ ABright Future (Older Students)

+ Undo Matching (Younger Students)

Prayer & Requests (3-5 min)

God, thank You for giving us Your Wordand Your promise to return and make all things new again. We

praise You because only You have the power to defeat sin and death. Thank You for sending Jesus to

rescue us from our sin and make a way for us to be with You forever. Amen.
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